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pffety, thofe who are Co fortunate as to fucceed, will reap, «-
clufive of the national advantages that muft enfue, emoluments
beyond their moft fanguine expeftations. And whilft their fpi-

rits are elated by their fuccefs, perhaps they may beftow fomc
commcndatioms and bleflings on the perfon that firft pointed out

to them the \fay. Thefe, though but a ihadowy recompence for

dll my toil, I Oiall receive with pieafure.

To what power or authority this new world will become de-

pendent, after it has arifen from its prefent uncultivated (late,

time alone can difcover. But as the feat of Empire from time

immemorial has been gradually progreflive towards the Weft,

there is no doubt but that at fomc future period, mighty king-

doms will emerge from thefe wildernefles, and ftately palaces

and folemn temples, with gilded fpircs reaching the skies, fup-

plant the Indian huts, whofc only decorations are the barba-

rous trophies of their vanquilhcd enemies.

As fome of the preceeding paflfages have already informed the

reader that the plan J had laid down for penetrating to the Pa-

cific Ocean, proved abortive, it is neceflary to add, that this pro-

ceeded not from its imprafticabilitji. (for the farther I went the

more convinced I was that it coulci certainly be accompUlTied)

but trom unforefeen difappointments. However, I proceeded

fo far, that I was able to make fuch difcoveries as will be ufeful

in any future attempt, and prove a good foundation for fome

more fortunate fucceffor to build upon. Thefe 1 fliall now la/

before the public in the following pages; and am fatislied that

the greateft part of them have never been publilTied by any per-

fon that has hitherto treated of the interior nations of the In-

dians; particularly, the account 1 give of the Naudoweffies, and

the fituation of the heads of the four great rivers that take their

rife within a few leagues of each other, nearly about the centre

of this great continent; viz. The River Bourbon, which emp-
ties itfelf into Hudfon's Bay; thewatersof Saint Lawrence; the

Mifliflippi, and the River Oregon, or the River of th|^eft,that

falls into the Pacific Ocean, at the Straits of Annian.

The impediments that occafioned my returning, before I had
accomplifhed my purpofes, were thefe. On my arrival at Mt-
chillimackinac, the remoteft Englifli poll, in September 1766, I

applied to Mr. Rogers, who was then governor of it, to fur-

nilli me with a proper alFortment of goods, as prefents for the

Indians who inhabit the track i intended to purfue. He did this

only in part; but promiftd to ^pply me with fuch as werenecef-
fary, when I reached the Falls of Saint Anthony. I afterwards

learned that the governor fullilled his promifc in ordering the

goods to be delivered to me; butthofe to whole care he intrufted

them, inllead of conforming to his orders, difpofcd of them die'
where.

Difappointed in my expe6lations from this quarter, I thought

it necelTary to return to La Prairi^ Le Chien ; for it was impo{-

fjblc to proceed any further without prefents to enlure me a fa^
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