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The first thing we did on that glad tTcning that

landed us at St. Joseph was to hunt up the stage-office,

and pay a hundred and fifty dollars apiece for tickets

per orerland coach to Carson City, Nevada.
l%e next morning, bright and early, we took a hasty

breakfast, and hurried to the starting-plaoe. Then an
inconvenience presented itself which we nad not properly
appreciated before, namely, that one cannot make a
heavy traveling trunk stand for twenty-five pounds of
baggage—^because it weighs a good deal more. But
that was all we could take—^twenty-five pounds each.

So we had to snatch our trunks open, and make a selec-

tion in a good deal of a hurry. We put our lawful
twenty-five pounds apiece all in one valise, an^ shipped
the trunks back to St Louis again. It was a sad part-

ing, for now we had no swallow-tail coats and white kid
gloves to wear at Pawnee receptions in the Bocky Moun-
tains, and fto stove-pipe hats nor patent-leather boots,

nor anything else necessary to make life calm and
peaeeful. We were reduced to a war-footing. Each of

us put on a rough, heavy suit of clothing, wooUn army
shirt and ''stogy" boots included; and into the valise

we crowded a few white shirts, some uiider-dothing and
such things. My brother. Hie Secretary, took along
about four pounds of United States statutes and six

pounds of Unabridged Dictionary; for we did not know—^poor innocents—^that such things could be bought in

San Francisco on one day and received in Carson City

the next. I was armed to the teeth with a pitiful little

Smith & Wesson's se^" i-shooter. which carried a ball

like a homeopathic piil, Jtid it took the whole seven to

make a dose for an adult. But I thought it was grand.

It appeared to me to be a dangerous weapon. It only

had one fault—you could not hit anything with it.

One of our "conductors" practised awhile on a cow
wi^ it, and as long as ahe stood still and behaved her-

self she was safe; but as soon as she went to moving
about, and he got to ebooting at other things, she came
to grief. The Secretary had a small-sized Colt's re-


