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mile from town. Rmmiiii; tliroiii,'li the valloy is tliu small

stream, l>ut here spread out into a fine sheet of water, reliev-

ini^ tlie scene and serving the useful purpose of driving the

mill, which soon will be hard at work in grinding the abund-
ant iirain of Hirtle district. 8i>ine of the buildings of the town
are of stone, l)Ut most are wooden, and in some eases attention

has been paid to tasteful ornamentation. 'I'wo oi- three neat,

newly-tinished chunrhes give some indication of the h(»pes of

the town, while half a mile down the valhjy is the public

school building of some size, whose location shows a desiie to

give the rising generation j)lenty of excj'cise in reaching it.

Hirtle has a numl)er oi" very energetic and enterprising inhab-

itants and they are justly proud of the town and its vicinity.

But we have a g'.od journey before us to-ilay, and so, under

the kind LTuidance of Rev. W. Hodnett, who is an old inhabi-

taut of the district, we are soon on the way for some ten or

twelve miles to the

lURD-TAlL SIOLX UESEHVE.

The herbage is most luxuriant ; the bluffs give a park-like

appciiranc" to the scene; we pass tlic Blcidieim school house,

a dark painted and somewhat uncommon looking building,

which a local liishman described as the educational "simitery"

of the locality, and amid ripe wheat fields reach a beautiful

sheet of water known as " Hoopei-'s Lake." This is a large

lake of sweet water, and as we I'cfresh our ' Ilosinante" from
its waters we see the fine sandy l)each covered with a irreat

variety of pebbles, contrasting with the nnry margin of reeds

so Common in the prairie pojids an<i lakes. A most deliLditful

mornin;' di'ive brins-s us to the reserve, which is .situated at

the Junction of tliL' Binl-tail with the Assiniboine. Here *'m?

sceneiy is grand; yonder is the great Assiniboine valley, ana
we can see the buiUlings adjoining the wtdl known old Fort

Kllice. near wiiich the (^u'Appelle joins the Assiniboine. The
conlhience of the Bird-tail and tin; Assiniboine Ivincr several

hundi-ed feet below us. is well wooded with soft maple anil

elm, whose leaves i;ive a beautiful contrast. The windim:'

coulees and vaviiies su<J!jjest localities for rol)ber hordes oi- il-

licit stills such as were once found in the Scottish Hiixhlands,

liut probably the travellers here aie not worth robbing, and the

Indian is not allowed to partici|>ate in the mountain (lew. Here
is laid out a reserve of about one-third of a township for the

band of
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