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to human happiness. They love one another, poor things,

which is everything in domestic hfe. The best wish I can

make you, my friend," added he, laying his hand upon my
shoulder, **is, that when you return to your own country, you

may get married, and have a family of young bairns about you.

If you are happy, there they are to share your happiness

—

and if you are otherwise—there they are to comfort you.'*

By this time we had reached the gate, when he halted

and took my hand. "I will not say farewell," said he, "for

it is always a painful word, but I will say, come again.

When you have made your tour to the Highlands, come here

and give me a few more days—but come when you please,

you will always find Abbotsford open to you, and a hearty

welcome."
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I have thus given, in a rude style, my main recollections

what occurred during my sojourn at Abbotsford, and I

eel mortified that I can give but such meager, scattered and

colorless details of what was so copious, rich and varied.

During several days that I passed there Scott was in admir-

able vein. From early morn until dinner time he was ram
bling about, showing me the neighborhood, and during dinner

and until late at night engaged in social conversation. No
time was reserved for himself; he seemed as if his only occu-

pation was to entertain me ; and yet I was almost an entire

stranger to him, one of whom he knew nothing, but an idle

book I had written, and which, some years before, had

amused him. But such was Scott—he appeared to have

nothing to do but lavish his time, attention and conversation

on those around. It was difficult to imagine what time he

found to write those volumes that were incessantly issuing

from the press; all of which, too, were of a nature to require

reading and research. 1 could not find that his life was ever

otherwise than a life of leisure and haphazard recreation,

such as it was during my visit. He scarce ever balked a

party of pleasure, or a sporting excursion, and rarely pleaded

his own concerns as an excuse for rejecting those of others.


