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58 A ppendix.

Page 40, line 21. Hollinshed (who died about 1580)
says, " It is thought of some, that (King) Arthur first

instituted, that the feast of Christmasse should be kept
with such excesse of meats and drinks, in all kinds of

inordinate banketting and revell for the space of thirteene

dales together, according to the custome still used even
unto this day, resembling the feasts which the Gentiles

used to keepe in the honor of their drunken god Bacchus,

called in Latin Bacchanalia ; wherein all kinds of beastlie

lust and sensual voluptuousness was put in use. But
whence so ever, or by whom so ever this insatiable

gourmandise came up amongst us, suerlie a great abuse
it is, to see the people at such a solemn feast, where they
ought to be occupied in thanks giving to Almightie God,
for the sending downe of his onlie begotten Son amongst
us, to give themselves in manner wholie to gluttonie,

with such maner of lewd and wanton pastimes, as though
they should I'ather celebrate the same feasts of Baccha-
nalia, and those other feasts which the Gentiles also kept,

called Floralia and Priapalia, than the remembrance of

Christ's nativitie, who abhoreth all maner of such ex-

cesse."
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