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settie finally and in a just and equitable mani-
ner ail dlaims or grievances which have arisen
thcreunder.

2. Band Membership.
To replace the definition of "Indian" which

has been statutory since 1876, there must be
a new definition more in accord with present
day conditions. Parliament annually votes
moncys to promote the weliare of Indians.
This money should nlot be spent for the
benefit of persons who are flot legally members
of an Indian band.

Your committee believes that a new defini-
tien of "Indian" and the amendment of those
sections of the Act which deal with band mem-
bership will obviate many problems.

Your committee recommends that, in the
meantime, the Indian Affairs Branch should
undertake the revision of existing band
membership lists.

3. Liability of Indians to Pay Taxes.
Your committee recommcnds the clarifica-

tion of those sections of the Act which deal
with the exemption from taxation of an
Indian's real and personal property on a
reserve.

Your cemmittee, howevcr, is of opinion that
Indians should continue to pay taxes on any
income earned by therni off, i.e., away from
their reserve, even though they do reside on
or have an interest in a reserve.

4. Enfranchisement of Indians, both Volun-
tary and Involuntary.

The revised Indian Act should, in the
opinion of your committec, contain provisions
to clarifv the present mIles and regulations
regarding eniranchisement.

5. Eligibility of Indians to Vote at Dominion
Elections.

As part of the education and preparation of
the Indian to assume his place in the Canadian
body politic, your committee recommended,
on May 6 last, tuat "voting privileges for the
purpoeofn Dominion elections be granted to
Indians on the same status as electors in urban
centres". This is a matter which, in the opinion
oi your committee, should be reierred to a
special committee on the Dominion Elections
Act, with a view to early implementation of
the recommendation.

Lt is realized that many Indians are not
anxious to have or to use the franchise, under
the misapprehensien that, if they do exercise
it, they wvill lose wvhat they consider their rights.
and privileges.

Many Indians who do not have the right
to vote at Dominion elections do pay taxes on
inconiie earned away frirom the reserve, together

withi sales tax, gasoline tax, excise tax, et
cetera. This is taxation without representation.

It is the opinion ni your cnmmittee that it
would encourage Indians, particularly the
younger ones, to interest themselves in public
affairs, if they were given the privilege already
recommended. Your committee is further oi
opinion that the public generally would thus
be given a better appreciation oi Indian affairs.

6. Encroachment of White Persons on Indian
Reserves.

Your committee recommends that the
revised Act contain provisions to prevent per-
sons other than Indians imom trespassing upon
or irequenting Indian reserves for improper
purposes.

7. The Operation of Indian Schools.
Your committee recommends the revision of

tliose sections ni the Act which pertain to
education, in order to prepare Indian children
to take their place as citizens.

Your cemmittee, therefore, recnmmends that
wli rever and whenever possible Indian child-
ren should be educated in association with
other children.

8. Social and Economie Status of Indians and
their Advancement.

Ynur committee recommends that the gov-
crnmcnt consider the advisability oi granting
a pension to aged, blind or infirm Indians.
Thiis is in addition to iecommîiendations pie-
viously made with regard to the social and
economie advancement of Indians.

9. Indian Administration in General.
In 1946 and again in 1947 the Joint Com-

mittee on the Indian Act made recommenda-
tiens with regard te

"1administrative improvements w hich could
bcecffected without the revisien ni existing
legislation and whicli, whien put inte effeet,
would remeve some ni the causes out ni which
arise grievances and complaints ni many
Indians".

There are still some "administrative impreve-
ments" wliich yeur cemmittee dcems advisahle.

Yeur committee, therefere, again rcem-
mends that the administration ni ail aspects
ni Indian affajîs be placed under one minis-
terial hcad.

Your cemmittee reiterates the recommenda-
tion made by the 1947 Joint Committee ni the
Indian Act, viz:

"10. The Director ni the Indian Affairs
Branch . .. should be named a commis-
siener who shahl have the rank, ni a deputy
minister and shahl have at least two assistant
commissioners ni whom one should be a
Canadian ni Indian descent".


