
North- West [SENATE] Territories Bill.

Mr. Villemain said:
"The French language is, and will be the principal

idioma through which the whole universe nay be
united."

In a journal of the eity of Montreal, bear-
ing date July, 1881, there appeared aletter
from a gentleman named McIntosh, where-
in 1 read:

" I regret to see your great French Canadian
leaders seeinng to be ashamed of their mother
tongue, but let Canadians not believe that the
English people will consider them the more for that.
On the contrary, they would feel more respect for
them, if Canadians would openly affirn their
nationality, if they would freely acknowledge their
truthfulness to their flag, their tongue and their
institutions. Let Canadiaus work so that the officers
of their country shall learn both languages."

ham, was not recognized, though its eX-s'
tence was guaranteed by the treaty of 1763
between England and France.

A few years after the Union, an address
was voted by the Legislature of the then
Province of Canada, praying Her Grac1 Us
Majesty for an amendment to the Uni9t'
Act of 1841, to repeal the clause prohibit
ing the use of French. This was grant ,
and Lord Elgin, in opening the Legisîa-
ture in 1849, graciously said :

"Je suis fort heureux, d'avoir a vous apprendre,

que, conformément au désir de la Législature Locle,
exprimé dans une adresse des deux chambres du par-

lement provincial, le parlement Impérial a )aSsé nO

acte révoquant la clause de l'acte d'Union qui ili
sait des restrictions à l'usage de la langue franiçaise.

Even the Montreal Daily Wtness, in its I have rcad in French those
issue of the 7th instant, favors the speak- whicb feu from the lils of the then GOV
ing and teaching of both English and
French in Ontario. Let me quote the Legisiature, because it is in tha 11guage
passage :efpasage that in this instance the representative

It w-as interesting to note the course of the debate ler Majesty read the Speech from the
on the French.and ( G'ermai schools (in the LegiLlative
Assemblv of ()ntario). It was raised by Mr. Craig, Throne Let m ie E n glish e
who brought the condition of these schools under the
notice of the Assembly last year, and who this year French
asked the House to pass a Bill making the use of
English compulsory in ill public and separate schools, 1 am most happy to have to inform you, that, COn
except that when the pupils do not know English, the formably to the desire of the Local Legislatureý ex
French language may be used to a limited extent.
Even this diastic proposal shows, as was then pointed
out, that it is impossible to do away entirely with tie the Imperial Parliament has passed ai Act repealîn3
use of the French language in the public schools, and the clause of the Union Act which imposed restrictions
that the most that can be hoped for is the acquisition on the use of the Frenrh language.
of English by the French pupils after the lapse of a
reasonable time. Unti English becomes more than No doubt Lord Elgin did so, inspired
it now is, the language of the home and of the social
circle in which the children move and grow up it is he was, by a sense of justice which bis
useless to expect them to come to school prepared to good and kind heart suggested to him, in
take in learning through the me<;iiumi of any but the order te heal as much as he couId the
French language, and to deprive thein absolutely of
the use of it would be to deprive them of the ineans wounds which the unjust course folloWed at
of obtaining an education altogether. The coin- the timeofthe Union and subsequentlyha
promise enbodied in the regulations of the Edutcation
De)artmsent on the subject are a fair compromise. ail true
They require that English shall be the language of
both instruction and discipline, French being allowed The memory of the administration of
for certain ternis and certain purposes only. They Canadian aflairs bv this noble Governor 11
further provide a training school for the special use
of French teachers in the counties of Prescott and
Russell. And they prescribe the use of by-lingal c re. iht mmdofeverylovr 0 f9ilr
readers in the lower classes as the best neans of bridg- c W i mts1
ing over for the pupils the gulf between French and
English." IrishorFrench was of very littl O1BS'

A Conservative newspaper, the Calgary queneifitdid not mean justice andequity.
Herald, referring to the dual language in w i m or Liberalism had ne piefrenCO

the orthWes, sas: ith imif it did not agree with publiClthegood. May al true Canadians learn frm
"It has to lament and condemn the truckling of this great statesman, how te deal with 811

the majority of the Conservatives in Parliaient on questions, with which, in a mixed COlfl
this momentuous question." munity like ours, we have te deal. 1f
adding that the Liberals did no better. so, Canada wiIl enjoy peace, happines

By the Union Act of 1841 the French and prosperity. ler children will live in
language as recommended by Lord Dur- harmony and good-will with one another.
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