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Oral Questions

held down by CMHC, and that ail priee inereases wilI go swell
beyond 6 per cent. Yet this government has the nerve ta tell
the working men and women in this country that their wages
have ta bc held down ta 6 per cent. That is completely unjust.
and every Canadian knows it. Wben can we expect ta get a
clear statement from the govcrnmcnt an what private seetor
firms wilI be permitted in terms of price inereases'! Will they
be allawed ta maintain historie profit margins, which mneans
histaric price increases and, if sa. who is ta determine the
critcria of xv bat an historic profit margin is ta be'?

Hon. Marc Lalonde (Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources): Mr. Speaker. again I arn surprised that the
Leader of the New Demacratic Party would rather have people
unemployed than being employed, svith the passibility of
having wage increases ta the extent of' 6 per cent and 5 per
cent over the next two years.

Mr. Broadbent: What sheer hypoeris\!
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Mr. Lalonde: The hypocrisy ta whieh the Leader of the New
Democratie Partv refer is the hypocrisy of his own partv on
this whole issue. His party has been talking out of' bath sides af
its mauth eonsistently on this issue.

As far as CM HC is coneerned, the hon. miember bas made a
statement without knowing the facts. There bas been no
decision. As far as Bell Canada is eoneerned. the Leader of the
New Democraiic Party has made a statemrent without knowing
the faets, because thiere bas been no decision made in thQt
regard. 1 invite him to wait for the decisions and then mnake his
judgments an xvhat the situation svili realîx bc.

EMPLOYMENT

DIRECT JOB CREATION PROGRAM-EFFECT ON I-ORESTRY
UNEMPLOYMIENT

Mr. F. Oberle (Prince George-Peace River): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Ninister of Employment and Immigra-
tian. In light of the latest statisties published by the Council of
Forest Industries of British Columbia whîch indicate that over
half the industry is down and over haîf the forcst workers in
British Columbia are unemploved, and in Iight ai' the tact that
these statistics are even worse ini the rest of the country, can
the minister tellinme xvhat the new programn he announced just
yesterday, whieb bas an emphasis on areas with more chronic
unemployment, xvili do ta help the forest industry in British
Columbia and the rest of the country'?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Employment and
Immigration): Mr. Speaker, the programi xe have is obviously
not designed for just anc seetor of the industry. As we wcll
know, the enarmous downturn in employiment in the forest
industry is caused by the drying up of international markets,

and particularly by the enormnous reduetion in housing con-
struction in the United States where about 80 per cent of aur
lumber produets are sold. What wc are trying ta do tbrough
the measures announced in the job-creatian programi yesterday
is allocate those measures ta areas whcre there are chronie and
eantinuing high uncmployment rates, whicb is the definition
we apply ta dcvelopmcnt areas, but xxe are also applying
substantially large amounts of job ceation mone> ta those
areas whieh have rccently been bit by downturns or layoffs.

As 1 pointcd out in ans\xer ta a previaus question, the
allocation ta the bon. mcmbcr's province of British Columbia
bas tripled in anc year in order ta respond ta the very seriaus
problcms faced by warkcrs in those industries, and it is aur
hope that that substantial addition of job-ereation money in
that province and in other areas will be of assistance ta work-
crs in that industry.

FOREST-REN W At PROGRAM

MIr. F. Oberle (Prince George-Peace River): Mr. Speaker,
the diffieulties tbe minister bas dcscribcd have very deleteriaus
eficts nat only on the industry and tens of tbousands of
workcrs but also on regions. mnunicipalities, towns and cities
xvhicb base their wholc economies on forcst-rclatedi industries.
lncluded arc small tawns and sxholc regions in central and
northern British Columnbia as well as in the rest of the eountrv.
A previaus prograin the minister undertook xvas întendcd ta
belp this sector as well as the fisbing and mining industries.
The forest-rcnewal programi bas now been reeogni.icd as an
obct lailure. [)ocs the infister stili base any faith in thîs
prograin and, il so, would lie be prcpared ta sit down xvith
industrial leaders ta discuss wa',s and incans ta take ilie
burcaucrats and the red tape out of the svstcm so that at least
somne workers can bcecmploved in the crucial wood-converting
industries in a way which would miake an investmnent in the
future of aur country"

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Enipîoyment and
Immigration): Mr. Speaker. the application of Section 38
programs is not a failure but is now goîng alicad. It was only a
xveek ago Monday that I was in British Columbia and met
svitb members of bath the management side of the Forest
îndustry as wcll as oflicials of the sxoodworkcrs' unions ta
determine how, \'e could xxork and co-ordinate aur activities
and efforts in a conibined enterprise under Section 38. Thcy
bave eommitted theiriselves Io co-operate xxith mie. We are
working on the details and, because this pragrain must bc
delivered, in large part, througb the offices cf' the provincial
governmnent, we are naw attempting ta get the provincial
governirent ta undertake furtber actions ta expand and furtber
develop prajeets under Section 38. Sonne 1 b projeets bave been
approved under that program. and people alreadx going ta
work an those projeets. It is aur hope. because of these meet-
ings and because '.e are corming together under tbis new
program, that we will still be able ta cxpand employmcni
opportunîties substantially under Section 38.
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