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Measures Act werc curtailed by the act of
1945. In my view they were extended. They
were extended as to time; they were extended
as to the area within which they might be
exercised, and they were greatly increased and
broadened. That act contained a lirnit on
the duration of these extraordinary powers.
It said these extraordinary powers should nlot
be exercised by the governor in counceil after
December 31, 1946, if parliament sat in the
months of November or December, 1946. If
parliament did flot ait in either of those
months, however, the exercise of these powers
should terminate fifteen days after parlia-
ment met in 1947. On one of the last days par-
liament sat in 1946 an amendment was intro-
duced extending the period within which these
extraordinary powers might be exercised until
sixty days after parliament met in 194. Par-
liament met on January 30 of this year, sa that
the period would have expired on March 29 or
30. The art contajord a provision thiat the
period miglit again be extended hy an address.
This addrr.ss wvas adoptid. and, as inatters
now stand, these powers are, suscptible of
enjoymnent until Mav 15, wlîwh., if mv nicnory
serves nie w~ell, w~ill be morc tlian twao v,-ars
aftcr the trminat iaf of the wvar with
Gerniany.

In thle ia nt me pian îit t ioiina ted
by the governiment liad imibedded in a
number of statutes extraordinary powers which
are susceptible of exercise by the governor
in council for periods varying from one to a
number of years; ini some instances fia time
limit was placed upon them. As examples,
I refer to the crown companies act; ta the
legislation by which the government toak a
monopoly over aviation and out of which it
sidled a littie later on; the act by which it
took over the manufacture of aeroplanes, from
whielh at a cost of untold millions it withdrew
the other dayv, in a way which, despite tlie
statement of the Minister of Reconstruction
and Supply (Mr. Howe) has noV yet heen
satisfactorily explained to the house. There
wvas also the seemingly innacuous measure by
which sîipplements to the cantracts of postal
carriers were to be paid, which gave the gov-
crnor in counicil the riglit to rewrite contracta
for the carniage of rural mail, and this under
national emergecrv legisiation. Then the
Canadian Wheat Board Act was amended. I
shaîl flot (lwell upon it beyond referring to
t he exi raordjunt posvern witlî wlîjh it x'eteçl
the governor in eounicil. That great comn-
]nodiîv grain, tlie( greate.-t single comnîo11ditv
jîrodîired l iv i gieale,t ,ingl(, clas, in the
country. lias bren placed under the monopoly
of the gavi enment, under thc dictation of the

governor inl (auncil, withouit, be it, said, any
apprai as of right ta the courts of the
land. Then wc have hiad the act for the
sale and expert of agricultural produets.
I have noV any doubt that there are a number
of other instances. I recaîl the Patent Act, for
instance, under which, in certain circumatancea,
the governor in council is given the right to
expropriate patents. People came ta this coun-
try and confide in us. They give us their
secrets, under the Patent Act; and, forsooth,
upon the recommendation of the governor in
counicil we may exprapriate that property for
the benefit of the crown.

1 mention these farts mierely to show that
there is a growing tendency on the part of the
govelrnent ta arrogate ta itself the right ta
legislate for the people of Canada. and that
the tendenry ta trespass upon the provincial
field, the tendency ta inv ade the realm which
is sacredl unto the provinces is pragressing,
and is ral)idly gaining grouind.

I listened with some interest ta the hon.
member for Bonaventure (Mr. Arsenault),
isba made same references ta prires of maple
syrup, milk and automobiles. But that gentle-
man entirely overlaoked the fart that some
eighty years ago the provinces of what is naw
Canada rame together and entered into a
solemn pact, by the termas of which certain
righits, certain prerogatives. werc reserved ta
the provinces. And had it noV been that a
complete understandýing and agreement was
arrivcd at bctwcen these contracting parties,
there could noV have been a dominion; there
could have been na Canada.

We have agreed that, in the event of a
national emergency, certain extraordinary
rights might be vested in the dominion, in the
federal authority. It is w-rang ta kill; and if a
man wantanly kilîs a felloîv man he is hanged
for it. But if lie kilîs in self defence he is
.iustified. To apply a prinrîple somewhat akin
Vo that, when the life of a country is threatened,
îvhen its very existence is in the scales. then
there emerges the overriding principle of self-
l)resrrvatian wh ichi obliterates cantracts and
ranstitutianal safegîîards; then the great
elcmcntal doctrine of survival overshadows
for the moment thase lesser cantingencies
which are the basis of aur national life.
Just berause it lias been the ili-fortune of the
generation whirhi isso abundantly represented
in thuis elhamber, ta have witnrsscd Vwo such
great catarlysms; ta have seen the life of aur
country twice imperillcd, and ta have seen
thie invading horudes almost at aur gates. and
lierause ta resist thiose perils we have fouind
it neressary ta take administrative shortruts
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