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is wanted. I shal nlot have time to do so
te-night, but before this session is over 1 can
prodýuce the documentary evidence necessary
to prove every statement I make. This org-
anization came to the administration time
after time and asked themn to operate a wheat
board on its behaif te protect the wheat
growers of western Canada, but the request
was refused time and again. Within a year
after the new administration of 1936 took
office, the wheat board ceased operating as
an active agent in the marketing of wheat,
and the peg was hield at ninety cents a bushel.
Later, in 1938, the price was fixed by the
wheat board, through government action, at
eighty cents a, bushel. The following spring
the present Minister of Agriculture came west
and told the western people that we could
no longer expiect to have a pegged wheat
board price of eighty cents a bushe; that it
was teo big a load for this country te carry,
that it was costing Canada too many millions
of dollars, and that we would hav e to submait
to a drastic reduction, in other words from
eighty cents a bushel to sixty cents a bushel,
basis i northern at the point of deliverv at
terminal elevaters, Port Arthur, Fort Williamn
or Vancouvor.

Mr. GARDIN-ýER: 1 arn sure my lion.
friend will agîree that [ho second proposai xvas

an iniil payment, not a price; eighty cents
was the fixed price.

Mr. BENTLEY: I stand corrccted. It was
an initial payment of sixty cents tlîrouigh the
w heat board, which, deducting an average of
sixteen or seventeen cents, would Icax e the
farmers at the point of deliverv somiewhîere
around forty-three or forty-four cents at bis
local point. Agatin we in the west hîad to go
into action. The officiais of organized farmers
came and interviewed mnembers of the cab-
inet here, but the sixty cents a bushel initial
payment still stood. Again we liad [o do the
only thing we couid-go mit and plougb
through the snoiv and miud, in the spring of
1939, and get 156,000 names to a petition
asking the goveromont not, te reduce [locir
payment from eiglîtv cents to sixtv' cents.
Finally, after [bat petitien came here, the
payment %vas redueed net to sixtv cents, but
otily te seventy cents, acd w'as held that way
until the xwinter of 1941-12, when agýain numer-
nus ropresentat ions, politely couchcd, were
made to the gox croment by tbe officiais of
the organizcd western wheat, growers, to in-
creaso the initial paynient per buý,he1 from
sex enty cents to SI because of the w ar-Cime
conditions and [lhc already mounting costs of
production on the farin. Again we XNI.re re-
fused; agî,,in w e were forced te send a peti-
tion, this timie signed by 186,000 Saskatchowan
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people. Business mon, professional men, farm-
ers and other citizens took part in this effort
and made contributions out of their own
peekets te provide the necessary forty-odd
thousand dollars to bring 400 western dole-
gates to Ottawa to present that petition te
the government.

It should not be necessary for western people
to have [o go te ail that; trouble time after
time. The government wvas finally compelled
by the logic of events to do the things which
it tîad been asked te do before. Had the
government of gentlemen on my riglit been
stili in office, it xould have been cempelled by
the same set of circunistances te do as [bis
gox ernment has donc. Finally we got, not Si
a bushel but ninety cents; cx on thon they
would net go the distance. Why? Why would
they net agree te SI a busiiel initial pay ment
in the winter of 1941142, to become effective in
the ci-op 3 (ar 1942-43? Finallv, afte r mueh
he-.itatien ami aftor înany fluttcrings of
farme rs' hearts in tic west, xve got an announco-
nient that the gox'ernment would grant us
îwenty cents increase, makîng ninety cents a
bilshel and 1 think I amn correct in the state-
in nthtat se far as the Wheat Boeard Ac[ is
cicned tlic ninctv cents initial pîaYmint is

silJ in there, ex en thoughi at the present [unie
île boarl is making tlîe initial pavmient of
SI.25. Rornember again that this was breuglit
;boit, net boce.î. tbe goeonriint bl ..îid-
îlenly beceme synîpathetie and w'anted te hlp
Ilie farmers. but because tho transportation
,-yz.[om in war timoe made it impeossible, for a
fariner or an elex ater company te hiedge sales
of whcat again..t tic future on the Winnipeg
g-rain excbange nnd bc rcasonably sure of
nuaking, delivermy against tlîat centract in [lie
mnnh in v liielh [ho future was taken ; and [ho
farthor the( future xvas ahead, the less xvas [ho
pîe..pcet et that time of doing se, through
nohody's fault unloos it ho Mr. Hitler's and
tlîese n ho wcre with him. But it was impes-
sible te lay dean the stuif against a centract
in the place whîero the centract is fulfilleel in
the grain busines.s.

In erder te take rare cf that situation, iii
order te aveid confusion hecause of that con-
dition, [he gex ernment finally brought in
legislat ion stepping trading in wheat futures on
the Winnipeg grain exeliange, and autherized
[lie wheat board te take deliveries of ail exheat
ileliverod in western Canada and pay the
farmiers the initial payment of 81.25. There
ivas net nîuch cemplaint about that. We
people in the west are pîotty realistie.

We are net geing te quarrel over ail the
things that lave happened in [he past. Wbat
I have teld yen, Mr. Speakzer, bas been teld.
not in bitterness, net in any way te make


