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took exception last session ta tis committee
being appointed an the score that I did nlot
think it was wise in a time of war to revuse
the rules and pracedure of the House of Com-
mans. But I have since corne to the conclusion
that this war may be much longer than some of
us believed at the Urne I made that particular
statement, and I tbink it is as well that we
should at once take cognizance of the necessity
of making some revisions of our rules and pro-
cedure to enable us the better ta cape with
legisiation pertaining ta the conduct of the
war itself. I arn prepared to say this after-
noon that if hon. mernbers are agreeable the
government will, if necessary, interrupt the
debate on the speech frorn the tbrone to enable
committees to be appointed irnmediately. I arn
informed that the striking cornrittee already
bas a list of the names of those who are to be
on the standing committees, and we sbiould
therefare be in a position to have these corn-
mittees constituted irnmediateIy. It is the in-
tention of tbe governinent to have some of the
cornmittees that existed last session reestab-
lished, narnely, the cornmittee on reconstruc-
tion and rebabilitation, and the cammittee on
social security. I understand that the names of
the members of those committees are rekdy to
be presented to the bouse at any moment.
There is also the committee on war expendi-
tures and the committee on radio broadcasting.

A new committee baving to do with the elec-
tions act ie to be establisbed in order to ensure
adequate facilities for voting by members of
the armed forces wherever they rnay happen ta
be.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): le it in-
tended that the activities of that committee
and the legislation ta be brought down after it
bas made its report will be limited only ta the
taking of the soldier vote, or is there ta be
a general revision?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: No, it ie a
revision with reference ta the vote of members
of the arrned forces.

Mr. HANSON <York-Sunbury): That is
wbat we understood.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I think that
cavers the committees that the governrnent bas
in mind reconstituting or appainting at the
present time. Those commrittees rnay be
appointed at once.

I have anather suggestion which I sbould
like ta make ta hon. memabers, and I hope
they will consider it favourably. I arn net
putting it forward at the moment or until I
learn at first-band the sense of the houÉe. I
believe with members generally that rnucb
mare cf the wark of parliament could and
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sbould.be done by committees, and that we
would save rnuch general discussion if that vere
mare largely adopted as a metbod of pro-
oedure. Wie bave been accustomed ta sitting.
just haif a day on Wednesdays. 1 believe that
we would rnake more progrees during the
session if one day in the week were reserved
entirely for the work of cammittees. Members-
of parliament complain tbat they cannot serve
an committees and watch proceedings in the
hause at the same time. I arn sure it would
be a convenience ta rnembers generally if there,
were one day wbicb they could devote entirely
ta the work of tbe committees.

Mr. GRAYDON: Now that tbe righit han.
gentleman bas brouglit up this matter, bas be
given any tbought ta an alternative scheme-
umdepr which tbe time of parliament cauld be
utilized ta better effect with a different divis-
ion af work as between the cammittees and the
bouse?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Yes, I bave
given a gaod deal of tbaugbt ta it. Ons.
aspect ta whicb necessarily I have had ta give
the mast thougbt is bow tbe gaverament itself
can adequately cape with tbe questions that
come befare it frorn day ta day a the issues.
hecome larger and more seriaus, with tbe.
war reaching the stage which it bas reached at,
the present time. - As hon. inembers know, the
cabinet is obliged ta meet every day. In addi-
tion there ie the war cammittee cf the cabinet
which ie concerned iminediately wîth policy in
respect to aIl the important matters tbat came
up in connectian wîtb the war. Ministers of
the crawn cannot, I believe. give tbe 'time
that 18 needed for the careful consideratian.
of the war and atber measures that caine be-
fore this parliament during a war session at
tbe stage tbe war bas now reacbed witheut
baving some day which tbey can regard mare'
or less as their own for purpases cf carefui
cansideration cf the different measures. I
believe that if, after ail cammittees are
appainted, it were generally understaod thit
Wednesdays would be devoted ta the work of
committees, we would be serving alike the
interests of parliarnent and the interesta cf
tbe nation.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): The Prime,
Minister is suggesting tbat there shouki be no,
Wednesday sitting?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I arn suggestint
tha,, for consideration. But that wauld net
mean for a minute that the members will net
be fully occupied. I think the public would.
understand that there will be plenty cf work
for ail ta do. It will result, I believe, ia a.


