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country; indeed, we are sometimes forced to
the conclusion that many of them are secured
through collusion between the principals; but
until such time as we have an opportunity to
consider all the aspects of divorce I feel I
must oppose the amendment. We are dealing
with human happiness, with human lives, and
it is a question that should have our fullest
consideration. The only question involved in
the original motion is equality of the sexes.
I cannot bring myself to believe that there
should be one law for men and another for
women in their marital relations, and therefore
I shall support the bill.

Mr. O. R. GOULD (Assiniboia): Mr.
Speaker, it seems to me that the merits of the
amendment offered by the hon. member for
West York (Sir Henry Drayton) are such
that it deserves a place of its own on the
order paper; certainly it deserves a longer
time for discussion than is possible at this
particular stage. The bill proposed by the
hon. member for West Calgary (Mr. Shaw)
is for the purpose of placing the women of
western Canada on an equal basis with their
sisters in eastern Canada. The House has
discussed the question from time to time and
given it considerable study, and the majority
of hon. members are, I believe, anxious to
declare that the purpose of this bill should
be given effect to. I do not wish to disparage
the merits of the amendment, but until our
sisters in western Canada are placed on a
footing of equality with their sisters of eastern
Canada we of the west are going to protest.
Whatever penalties should be imposed in the
way specified by the amendment, and what-
ever the arguments for or against divorce, may
well be debated later on, but for the present
I think the House should confine itself to
dealing with the merits of the main motion.

The House divided on the amendment (Sir
Henry Drayton) which was negatived on the
following division:
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