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Now, here is the -Michigan law. Both tue earnings of the railway Company. That
parties, irrespeetive of polities, decided that is the point I wish to make, and I lhink
the charges in that state for passenger traf- if have established Ihat, the case is
fic were too large, and thaIt a reduction proven. If I have 10 go 10 a populous state
ought to be made in the passenger tratlic for [li proof of it, if I bave te go to New
rates, as well as in freight rates. After York statc and quole t1e resuits of the
agitation in the community and in the oleration of the lcading railway is lie
papers, the legislature passed this law : Uited Stnhs il may be sai tiît Ibis is

anu unfair comparison because New Yorkc
For a distance not exceeding five miles, three k a populous stale. Ccrtainly, I aasweî, it

cents per mile ; for all other distances, for all
companies, the gross earnings of whose passen- is a populous state, but it is aise populous
ger trains, as reported to the Commissioner of ii rnilway milcage, if I mny so express il.
Railroads, for the year 1888, equalled or exceed- There are thousands and thousanfs of miles
ed the sum of three thousand dollars for each of railway in lie stale cf New York alone,
mile of road operated by said company, two and there is a greal amount of railway cem-
cents per mile, and for all companies, the earn- petilien in that state. But. I lave for y
ings of whose passenger trains reported as afore- contention the auîhority of the New York
said, were over two thousand dollars and less Central, of ils passenger agent, and of ils
than three thousand dollars per mile operated
by said company, two and one-half cents per policy. Ils policy above cverything cisc
mile, and for all companies wvhose earnings are gees te prove that when you reduce the
less than two thousand dollars per mile, three passenger rate you stimulate Iravel anfil-
cents ner mile. crease te eariings uthe company. Sume

Tlat law applies to every railroafdi lhe people will ask If that is the case wthy
state, with the exception of one or two in do lley not reduce the rate of Iheir motion?
the northern portion. where the earnings do I < it knew vhy. Sucl action on Iheir
not coame up to $3,000 per mile per annum. part is neyer volunlarily taken. Yen have

always te xvakc ni) people te lise deinanda
Mr. HIEY). If tliat Michigan law was of he public in ordcr te get a reduction lu

appliedto the railways in Canada, 1w aîything. They have always argucd Ihal
many would coae under its operation ? it vonld be against Iheir inlerests te re-

Mr. IACLEAN. Well, I will tell him of lacc he rates, but experience las invari-
eue. ly showss that wlîcn 3yoi reduce the cost

of an article yen increase 11he censunîption.
Mr. IEYD. And that is all cf it, an cverybody gels he beiefit ef it.
Mr. IACLEAN. I will give hin a case.

it shovs the great effect of the law of comn- trade.
petition to obtain the rights of the people.
The Michigan Central, by ils returas to 3r. MACLEAN. My respected fricnd
parliinient here, shows thit it earns over frcm Victoria, N.S. (Hon. fr. Boss) hears
$3,00O a aille, and it therefore coaes with- nie eut in Ihal, ne malter whal we nay caii
in the iiciigan law. If we stated by an it We have only le go le the Post Office
Act of parlianent here to-day that any rail- Departmenl fer anoîher proof of il. Ii he
road earning $3,000 a mile for passenger Post Office Deparîment evcry lime the raie
trallic in a year was to give a two-cent a cf postage has heen reducef te publie
nile rate, irrespective of the fact whether have derived the benefil cf lie service ant
the Grand Trunk or the Caiadian Pacifie he pst office epsrnings have iucreased.
Raihvay earned that much, they would al] Another splendid instance is tie case ef the
have to corne to it. They would each give telegrap service in Great Brilain. Tiiere
the two-cent passenger rate. In New York was a lime whcn you oaly gel heu words
the New York Central was forced to do it fer a shilling. They cut the rate ii two
over their road. Now. I cannot accept the ant deîbled tie werdage ; tIaI la, lley
figures in the parlianientary returns for nade lie rate sixpence and gave ycu
Canada, and I have not secen the latest ones tweit- words aI thaI rate w'tl he resuit
in those returns. The Canada Southern, ac- [hat il las proved a profitable busiîess
cording to its mileage and passenger earn- heli for 11e people and for the pest office
ings, earns $3,607 a misîle in the year ;tie service. Tliere have been sorne deficits. but
Grand Tvuîik caris $2.7 ie(aaiî il shetîlf Uc rernernbered that tUe iisîiiberGrand~~~ Trn.an 2073 ; the Caniadian
Pacifie Railway, $1.261. I worked this out cf offices las been very much exîendei.
from the figures. Of course, the lion. gen- lo. 3r. ROSS (Victoria, NS.). The de-
tleman can argue that because they do not ficits have been caused by newspapcv rates.
corne up to the Michigan earnings they MACLEAN. Yes, they were caused
should not bc interfered with. by the ncwspapcr rates. But, Ihere is ai-

My answer to that is this : It has been other instance ef the effect cf tUe reductioî
proved in the Unite'd States that the eara- n rates, ad the reducion is Ilese lele-
ing capacity of a road does not go down grapi charges was hroughî about by legis-
because the passenger rate goes down, but lahion. 0f course, in Engiand the gos-ru-
that on the contrary, the experience in ment central he helegrapi service, but Iley
every case is that a reduction of the pas- feumsd it advanlageus le the peeple and
senger rates stimulates travel and increases advaîtageoas le the revenue of the post

Mn. MACLEAN.


