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extent to which an official under this Gov- r The PRIME MINISTER. It is an im-
ernment or under any Government may in- portant subject, and My hon. friend from
terfere in election inatters ? The hon. mem- Simcoe (Mr. Bennett) bas pointed out its
ber for Kingston (Mr. Britton) complained-| importance. But I do not think we can ad-
after all wien the coniplaint is sifted i journ at this hour.
think there is but little in it-that the offi-( Mr. FOSTER. Before my hon. friend
cers and men in the Battery at Kingston makes up his mind, I would like to be al-
marched to the polls in a body against him. lowed to say a word. One reason I have for
Now, had it been an election contest for the voting for the adjournment of the debate is
local legislature, I would say there was tis I do not think we can overrate the im-
something in the complaint of the bon. gen- 1portance of the subjeet we have been debat-
tleman. because, with a friendly returning ing to-day. I hatve listened with the greatest
officer and numbered ballots such as they pleasure and interest to the discussion,
have in the province of Ontario, .every faci iso far as it has gone, and to the expressions
lity would have been given to the party in of opinion which have gone forth from both
power to see exactly how these men voted- sides of the House, and which, in the main,
But under the rights of the ballot which I think, have been very reasonable opinions.
is in vogne for memnbers i the House of But it is undeniable that the country Is look-
Commions. every secrecy is provided, and ing with a great deal of interest to the ac-
thougli the nen may have gone in a body tion that will be taken by the incoming Gov-
to the polls. each one had the privilege to ernment on this subject. It is being widely
vote as he pleased. Now, before this dis- discussed throughout the country. Claims
cussion closes I trust the First Minister will are being advanced of a very preposterous
announce to the House what the intention nature which I do not think any Government
of the Goverunment is in regard to these In this country would allow ; others of a
officiais. The hon. gentleman is credited. more moderate nature, and there is a great
and I believe credited rightly so far as My :deal of discussion and a great deal of curi-
intercourse with him in the past extends, osity aroused in the country with reference
with being of generous impulses and ofe to the matter. Now, it is not for the purpose
kindly nature. Now, the hon. gentleman of lengthening the session or preventing sup-
must know that throughout the whole coun- ply that we have thought it right to provoke
try there is a. large number of men holding a discussion upon this subject. Certainly
positions under the Government, and not the interest in the debate has not been con-
only are those nen keenly interested in the fined to this side of the fouse. We have
tenure of the ottice they hold. but they not yet comle to any conclusion, ieither
have wives and familles, and these are de- have we got any authoritative statement
pendent upon the sweet will of bon. gen- from the leader of the Government
tliemen opposite. Therefore, before the de- and the important members of the
bate closes. I trust the First Minister willi Government, in reference to this subject.
announce that not only will be accentuate We are now face to face with the Esti-
the stateient made by the Controller of mates for the whole of the civil service and
Inland Revenue, but that he will go even a the contingent employees of the country,
little further. and will announce to the office- and on the eve of entering into the con-
holders of this country that before any dis-! sideration of those items it is not unreason-
missals f rom office are made. each case shalli able that we should discuss a matter of this
be fully and impartially investigated. It is kind and that we should have some reon-
iot a pleasant task for any Government to able expression of opinion from the leader

disniss officials. because it must of neces- of the Government and the prominent men-
sity carry in its train a large amount of bers of the Government as to the poliCy
liard feeling. I trust that before the de- they propose to pursue. For my own part
bate closes the hon. the First Minister will 'I should like to say something on thei sub-
repel the insinuation which has been made ject in hand, as I am pretty certain would
by ion. gentlemen. ministers of the exterior, a large number of other members. The
if I nay so term them. that the principle leader of the Opposition is not present with
shall be earried out that the Liberal party us to-day, but he will be at the next sitting
having been successful at the polls. shall of the House, and he will have something
adopt the motto, " To the victors belong to say on this subject. fIt will not add to
the spoils." and a wholesale decapitation the length of the session, or detract from the
shall ensue of those holding positions under rapidity of Supply. by having a reasonable
the Governnent. discussion on this matter. which is a most

Important one. Ifis not raised for the MereMr. BELL (Pictou) moved the adjourn- purpose of discussion, but for reasons en-
ment of the debate.. tirely different from that. So I would like

Tbe PRIME M1INISTER (MýIr. Laurier). 1fto press upon the leader of the House whe-
anm sorry to say to n'ylion. friend that 1ther It Is not reasonable to adjourn the de-
cannot accede to lhis deand. We must go bate at the present time.
on. Mr. DOMN1VILLE. The hon. gentleman

Mr. MONTAGUE. It Is a subject that who has just taken bis seat has spoken of
concerns every eonstitueney, dismissals. I should like to bring to his

Mr. BENNETT.


