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The average price during those thirteen
months was $3.18 in London an:d 3344 in
Montreal. a difference in favour of Lecndon
of 78 cents per 100 pounds. So we iind, al-
though sugar can be refined in Montreal
as cheaply as in London or anywhere else
in the world, that the refiners take care to
sell at the highest price which thL t.‘mft
will pemmt them to extort.

On the 300,000,000 pounds consumed by
our people, this difference of 7S cents per
100 pounds in price means that they paid
$2.340.000 more last year than was charged
in’ England for the same quantity. While
they were paying this excessive tax or
tribute to the retiners, our public treasury
received only £23.000 in the form of duty
collected on retined sugars. 1If we removed
the duty. the English refiners could lay
down sugar in Montreal. freight paid. for
GO cents per 100 pounds less than the aver-
age xelling price there throughout the year.
This would effect a saving on the 300.000,-
000 pounds of §1,800,000 a year.

But Nenator Ferguson says : ' In order to
have your consumer in a position to bu) your
products, you must give him work.” The men
employed by the refiners are the consumers
of products. The wage sheet of the refiner
is the measure of the benetit their employees
may be to the food producers of this coun-
try. Now, the refiners employ 1,927 men al-
together, and pay them $709.811 a year in
wages. This $709,811 finds its way, accord-
ing to Senator Ferguson, ** to the butcher
shop and every kind of establishment, and
into the pockets of the farmers of this coun-
try,” and in return the same butchers and
farmers pay 21 times that amount more for
their sugar thau they would have to pay if
there” were no sugar at all refined in the
coungry.

sut  we are told that without protection
the refiners would have to be shut down.
I would be sorry it they were: but, as
the consumers are forced to pay $2.50 to
the refiners in unearned profits for every
‘dollar which the refiners pay in wages to
their men, I may be pardoned if I even say,
let the refineries go. It they shut down,
many of the hands now employed would be
required to handle the imported article. But
would they shut down'? As I have said,
raw sugar can be laid down in Canada at
the same price as in England.  The half
cent per pound of duty which is now
on raw sugar would be also on refined.
Then. the freight between London and Mont-
real would itself be a very large protection
and ought to be sufficient to mmntam this

industry, even though the refiners have to.

pay higher wages than are paid in England.
Whether they do or not I do not know. 1
do not think they do. But at the lowest
‘rate the freight charges would amount to

over half a million dollars a year on our
_ Dresent consumption, equal to .over 75 per
cent of .the total amount of wages paid to
the employees engaged in this industry,

which is surely an ample protection for even
the most timid retiner.

Mr. SPROUCLE De you take that into
account in your (*llculatlon of the value of
sugar in  Montreal as compared with
London—the increased freight rates on the
raw sugar ?

Mr. DAWSON. I have said they are the
same. What does my hon. friend say they
are ? .

Mr. SPROULE. You have been giving it
yvourself, and it must be considerable.

Mr. DAWSON. I hope the hon. gentleman
will protit by the informatien 1 am giving
him. Now. this objeet lesson  illus-
trrites  the  position  of  the  protected
manufacturers generally.. In every case they
take for their pmduus all that the law will
allow, and if competition threatens they
simply combine ‘and kill competition. We
know now, after several days’ debate,
that it is the intention of the Government to
stick to protection ; and I must say that
they (hsplav a large amount of worldy
wisdom in so deing though little regavd for
the welfare of the counuy. They are wise
pohtlu.ms in sticking to the poliey which
has earried them through so far. They are
wise in kecping up the class legislation which
has served them so well. By their class
legislation they have made ric I men rlclu-r
but they have robbed the poor. They have
kept themselves in power by the lavish use
of boodle contributed by the men whom they
have helped, for the rvpnle fund is the lar-
gost element in bringing about their SUCCess
at the polls, as is well known to them and
te us, and to the people of this country,
and, I am sorry to say, to thuse in the
beloved motherland also. But I'think that
the day has gone when they will again suc-
ceed in bribing the people with their owvn
mouey. . The people know that the money
which the protected manufacturers con-
tribute to the election fund of the party in
power is money which has been taken wrong-
fully from them. under cover of speciul leg-
islation. enacted in behalf of those inter-
ests. They know that it is their moaey
which has been paid into the. fund to be
spent in their own undoing. ,

And I think the day is gone by when they
will be so easily dccel\'ed as to consent
again to return to power the men who have
ruined the great mass of the people of this
ccuntry and built up only a small and a
favoured class.

Before sitting down I wish to con-
gratulate the Government on having at last
:ucepted the advice of their opponents
in this House. Year after year, mem-
bers of Her Majesty's loyal Opposition
have been pomnno' out to that Govern-
ment how savings could be effected.
They were laughed at for their pains. Game
was made of the proposition of hon. gentle-

meu on this side by the subsidized press of



