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the Orient !s ¢ne which may lbecome very
acute at any momeni, and the moment the
quaestion becomes acute, Great Britain will
be iuvolved ir these complications and ghe
may be precipitated into war. If she is pre-
cipitated into war it iz to her of the greatest
gnd mighiiest importance to have the sup-
port of the Empire of Japan. For these rea-
sons, I hope the hon. gentleman who ad-
dressed the House &8 momenti ago, upen the
question of Japanese labour ard upon the
action of the Government, 80 far as we dis-
gllowed the Acts of the British Columbia
legislature, will reconsider his determina-
tiorn, and will give this support in this mat-
ter to the Government which has acted in
cbedience to reasons of wide Imperial policy,
and upen the convictien that we should de
cur best to maintain the aillance of Great
Britain with the Empire of Japan. These
are the reasons which actuated us. It is
not 2 plezsart thing to have tc come to this
decision, but we thought we owed it to our-
selves and ovur position as British subjecis
that every other consideration should glve
way Defore that reason of Imperial neces-
gity. It will not do for us as Britist sub-
jects only to slng * God Save the Queen’” and
to ‘boast of our British connection at ban-
quets and at demonstrations and celebrsa-
tions. We must also be prepared te make
some sacrifices because our obligations may
claim sacrifices. 1 suppose I do mot utter
my own Sentiment alone, but that I wutter
the sentiment of every hon. gentleman on
this occasion, when 1 say, that we should
be prepared arnd be ready for every sacri-
fice which our Imperial connection may de-
mand at our hands. If we take the glory
and the advantages we must algso take the
dutles ; we must be ready for them and
abide by them. There are the regsons which
have actuated the Government in relation
to this question. There are other statutes
which were passed Dy the legislature of
British Columbia last session. In repiy to
the hon. gentlemsan some few days sago, 1
stated that these statutes had been sub-
mitted to the hon. Minister of Justice who
is reporting upon tuem. He is considering
whether or not they are legal and constl-
tutioral, and if they are legal and comstitu-
tionai he has to report {0 the Government
and the Government wili have to consider
whether the same reasons of Imperial policy
are involved. The duty which may be in
cumbent wpor us as to thesze statntes we
must discharge in the light of the consider-
adons that actnated us in deariing with the
staiates passed by ihe British Columbta le.
giglatore the gesslon before last. With ihe
other gnestion raised by my hon. friend, as
to Gelicdan and Doukhobor immigration, 1
ehall not attempt at this meoment te deal. 1
wiil leave it to auy Rhon. colleague, the NMin.
ister of ihe Interfor (Mr. Sifton), dut I
must deprecate the tone of the remsrks of
the hon, gentleman upon this zubject. We
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capnot in this, our Osnada, allew this policy
of the dog-in-the-manger to prevail. We
have lands in the Norih-west, what do we
want to do with them ? Of course we muat
have desirable immigrants. As to the Gall-
cians I know neothing, but a8 to the Doukho-
bors 1 know & little, not that I know them
persenally, but all accounts agree that they
are a poble race. Let me call the attention
of the hon. gentleman (Mr. Prior) to this
fact, and I think it ought be sufficlent to
make him recsil his remarks with regard to
Doukhobors. They beloeng to the Caucasian
race ; they de not bhelong to the Galiclan
race. They are very pectilar in their habits;
they will not fight, but I am serry te have
beard the remarks of the hon. gentleman
(Mr. Prior) on this subject. The Doukhobors
will not bear armes, it is true, but has it ever
come inte the mind of & British subject,
in any part of the British Emplire, to osira-
cize the Quakers or people of similar reli-
gious thoaght, because they will not bear
arms ? Why, Sir, some of these Quakers are
amongst the best men that the British Em-
pire bhas ever known. In conclusion let me
say that, for my part, I am not prepared
to favour the immigration of these Mongo-
lian races which do not assimilate with us,
but as to the Caucaslan races and European
races—not all of them, but all those who
readily assimilate with us—it is our duty
to open our doors to them and follow the
exan;.ple of the mother country in that re-
spect,

The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR
(Mr, Sifton). The reference which the hozn.
gentieman (Mr. Prior) has made to immnii-
gration outside of the Chinese and Japanese,
makes it desirable that 1 shouid say a few
words. The House will be In committee up-
on ‘the immigration estimates in a short
while, when every possible information will
be given to the members of this House, and
they will necegsarily be in a much better
position to discuss intelligently the sub-
ject than It Is poasible for them to do 3t
the present time. To a very considerable
extent I sympsathlze with the hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Prior) in regard to ithe Chinese and
Japanese. The same views have been ex-
presged in this House by the hon. member
for Burrard (Mr. Maxwell), and these views
have been pressed very stromgly upon the
Government by the diferent members from
British Qolumbia. iAs I undersiangd it, this
is largely a question in British Columbia
between. the white Isbouring man and the
Chinese and Japanese; and, a8 in most
cases where the labouring msn comes in
contact with & competitor who deals with
him uafairly, I am bound to say that my
sympsthies are altogether with ¢he Canadian
labouring man. [ feel! that the labouring
man of Brilish Columbia has a vight to pro-
tect Rlmself agalnst this unbealthy yivaliry ;
a rivalry which dues not tead 1o develop the
bighest type of citlsens. It waz with very
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