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SENATE 5

dependants; then so long must the Government strive to
assist them.

It must do so even as it acknowledges and weighs the
concern expressed increasingly by Canadians about the
extent and the nature of foreign ownership in the
Canadian economy. Legislation dealing with one aspect of
this complex problem, the uranium industry, will be
introduced for your consideration.

All these matters require your earnest consideration
even as the events of the world beyond our borders
demand our constant attention. Canadians have long real-
ized that they represent but a single segment of a larger
world community. The political, economic and social
health of Canada cannot be maintained should infection
of either a primary or secondary nature be rampant in
the world at large. The Government continues, therefore,
to direct its efforts in increasing measure to those tasks
where Canadian initiative and Canadian competence may
prove to be as effective as has other Canadian enterprise
in the past. Much of this effort is expended within the
framework of the United Nations, celebrating this year a
quarter century as the conscience and the hope of man-
kind. In such diverse but important fields as disarma-
ment, environmental protection, economic development
planning, the creation of new international legal struc-
tures for the deep oceans and outer space, and interna-
tional security, we work and remain committed to a
world in which peace, social progress and the dignity of
man will be the norm and not the exception as is now
too often the case.

An economy that is in need of adjustment; a society
beset by a variety of tensions; an environment that has
been abused and degraded; an international community
that is under intense pressures—these are problems that
demand our urgent attention. But of those that are basi-
cally Canadian, none is insoluble. None takes the form of
those dilemmas or irreconcilable issues which elsewhere
fire the violence of despair. Notwithstanding its difficul-
ties, Canada continues to enjoy social stability to an
exceptional degree.

This stability is not simply a matter of luck. Good
fortune is a factor, but we should accept gracefully the
fact that we are also more amenable to reason and,
perhaps, more capable of wise decision than we are nor-
mally willing to admit. The burden of our European
inheritance and our fascination with our American
neighbour tend often to detract us and cause us to be
unaware of that reasonableness and that wisdom. We
forget to our own disadvantage, for these are traits that
have made Canada a land of freedom. Canadians should
pause on occasions such as this to reflect that their
country is regarded by others with envy. It is a high
place of liberty in the world. It is held in esteem because
in Canada respect is paid to the individual; privacy and
freedom of thought are honoured. Among us, each citi-
zen, each community, finds its roots in liberty. Our
national entity does not depend upon a melting pot, but
is a concerted exercise of free will.

It is in this sense of liberty as a supreme value, and of
tolerance as its social and political expression, that we
find our foundation and strength as a people. Let us
recognize with pride and with modesty what so many
strangers admire and see in us: that we have achieved

greatly, that in the future even greater achievements are
within our reach. We have the capacity, if we retain the
will, to adjust our society to reflect the values of our
peoples, to benefit from a rich cultural life, to create
viable political and social structures, and to strike an
equilibrium with nature without which all the rest may
be undone.

The conviction is growing throughout the world that if
man is to survive he must strive without delay to regu-
late his future. This is a task which presupposes a full-
ness of freedom and an extensive field of human experi-
ence. Now, as we enter the decade of the seventies,
Canada is free enough, vast enough, and diversified
enough to undertake this task which is so vital and
which will have such world-wide effects. Should we not
lose our will or our nerve, this task can be accomplished
and could prove to be the principal element of the
Canadian fact. We stand on the threshold of greatness.

Members of the House of Commons:

During this Session, you will be asked to grant the
necessary funds for the services and expenditures
authorized by Parliament.

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

The Prime Minister will lay before you today a list of
bills that will be submitted to you during the Session.
May Divine Providence guide you in

deliberations.

your

The Commons withdrew.

His Excellency the Governor General was pleased to
retire.

The sitting of the Senate was resumed.

The Honourable Senator McDonald presented to the
Senate a Bill S-1, intituled: “An Act relating to Rail-
ways”.

The Bill was read the first time.

The Honourable the Speaker informed the Senate that
a copy of the Speech of His Excellency the Governor
General had been left in his hands.

The Speech was read by the Honourable the Speaker.

The Honourable Senator McDonald moved, seconded
by the Honourable Senator Bourget, P.C.:

That the Speech of His Excellency the Governor
General, delivered this day from the Throne to the two
Houses of Parliament, be taken into consideration on
Tuesday, 20th October, 1970.

The question being put on the motion, it was—
Resolved in the affirmative.



