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the review is not only to adjust our poliCy to the changing conditions but

to promote greater public understanding of the reasons for these policies .

The Press : Is France at the head of the lieit of the Continental European

countries with which you want to eatablish closer bilateral ties? It seea=

to have wandered outside the fold aoi' m;hat . In Canada in a unique position

to bring it back into the coa=unity?

Fr. .,harp : Yes, I believe that our relatiota with France are a central part

of our relations with Continental Europe and our relations with France will

certainly be subject to study to see how best we 'can prornte good relations

between our two countriea and also to promte our cc=on interests in the

Francophone .

The Press : Px, Sharp, the policy atater~ont makis reference *to substantial

increases in financial aid to the Francophone . Is the intention here just to

overwhelri the initiatives that the Quebec (}ovent night take in the ea me

regard?

1'r . Sharp : 1:0,, I doubt very =ch vtiether Quebco will •take overxhelazing

initiatives in spending money in the Francophone .

Z b e Prenz :I-lell, then, money aside then, the other areas ?

1.1r . ^hArp : No . Z:e are very happy to see Quebec proaoting on behalf of the

pcople of Qu(!bec the relationships with other French-speaking eountries . We

have never ob .`ected to this . But ire believe, as a federal goPerniaent, as the

Goverrunent of CAnada, which is a bilipgaal countrp, that we have a responsibilit y

for pronot.inF eood relations with other French-speaking countries of the worl d

as well as with other countries that speak English or other countries from

which many of our peoiiles cone . We consider this a part of a general responsibility

and u'e can qtiite understand that Quebec itself aay wish to promote good relations

and promot.P thP interests of French-speaking peoples around the world . We have

no objection to that, and never have had any ob j ection.


