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Local mover shaking
up Washmn gton @2

N Sharon Geldart-
Wry part of first
women’s
international
trade mission

By DAN RUBINSTEIN
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It may be her first trip to
Washington, but Sharon
Geldart-Wry hasn’t had time
to tour around the American
capital yet. She’s simply
been too tusy for the likes of
the Lincoln Maonument and
Smithsonian Museum.

“We're making history

here,” the Moncton busi- .

nesswoman said in 2 tele-
phone interview from her
D.C. hotel room yesterday.
“It's been one exciting week.
My mind is just boggled by
all the info mey ve thrown
at us. It's so intense.”
Geldart-Wry, the secre-
tary-treasurer of Geldart's
Warehouse & Cartage, a
moving company, is in
Washington for the first-
ever Cznadian businesswo-
men's international trade
mission to the U.S. capital
The mission is being led by

e three-day gathering,
which wrapped up late yes-
terday, was an oppartunity

‘for 160 Canadian women to

learn about exporting their
goods and services south of
the border. Geldart-Wry was
one of just four New Bruns-
wickers there, the other
three women are from Fred-
ericton.

“We've been given all
kinds of exposure. People
are ready to help us expand
our export markets,” said
this year’s winner of the
Prix Murie] Fergusson
Award, given biannruaily to
a woman in New Brunswick
who demonstrate leadership
in management, innovation
and contribution to her cam-
munity.

During the mission, which
featured chances to net-
work, meetings, workshops,
and a dinper at the Czana-
dian embassy, Geldart-Wry
said opportunifies to con-
nect with Marchi were tre-
mendous. Each of the 160
delegates got to Know the
minister personally, she
said.
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She also tbought the wark-
shops were very helpful. At
one of the sessions, Geldart-
Wry led a table of women
talking about the problems

they face getting goods
across the border. ¢
“Eight ladies sitting

around this tzble made $50 .
millicn in revenue last
year,” she said, =xplaining
that the collective spirit in
Washington excited every-
body there. “Everybody is
revved up — there’s no
other way to explain it.”

In Canada, roughly one-
third of all companies are
led by women. These 700,000
firms create jobs at four
times the average nztional
rate and today employ about
1.7 million people. Those
numbers are all growing,
Geldart-Wry said, and now
Marchi had taken notice and
gotten on side.

“The minister said he
never realized how much en-
ergy and dedication we
bring to the Canadian econ-
omy. He saw why we’re
growing so fast. And, as far
as we're concerned, if the
government .doesn't have a
follow up for. :this, we*e
gaing to. dn.::.aurselve< s
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