
demonstrations and strikes despite the risk ofjail, torture or murder at the hands of the army. I
1985, Marcos caied a snap clection and then moved to declare himself as president against the
resuits of the vote. By this time there was a very active network of thousands of parish churches
ail over the country, sheltering and training a nonviolent movement, opposing Marcos.

Corazon Aquino's opposition party used marches and petitions, trained poli watchers, held raffies,
vigils and civil disobedience to umdermine Marcos' attempt to steal the election. Crucial defections
from the governmcnt by two key leaders provided the final crisis. Marcos ordered the army to
capture the defectors. Cardinal Jaime Sin the head of the Roman Catholic Church, rushed to the
Church-owned radio station and called the people to gather on thc streets to prevent the army
from taking thc rebel officers. Millions of people poured onto the streets. Determined to stay as
long as it took to depose Marcos, the people prayed and sang, shared their food and drink, and
somehow gave the occasion Uic atmosphere of a picnic. They stayed on Uic streets for four days
until Marcos finally fled.

After Aquino took over, thc Filipino, peace movement reflected on what nmade their nonviolent
revolution possible. They pointed to, their common refigious faith, and Uic support of church
leaders who had encouraged grassroots groups based in churches ail over Uic country .They
described their strength as coming from their faith and their bubbling sense of humor. The people
shared common goals of social justice and had leaders who, could articulate Uic issues and inspire
others.


