
may pit the KPA against the DKBA in the future,
and if the KNU (Karen National Union) continues to,
f ight both groups, then the SPDC wilI likely take a
step back, simply supplying and encouraging the
war in Karen State until ail of the resistance move-
menits are so weak that they can be crushed and
controlled one by one.

In areas where there is full SPDC control and no
resistance, the villagers becomne completely at the
disposai of the Army. They must continuaily do
rotating shifts of forced labour as servants at each
of the Army camps near their village, and new
Armny camps are always being established. They
must also go for up to two weeks per month of
forced labour on infrastructure projects, such as
roads, railways and hydro dams, which the Army
implemeuts to consolidate control and attract for-
eign investment. Villagers must also pay the costs
of these projects; the SPDC controlled media often
describes "self-reliance basis" projects, meaniug
those whlch are constructed entirely with the
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In urban areas the SPDC has decreased its
demnands for forced labour, because It fears the
possibility of uprisings iu the cities and because
forced labour iu the cities Is more visible to foreigu
visitors. Instead the regime uses convicts for
forced labour in the cities or brings lu villagers
fromn rural areas, whie those who live lu the cities
simply pay cash lu lieu of doing forced labour. Iu
some forced labour projects on tourist routes the
SPDC has even taken to paylug forced labourers,
thought the amount paid is usually 20 or 40 Kyats
per day, which is no more than 25% o! the money
needed for daily food. This allows themn to show
foreigners that forced labourers are "pald", even
though the rest of the country forced labourers are
neyer pald.

lu some rural areas thousands of acres are con-
fiscated and the villagers must do forced labour
establishlng fishpond projects and rubber planta-
tions. These projects are often promoted lu the
media as "local income generation", but ail pro-
ceeds go to the Army. Officers also steal the wages
and rations of rank-and-file soldiers and then order
their soldiers to survive by looting the villages. Al
farmers who still have land must hand over 25-50%
of their crops as a quota to the Armny and are paid
only 10-20% o! market price. The quotas increase
every year; even when there are bad crops and nat-
ural disasters, and farmers often have to seil their
belonglngs to buy rice at market price just so they
will have enough to pay the quota and avoid arrest.
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