
Violent conflict, within, states as well as bctween states, remains a major thareat to

human security. The. post-Cold War world bas seen an upsurge i armed conflicts within

states, conflicts which enguif entire societies, pitching neighbour against neighbour. The

whole social fabric of life is destroyed; homes, schools and communities are on thie front lin.

Distinctions between combattant and non-combattant disappe8. In such total war, terror

against civilians is deliberate. The. great mnajority of casualties are civilian and well over baif

of those are children, deliberate victims of armed conflict. In the last decade, millions of

children have been killed and clisabled i such conflicts, tens of millions displaced, hundreds

of thousands conscripted as combattants (7).

The. predominaxice of itra-state conflicts should not obscure the. fact that international

conflicts also impact heavily on children. The. war against Iraq and the. subsequent imposition

of economic sanctions on that country, have had a disastrous effect ou child morbidity and

mortality i Iraq. The recent cross-border war between Ethiopia and Eritrea caused

significant civilian casualties. The. conflict i the Democratic Republic of Congo, which uow

ivolves thie armed forces of several African buates, is fought i Congolese communities.

Childreu are bot victims aud combattants.

Thus de facto, a conceru with child rights and protection must b. at the. centre of any

international deliberations on security and conflict. Violent social change and turbulence are

lilcely to continue - and perhaps icrease - i xany parts of the world as old political, order

dissolve, as the gap between the rich elites and the most disadvantaged grows and as

competition for scarce resources grows. Attention to child protection is esseutial, given the

inrrfld;ng frecuencv of armed conflicts, their disproportioflate impact on children sud by the


