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INTRODUCMON
AMough Migeria has been ruled by mâitary leaders for thirty of its thirty nine- years of eýàstence
since independence, the ortensive partnership between the mifitary and sections of the civilian elite
as well as the poor record of civilian regimes, make it somewhat problernatic to view the mifitary
or mifitary rule as a distinctive landmark in the history of the country. It is true that mifitary rule
has contributed signfficandy to the legitimation of violence in politics and governance, but the
mm= widesPrSd anti miktary ethos and feeling of relief and hope as Migerim military rulers
Preffl 1LO hand over to avilians, owes more to the atmcities and rfign of terror unleashed by the
Babangida and Abacha regimes than to, anythini else.

The extrernes, of this period d an equally significant reaction from, various, irftrest groups
and sections Of Society, and it is in the 4W of the eqmience of organising against a repressive
and unrePruentative, government, that it is tunely and important for both *civil Society groups"
and theïr international supporterz and alhes to assess the stuation for the fimire, after the mârtary.
ThiS PaP« =Mines the concept of *Civil Society," its organisation and new opportunifies and
cOnbulmg cOnstrRintS Prumted for political and smo-wonorme development in Migena after the
military.

What do we mean by "" Society"? IlÙs is not a new terra but has become very popular in the
Pau five years. It is variously used to, junapose the military with the civilian populace; the military
and civilian "political clase with the mu of the populace Cm other words, the leadmidup with tbe
followers); and the.State with all other organised groups not direWy influenced or sponsored by
IL Examples given of such groffl muge fi= trade unions, audem taganiuâon, religious
associations, Iniman riRMs sroupg, buziness and profbssiond womeds groups, and
even universities and mm-ch institute& The thing that aff these definifim sSm to have in
COMMM là, that they define civil Society as the people of a geographk location organised as
interest or lobby groups.

HOwcv«. common usage ofthe term todayý goes beyond mere description to ascribe a certain
legbrnacy to "" society' ovS and above the State or vunments. It is M clcar why tbe
State is so, demonised and civil Society - usually in the form of nSkovum=W oWmiumfi0--M
(NGOS) is hemkied as the form, of organisation for the Mue, deServing of more support froin tbe
int«national community.

civil Society - are of such différent typý engaged m " diffkrent activities that it
really is not useffil to himp tbesn together under one umberefia. They in&& community baud
Rfflumbons such as ânners S-perabves, local credit unuxis, eduw town or village unions, mm
OrMaüons such as the market womms assocMon and the NWional Anocaton of 94«Îan
Students, MligiQuS WWM bide unions, professional associations. voluntary cWitable


