SUDAN - OIL & CONFLICT TIMELINE

April 1983: Civil war re-ignites after mutinies by army
commanders Arok Thon Arok, Kerubino Kuanyin, John

Garang and others lead to formation of the Sudan
People's Liberation Army (SPLA).

September 1983: Nameiri introduces " sharia” laws - used by his
regime 10 terrorise and humniiate, with indefinite detertion, pubic
floggings, amputations - and death penalty for “heretics”.

White Nile Petroleum Company (owned by government,
Chevron, Shell and Apicorp) created to build 1,420-km
export line from Unity and Heglig via Kosti to Red Sea

terminal between Port Sudan and Suakin; projected cost
uUssibn.

1984
Nimeiri uses southem ethnic Nuer “Anya Nya Two" militia
against SPLA in the oilfields.

March'1984: SPLA attacks oil fields in the south;
Chevron suspends operations. Three expatriate Chevron
workers are kidnapped from Rub Kona base, near Bentiu.
and killed.

July 84: Government signs deal with Trans-African
Pipeline Co. of US to build 1,760-km pipeline across
Sudan to Central African Republic. (It was never built.)

JONGLEI CANAL WORK IS HALTED BY SPLA

Adnan Khashoggi is offered all-in oil deal by Nimeiri,
making implicit threat to Chevron to resume operations.

1985
Fighting in southern Sudan escalates to highest leveis :
yet. Khartoum and other towns fill with people displaced by war in
south and famine in west. War spending is double that for education
and bealth.
Anti-Nimeiri alliance of trades unions, professional associations and
student bodies co-ordinates opposition, establishes extensive
clandestine network of banned political parties, women and youth
associations, as well as cells within the army and police.
April 1985: Massive demonstrations precede a general
strike that paralyses the country; Nimeiri is overthrown
by army after popular uprising. SPLA rejects peace overtures
of transitional military junta headed by his former Defence Minister.
1986
April-May - Parliamentary Elections - Sadiq al-Mahdi becomes
Prime Minister of a series of coalitions. No voting in half the 86
southern constituencies on grounds of “insecurity”.
November 86 : Government sheives all contracts for

$375m oil pipeline proposal by White Nile Petroleum
consortum (Chevron. Royal Dutch/Shell, Arab Petroleum

Investments Corporation, International Finance Corporation and
Sudan government), despite complaints from parmers.

1987
"Anya-Nva Two" militia breaks up after SPLA's 1986 military
successes; senior commanders defect with virtally entire units to
SPLA.

1988
Chevron resumes its activities, planning a six-year
exploration and drilling program. China buys part of
Chevron concession.

Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi and his Minister of Defence, Gen
(rd) Mubarak Osman Rahma, (Nimeiri's last ambassador to
Beijing), sign large arms deal with China. Sadiq does not stay in
power long enough to take delivery of the weapons.

1989
January-March 89: SPLA "New Kush" Division enters Nuba
Mountains led by Yusif Kuwa.advance close to Kadugli, Nuba
Mountains, South Kordofan, overrunning police posts. Despite
SPLA-government ceasefire, SPLA units infiltrate Tulushi in the
western hills.

April 89: Government transfers remnants of the anti-SPLA militia
"Anya Nya Two" to Kadugli, where they gain a reputauon for
ruthlessness. Over 200 Nuba in Kadugli are detained, including
many members of the Sudan National Party. Several are summarily
executed.

30 June 1989: Lt-Gen al-Bashir and Hassan al-Turabi's
National Islamic Front (NIF) stage military coup

NIF overthrows Prime Minister Sadiq al-Mahdi's elected
government, aborting peace process and upcoming
constitutional conference with SPLA. War escalates in the
South; large shipments of arms from China (ordered by
Sadiq) are paid for by Iran.

November 89: In Upper Nile, "Anya-Nya Two" forces allied with

Army against SPLA disrupt guerrilla supply lines between Bahr al-
Ghazal and Ethiopia.
1990

1990: Chevron finally quits and relinquishes all its

concessions, after spending more than S1billion.

January 90: Khartoum reaches deal with Libya for free supply of
600.000 tons of oil (agreement extended twice until May 1991 but
supply proves erratic).

April 90: Extrajudicial execution of 28 military officers and
unspecified numbers of NCOs and soldiers follows anti-NIF coup

attempt.

June 90: Garang announces upcoming SPLA talks with Bashir.
August 90: Gulf War breaks out. Khartoum backs Iraq and is
boycotted by Gulf Co-operation Council. Riyadh suspends supplies.

September 90: Iran's president Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
declares his support for Sudan and describes the war in the South as a
"holy war". More than 60 lawyers and judges, including at least
eight from the High Court and the Deputy Chief Justice, are
dismissed. Fifteen Nuba NCOs in the Sudanese army are executed
for "plotting and collaborating with the SPLA", after 45 officers are
arrested.

1991

SPLA peace negotiations with regime sponsored by Kenya.

March 91: Visit to China by Sudan's military chief of logistics: an
arms contract worth US$300m is reportedly signed, to be financed by
the NIF with funds from Iran. Two helicopters, one hundred 1,000-
pound high altitude bombs and assorted ammunition are later shipped
to Port Sudan. China sends team to instruct Sudanese pilots and
aircrews in high altitude bombing. Bombardments of civilian targets
in the South increase.

May 91: Overthrow of Mengistu Haile Mariam of Ethiopia.
Weakened by the subsequent loss of logistical support from Ethiopia,
the SPLA, which at this point holds 90% of the rural areas and
several towns, loses considerable ground to government forces over
the next three years.



