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BBITISH INVESTMENT IN CANADA

Peter Freyseng, Assistant Trade Commi s-
oner, reports 'in "Foreign Trade" that tradi-

Onally, United Kingdom investment has played
important role in Canadian economic devel-

ment. B the end of 1955 the total value of
itish long-term holdings ·in this country
talled· $2.4 billion. This roughly equalled

e 1939 figure of $2.5 billion which was at

wn by the repatriation of Canadian holdingÈ
ring and after the war to a low of $L.6bil-
on in 1948. The value of British investments

1955 was 33 per cent tabove the $1.8 billiori«
1945 and represented nome 17 per centof

e book value of all foreign investment in

'nada in 1955.

PATTEN HAS CHANGED

The pattern of B-itish investmet in'Canade

iat developed in the decade after the war

Lffered materially from that of the prewar

ýars. Since 1945, somewhat more emphasis has

ýen placed on direct holdings in Canada

irough equity investments in subsdiary
Lants and branch operations. In 1955 United

ýngdom direct investment totalled $88.3 mil-
Lon, or about 38 per cent of the total value

E the British stake in this -country, The cor-

ýspônding 1939 figure for this type of capi
al investment was $366 million, or 15 per
it of the totalFurthermore, United Kingdom
ireet investment rose by over 150 per-cent

ctween 1945 and 1955, considerably. more than

ie gain in total British capital investment
m Canada over the same period.
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