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appropriate, bilateral and multilateral assistance agencies may be involved in
this process at the request of an affected African country Party.

Article 7
Timetable for preparation of action programmes

Pending entry into force of this Convention, the African country Parties,
in cooperation with other members of the international community, as
appropriate, shall, to the extent possible, provisionally apply those provisions
of the Convention relating to the preparation of national, subregional and
regional action programmes.

Article 8
Content of national action programmes

p 1 Consistent with article 10 of the Convention, the overall strategy of
national action programmes shall emphasize integrated local development
programmes for affected areas, based on participatory mechanisms and on
integration of strategies for poverty eradication into efforts to combat
desertification and mitigate the effects of drought. The programmes shall aim
at strengthening the capacity of local authorities and ensuring the active
involvement of local populations, communities and groups, with emphasis on
education and training, mobilization of non-govermmental organizations with
proven expertise and strengthening of decentralized governmental structures.

Q2 National action programmes shall, as appropriate, include the
following general features: :

(a) the use, in developing and implementing national action programmes, of
past experiences in combating desertification and/or mitigating the
effects of drought, taking into account social, economic and
ecological conditions;

(b) the identification of factors contributing to desertification and/or
drought and the resources and capacities available and required, and
the setting up of appropriate policies and institutional and other
responses and measures necessary to combat those phenomena and/or
mitigate their effects; and

(c) the increase in participation of local populations and communities,
including women, farmers and pastoralists, and delegation to them of
more responsibility for management.

3. National action programmes shall also, as appropriate, include the
following:

(a) measures to improve the economic environment with a view to
eradicating poverty:

(i) increasing incomes and employment opportunities, especially for
the poorest members of the community, by:



