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(Mr. Errera, France)

and parallel efforts are required in the political sphere and the military
sphere. The year 1990, with the end of the division of Germany and of Europe,
the agreement on conventional disarmament and the CSCE summit, marked a
historic turning-point. Even though uncertainties may remain - as current
events have reminded us - 1991 has recorded further decisive progress with the
START 1 agreement. Agreement on a comprehensive convention to ban chemical
weapons is in sight. But the task remains considerable, and we must spare
other regions of the world the conflicts and dangers that Europe has
experienced. That is why my Government is extremely alert to the problems of
non-proliferation in the nuclear sphere, as in the sphere of chemical and
biological weapons, and that of ballistic missiles.

With specific reference to the subject of regulating conventional arms
transfers and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, my
delegation, on instructions from my Government and in agreement with the other
parties concerned, has just submitted as an official document of the
Conference (under the symbol CD/1103) the communique of the meeting that the
representatives of the five countries held in Paris on 8 and 9 July lastok il
think that we can all agree on the unprecedented nature of such a meeting and
the importance of the discussions and the decisions that were reached.

Without entering into the details of the communique, I should like to draw the
Conference's attention to the following elements. The Five confirmed that
they would not transfer conventional weapons when, in the light of the
circumstances, such transfers would be likely to jeopardize stability. They
agreed to support continued work to establish, under the aegis of the

United Nations Secretary-General, a register of arms transfers, drawn up on a
non-discriminatory basis, as a step towards increased transparency on arms
transfers and in general in military matters. They also strongly supported
the objective of establishing a weapons-of—mass—destruction—free zone in the
Middle East, through the full implementation of Security Council

resolution 687 and the adoption by all the countries in the region of a
comprehensive progtammé of arms control. Lastly, they expressed their
intention to continue their discussions omn these subjects, inter alia with a
view to establishing guidelines to ensure the observance of rules of restraint
as regards arms transfers.

My delegation considers it a matter of the utmost importance for the
Conference on Disarmament to be kept informed of the work of the Five in these
areas, work which complements the efforts of other States or groups of

States. For its part it will do its best to contribute to those efforts.

I should now like to say the following in my personal capacity. I know
that it is not customary in this forum to comment on an event or to express
feelings, still less emotioms. But there are times when morality and politics
converge. There are times when, through its force, through its intensity, an
event takes on universal significance. There are times when what is generally
called progress takes on its full meaning. So when a country - and not just
any country = succeeds in avoiding a hazardous enterprise, when a people
expresses 1its will to resist and says no = no to threats, no to intimidation,



