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War came to Canada rarely but to Canadians RGN

more often. The United States invaded twice,
once officially in the War of 1812, and once
informally when it permitted an in-and-out
incursion by the Fenians, Irish-American vet-
erans of the Civil War. The War of 1812 left a
memento in the form of a letter from a Lieuten-
ant Fitzgerald commending the successful effort
of Laura Secord, a determined housewife, to
warn the British troops of an American attack.
The big wars, World Wars I and II, left more
tragic souvenirs — 48,121 Canadians died in the
first, 41,700 in the second. The members of
CANSO T/162 Squadron R.C.A.F. described a
fatal World War II meeting with a German
U-boat in the report above right. That war saw
Canada’s industries gain status under the direc-
tion of C.D. Howe, the man at the wheel of the
500,000th vehicle produced for the front.
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