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Teachers ofton become discotnraged ini dealing witbt

a certain clame of pupils whom it appears difficult to
interest in ordinary branches of study; there ieaa'
duliness of perception and perhape often a lack of'
intrest in their work. That this doos not proceed 1

roiwant of intelligence ies hown by the fact tlîat:
when their min da are awakened by somo new and
iuteresting object of etudy we frequontly find them
developing powere, the existence of which wus little'

What will best tend to arouse these dormant1
abilities? Soute brancb of natural science ie eminently1
adapted for this purpose, and this cati be moat easily'
doae by. directing the attention of the echolars to
habita and peculiayitiei-oÏ- varions animaIs, and this
which oly develop a love for God's creatures,

wihis of great value in refining tbe character, but
will "lsob. of benefit in arousing general intelligence
and qniokenimg the mental powers when required to
grasp other subjecte o! study.1

The 11Fernale School "gives admirable louons
about the. insect world., and it ta impossible W amy
how much good has already been done by awakening
ai natest iu the varied forma o! insect life by whicb
we are snrrounded. The etudy o! birds and animals
in their native baunt8s, tbough delightful, je not
vithin the reach of any large number of students;
but to -observe intelligently not only the habits but
the eh&-fteter o! the domestic animale ie within the
roach o! ail. It hais been found that a great impetue
bas been given ini thie direction by the formation o!
Bauds o! Mercy, which, apart fromt the primary ob-
ject o! bnding children Wo show kindness to animale,
tonds to develop an intereet in and love for ail living
mratures, and the voices and gestures o! é"animated
nature " thue become an open secret to ail who observe
closey and reason intell igently on the subject.

191a -tern legendî de4iht to chromicle the wonder!ul
achievements o! King Solomon., and among these
there are few that are more !ascinating than thoe
wbich relate hie ability to înterpret the speech of
bemts and birdz. In the later yearg o! this world's
bistory We may, in thie respect., emulate the wiedom
of the. wieest o! kinge. If we will--but el8en, beast,
bird and inseet may Bpeak to us in ever clearer and
mors intelligible toues.
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The looks and gestures of their griefs and fesis
Have AUl articulation ln big; cars;
lie sîwfla tbem true by intuition'% llght,
And needs no *gloosary to set hlm rlght

This thought wasasuggented to his mind by a vY
simple incid~ent. 11e observted à tlock of timid shesp,
etartled hy a sudden soiind, rush wildIy round the
field, and were apparently just about t.o procipitats
them8elves into an old quarry to escape the threst-
ened danger, wben they were arrested in their bond-
long course by a wise old ram who stationod himéeif
dircctly in front of the pit and appeatred to b. expo.-
tnlating with tbem on the absurdity of rushing into
certain danger to escape a fancied evil.

Many etorles have been written illustrating the
nobility and devotion of what we ciii the lomwr ani-
mais, but perbape we arm too proues to ovrrook Lb.,
manifestations of the fluor feelings whicb, no doub&,
they share with the buman race.

Ail will recall Landsee weîl-known picturs, "The
Highland Shepherd'. Chief Mou rner," where the
utter abandon ment to grief and. despair shovn by the.
dog, as h. resta bis head on the rude coffin contuining
the formn of b is beloved master, forma a noble sabjeot
for the painter's art. Edgar Quinot, in his Jouwsl,
relates a striking incident which shows that the
power of sympathy, one of our nobleit gifts, la Doi.
confined to mainkind alone. He thus doscribes a YWsi
to the Jardin des Plantes, accompanied by the natur-
allit, M. Geoiffroi de St. Hilaire. "In one of the
cages were a lion and a lioneas standing quite motion-
leu, not even eeeming to see us. 1-resontly the lion,
lifting up bis great paw, Pl"c lit slowiy and softly
on the forehead of the lionesa, and botb oontinusd

them. What was intended by the gesturo ? A
painter who desired to represent calmn grief md the
deepest compassion could not have invented anythiug
more striking. 'What does it mean?'t saidI t
Geoffroi. ' Their lion cub d ied this morning,' roplied
he. Then I understood wbat 1 saw; pity,*good-will,
sympathy, aIl those sentiments might b. read in thon
Bierce countenances."y

It is not necessary to viait a menagerle tow Liu5
Buch exhibitions of feeling; our own domestie animals
would show the same tender love and gympathy, but
we check the manifestation of it by our utter in-
difference.

I have seen a spauiel, who, though not allowod in
the bouse, would watch til i b invalid muter wuS
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