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How literature should be studied depends of course on
what the studlent,'é object is in studying iL. If he aima at
becoming a îroducer of literature himseif or a I)rofeasional
critic of the productions of others he wiii study bis business
in one walv. What that one way il I don't know, for I arn
neither a man of letters nor a literary critic But he will
be nt no Ios.s for plcnty nf recipes for success in bis chosen
profession. One authority will tell hi> to give bis days
and nighta to Addison, another wiii recornmend the leading
articles in the TiMms and others witi prescnibe other nos-
trums. As to the iiterary critic, if we are to believe one of
the characters ini Lothair, he should first try to be an author
and should fait in his attempt; according Lo othcrs he must
be boro with the abiiity to write a Lwo-coiumn review of a
new book after merely cutting the leaves and smelling the
paper-knife.

But these are matters much too bigh for me to band le and
1 pass on to consider smre other objecta vo may have in
view in studying English Literature. Perhape it in te pass
an examination on the subject. If en snd if the paper of
questions is iikeiy to be one of the kind far hoo common, then
my advice would be this, and an a mater of fact wheuever
1 arn appiied te for advico in such a case it geueraiiy is "hi:
You must geL the prescribed teits of course, but be particu-
larly careful to get the prescribed editions of the prescribed
teite. Tlaving got them, study carefuliy the prefaco and
the introduction and the notes and the critical remarks and
ail the appendices - everything in fact between the covers
of the books exoept the tait. Study is flot exactiy the
right word te use, Ilcramn" in botter. Crarn inte your mein-
ory ail the acrape of biographical detail about the author,'ail the bits of bibliographical lore about the date of the
work, the sources of the plot, and the &c., &c., &c. ; ail the
odds and ends of histerical and geographical and grammati-
cal rubbish scattered through the notes; and ail the parings
and scrapings of criticisin which the editer has coilected or
manufactured. Don't bother tryiug te uuderstand ail these
things - just crain the stuif inte your rnemory. Don't pack
it too tight, however; let iL b. so stuffed that when the ex -
arnination cornes off you may readily pick out of the mess
such fragments as the questions cail for and dump them on
your papor. If you feel so inclined, and happen to have
plenty of ime, you may al8o read over the tait itseif, but
this in flot at ail necessary. IL vili b. as woil, however, to
add te your burden by cornmitting te memory smre of the
portions of the text which the editer talla you are particu-
iarly fine. 'You may flot think thein fine, you may be
tempted te select your own pluma, or you rnay wish te ho
informed bow Lu tell a fine passage from any other; but you
niut shun ail such wishing and thinking and tamptation te
thinking. Take the editor's word for iL and shovel his fine
selections inte your memonic depository arnong iLs other
miscellaneous contents. That's about what you need to do
in order to pass a good examinaqion in English Litarature
on the kind of paper8 generally set in that subject, no far as
my observation goes. But wbite thus acting as stevedore

to your memory don't irnagine that YOU are studyî.gU.g
lisb Literature; you are oulY cnNuWag for au oxamaMg
on a school b>ook.

In gviving such advice in sncb a form 1 knov thatI
laying myseif oixn to meveral accusation&. 1 vould w"m
the justice of some of them at onc%,but there wiii b. charguthat can always be made againMa syone Who feelt Stoyabout something which ho thinksaagret. evil. la thw
l)resent case I bave spoken wlth the. oxaUerated contemp.
uiousneas of strong feeling of smre thingu whlch in th*.
proper place 1 esteem very highly-of examl,,atjoui sud «f
cramnung, and of certain very esseutlal &Ocomp»"tg tt.
the study of literature. 0f Lb. Oirean sd uaL of tho.. I mal
take occasion by-and-by to make propor &amenda for aMy
present disrespectful treatment. As to the Crammî.g, 1
may as weil Bay n0w ail that »sem necery lu the puebot
connection. Every one, no inatter vhat bis'usdo ù
profession, knows bow valuable la Lb. power of belng "N
in a short time to 6'geL Up"l a came, to etov aval n h
mernory in some weiI ordered (asaion à multitude of detall
about some subjeet on which, for the moment, iL ljebhlyi
important that he should be weil lnformed. J'hi@ la wbu
is known in educational circles s oeo. As genoealymo
with in our busiL lai i a tbiumg to be hated and avoidi
but that is not because iL lsauanovil lu ilmeli t je oap*
because, as in 50 rnany other thinga, it in abused; sud itlah
the abuse of cran> in connectin. itb Enllsb liteature th"t
I amn condemning. If thon usut b. cram lun ou, uéool
work-and there muet ho until a n»v beart &uM a am
understanding are given to examinera sud inupoceoga
superintendenta, and other tester.sud quaonoaputbs,; if
there m ust ho craiin our school work, lot us at lhaut hou
our glorious heritage of literature fru from iL. If I ba4 &#
our educational big .wigs asSmbled bore to-nlght, I1vouli
like to oay to t hem: Gentlemen, if you find It luppoulbls le
fix up your testing and examiclng machiuery vithout eu
couraging and necesitating cram, then take the. debd
languages and apply your cram unechulsm to hem Bo fer
as I amn concerned you are besrtlly welcome to thoe s. vWs
ims to your Moloch. And grammar, too, the gramar of

our own and other languages, as tha subjectlasgSmo44l
understood in ' chools to-day. If you want moue VICUha
take such subjecta as geograpby snd bistory. If you nunut
havýe more stili, take modern lauguagos or even smof
your prescribed scientiflcesubjecta. If stili more victimesa»
absolutely necessary, you may even take mathemnatics; but
as to English literature-ttands off!",9 Wbsever miii-
cational atrocities you rnay deem it your duty to perpetrate
or to sanction, don't compel your tesebers to apply the
cram method to the study of Shakespeare.

The average man or woman and the average scho.i pupdl
who is to become the average mn or voman, dom. mot utudy
literature for aniy of the purpom mentioned mu far, &Md
therefore in the case of thia important element of mocity
none of the ruethode of atudy mentioned so far are applic-
able. What then do we study literature fort

We read for many reaons-probably noue of us are avar
of ail our reasons - aud probably vo have'nover ten..tbo
trouble to put eome of them into words. Probsbly alào oqW
Anglo- Saxon reticence about serlous sud sacred things


