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The Mob)ilzation of Canadian Wo meni
Ey NELLIE 1L. McCLUNG

""" ERE îs enough sentiment in Canada, at this1 .1prusent hour of writing ta do anythinir thatTII should bu donul1 Everyone wants ta Wn the
1I~Iwar--everyone wants ta increasu production

--evuryonu wants ta have the homne matters
weil looked after su tbat the men who cone
back wil not bu disappointed wben thuy
look around and se the sort ofpeple andI~1the institutions that thuy wcref ighting for.
Eve,ýryone desirus thuse thîngs but there is a

<ifference in d e ! There are " some thirty, some sixty,
end sonie a undred fold"'

But thesu deires, g(xod as thuy are, will nuvcr win
thu war, or help) conditians very much at home, soé long
as they are vague, diffuse and vapid. They bave ta bc
eryetallizud inta action.

Lt nme illustrate. It i, always discreet ta draw illue-
etheCr counItryt People seem ta enter into the spirit of it
trations froin far-away places, and if possible f rom sin.
1,utter!

A wornan in Peinasylvania, a widow with severai.
emal ch'ldren, 'found her halth faiing tbrough tuber-
cuiar trouble, and appeaied ta Congres at Washington
for huelp and advice. Shu sý,aid she had beecn ablu ta man-
age bier affaire, and keep bier chiidren tagethier, but now
she could liot sue ber way ahead unless sine assistance
bu given tahlir.

I n rupiy ta this she received a kind ltter "re-grettirig
tbat there was noa machinery ta djeal with such a case."
The saine session of Congres madle a grant of ýsevurai
tbousand dollars, for the purpose of -omba)ztting diseases
among bogs, and thu rhiladelphia North Anuiucaii,
which mae editorial comment on this inident, drew
»this moral f rom t " Be a bog, and worth saving 1"

Now, of course, we ail know there was plentyr of senti-
mnent, ta beip thie womian, but lacking m-acbînury, the
setiment dil>not do lier an y gond.

1Ithought of this story to-day,when I got a letter f romt
a certan section of aur own 1Province, teiling me huart-
brealing stories of the way that some af the women are
neglected at the tinte 0f childbirth, on account of the
indifference of the men, as to the need of nmedical ekill.
The letter said that in one instance, the womnan was in
labar for threu days, i the prusence 0f ber cildren, and
'with no assistance, but what they could give bier, wbiie
thu husband went on with the baying. Of course,y ou
sauver can tell whun it naay rain and besides, she hadal-
ways pulied tbrough ail right, and ther's no use waîting
monuv on doctors.

Atla st, the doctor was sent for-and bue arrived in titne
ta, pronounce it blood-poisoning. The child bad buen
<iead for bours. The womaa had a very successfui
funeral. Eveîyone was sorry, and the bureavud busband
said liewould just as " soon have lost hie best horse."

Tise doctor reportedth te case, andi the man was trieti
before a local J.l>., who fineti him a trifling sunt.

There were other stories, inth Iis letter, of a similar
nature andi the writer of it closeti witii these words,
- 1 wondur if you could do something, by putting this
xatter before sane 0f the woman's arganizations, andi
stir up some sentiment."~

IKNEW it was not setiet that vas needeti. We
bave sentiment unough ta care for every woani andi

chilti in Canada- What vu are short 0f te ntachinery.
Nov, if it lhad buen n cow, or a dog, it vould have buen

easy, W ail belong ta tihe Huntanu Socety. Indeeti
we do, andi a short time vu weentureti suit against -a

whol ralWa sCernforleaingcatle without water
for forty-c itors, andi von it toc! It isn't that
there is more sentiment in favor 0f fair dealing for cows.
There isn't. But the machtner orks btter. When 1
rend this ltter, 1 began to wish harder than ever thnt vu
bati same wa fgahrn up ail theu perfectly good kùti

The sokier in the trench has a better chance for his
life than the child in the cradie. In one district, here in
Aberta, children under one year died at the rate of four
hundred in the thousand and we'are the guardians of
the race!

Crime among children bas increased enormously since
the war, and so far as I k.now, no serious efforts are being
made to combat this.

There are about -nine hundred vacancies in the schoois
of Aberta, because of the large enlistment of the men-
and the inability to get women to take their places. There
wilI be thousands of untaught children in this year of
grace, 1918, unless somnething happensi

War Lau

adian Women's War Leagzue? Do
you want to have a voice in the
affars of the nation? .The time to
join is NOW!1 Read the Cail to
Ais on page 29. It is meant for
YOU 1

-THE EDITORS.

Tuberculasis causes'one-third of ail the deaths in
Canada, and tuberculosis is a preventible diseasel

The death rate is now so much higher than the birth
rate, in ail the warring countries, that the cry of. race-
suicide is becaniing a serions one. In Germaiy there are
societies ta encourage reproduction, and teir tenets
are revolting and nauseating, to ait self-respecting people.
Even in our own country, there are thase who hint at

alygaimy, in the times of reconstruction, and it is wel
Ir us to guard the sanctity of marriage, in these strange
days, whun thure is so mnuch twistinIg of the moral fabric.

The treatmuent of venereal diseases je touched. Public
sentimient bias not been sufficiently roused, but there are a
few startling facts which we mnay well pander. Smalipox
patients are isolated and treated, but people suffering
fromn this disuase go abroad, scattering it at will. Once
ini a while, a place is raided, and the women fined or may-
be sent ta jail for a termi, corning back more determined
than ever to get even. The imiposing of a fine, which
merly supplies an added motive for miaking mnoney,
does not hlp) the situation; neither are the penitentiarles
places of reformiation!

T HESE are some of the problemes which must be
solved, if we are ta be a clein and a righiteous people,

and wamien miut think themi out.
There are ptenia qualities fo organization, for

service, for unity, adfor herominwomien tathe
average mari doe not ytraie did not nwta
such womien existed,' 1rdMr À th, when sekn
of the death cof Edth Cavel. 1 . often wondrç
hou' his female relatives liked temlation! Womens~,

of them of foreign birth, have put their naines on the
dotted line, to indicate that they will do whatever they
are asked to do, for their country. Already they have
filled many gaps, which the draft bas caused. The
colorud women of Chicago, havé been trained in garage
work, and now in large numbers are replacing the
muchanics, women sold liberty bonds, women visit the
schools and instruct the children in patriotism. Thure
are women street car conductors ini Washington, women
postal carriers in New Yorkr.

We are flot behind the women of any country in aur
energy, our ambition, our desire to help. But even now
in tis weary forty-second month of the war, there are
many women wondering itead of working, and the
conviction is heavily laid upon us that something clear
concise, and definite has to be done, something that wI
lay before woman a definite programme.

To this end, it would appear that the first stup is the
registration of aIl the women who have the desire to hclp.

et us sec how many q ualified teachers we have, flot
engaged in teaching, and then see if thev cannt bc in-
duced, for love of country, to g o and teach,as men for love
of country have gone to fight. Knitting, which might
better bie done by machinery, is not the ighcst form of
service, and the women will ruspond, nobly, generously,
and beroically when it is put up to them. There are
women in our cities, who would work on farms, inside,
or out, to help to increase production, if a chance were
given to tbum. Eacb 'woman who registers might well
be given a button, or a badge to show that she has
offured bier services, and enrolled berseif in Canada's
last line of defence.

The registration mnight weii be conducted by the
Woman's Institutes, hev are a provincial body, with
correpondingr societies, diifering only in namne in ail the
provinces. The other farm women's associations would
co..aperate with themn for tbey are officered by big-
itearted women who know no jealousies, or place.
seekcing.

The woman's institute is a society which touches
bath country and city and their members know the
conditions of life in the agrîcultural district. This regis-.
tration will band together for active service the greatest
organization of woman tbat Canada bas ever seen, for
the basis of membersbip wil be wilingness to serve.
In the cities, every woman's organîzation should co-
operate. Tbey should further the organîzation through
tbe individual societies and amalgamnate for every
general meeting.

NOT only are the wamen's hands needed àlor their-N country, but their brains are needud too; and an
educational cpmittee could b. selected f rom their
membership in each province to prépare and disseminate
with the ca-operation of the newspapers and cities, and*
country papurs, articles dealing with the problems of
the day and matters of public information. Already
-one of thse women, who is bebind this plan, bas pointud
out tbat if the housewife wouid order al ber groceries
for the week, at one. tinte, it would reduce the price tua
pur cent., for instead of each grocery having to keep a
hiorse and man, at a cost of at ieast $100 a month, one
delivery wagon could as weli serve several groceries,
thus liberating men and horses for productive work.

There could aiea bc a légisative committee in each
province who would receivu and consider suggestions for
changes in the laws, and present ta> the sessions of the
lugislature weli thougbt out and reamînable législation
wbich would beat upan our legisltors witb the impact
of public opinion.

Governiments cannat go far ahead of thé people, andc
such an organization as this woujd, timulate public'
opinion to the point of goverfiment action.

We owe it to aur men, abroad, and returned, and to
those who will ot return, that we do aur best for oijr
country ini tIis hour af our.great need. Wu cannat let
cbildren go untaught; we cannot let other waren bu
overworked, or uncared for in th' î- ji(ý of illnuss;
we cannot allow ]and ta remi a[7iwehvte

pwrto britlg about its cutia r allies are
deeding on us!

TeGreat War Veterans' Association, which is a
Doinion wide organization, is doiný its best to

salve the heavy problems af land settlement. We -must
kuep pace with our men, and be able to help thumn, when
tihe tinte cames. We have the desire, the willingness,
the intention. Now wbat we need is the machinery.

Our country's business req uires baste. Thure is atinte
limit. The tinteis now. Next year may butoo latel
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