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had never been anything ta them but a f ake to mnake the colored supplement seli.
The revelation of the Kid's simple faith struck them with a kind of awe. They
sneaked quietly down stairs

"Fellers," said Tom, when they wel'e ail together again in the big room,-by
virtue of bis length, which. had given him the nick-n ame of "Stretch", he was
the speaker on ail important accasions,--"ye seen it yerself." Santa Claus is
a-commn' ta this here joint to-niglit. 1 wouldn't 'a' believed it. I ain't neyer had
no dealin's wid de guy. He kinder forgot 1 was arouind, I guess. But de kid
says he is a,-comnin' to-might an' what de kid says goes.

Then lie. looked round expectantly. Two of the boys, 'Gimpy" and Lem
W.ere canferring aside in an undertone. Presently, Gimpy who limped as
bis name indicated, spoke Up.

"Lem says, says e-" "Gimpy, you chumrp 1 you'll address de chairman,"
interrupted Taom, with severe dignity. "Cut it out, Stretch," was Gimpy's
irreverent answer. e'This bere ain't no regular meetin, an' we ain't gain' ta
have none o' yer rot. Lem lie saye, says lie let's break de bank and fill the
Kid's sock. He won't know but it was oie Santy done it.

A yell of approval greeted the suggestion. The chairman, bound ta exer-
cise the function of bis office in season, and out of season. thumped the table. "It
is regular motioned, an' carried," lie announced "that we' break de bank fer de
Kid's Cbris'mas. Camne on, boys !" y

The bank was run by the bouse, with the7superintendent as paying-teller.
He had ta be cansulted, particularly as it was past banking bours; but the affair
llaving been suiccintly puit beýfore himn by tbe Committee of which Lem, Gimpy,
and Stretch were the taiking miemnbers, lie readily cansented ta a reapening af
business far a scruitiny af the variouis which represented the boys' earning-s at
se1ling, papers anld blacking boots, minus the cost of their keep"and of suindry
suirreptitiaus fiings at "craps" in secret corners. The inquiry (ievelaped an
available surplus of three dollars and fi fty cents. Savoy alone had no accaunt;
the mun of craps had recentiy gane beavily against him. But in consideration af
the seasan, the bouse voted a credit of twenty-fivc cents ta bim. The announce-
ment was received with cheers. Tbere was an immnediate rush for the stare, whicb.
was delayed only a few minutes by the necessity of Gimpy and Lem stopping on
the stairs ta "tbump" one anotber as the expression, of their entire satisfaction.

The procession that returned ta the lodging-bouse later on, after wearing
onit the patience of several belated storekeepers, miglit have been the very Sanita',S
suPPly train itself. Iit signalized its advent by a variety of discordant noises,
Whih Wvere smothered on the stairs by Stretch, with iluch personiai violence, lest
theY wake the Kid out of season. Witb book in hand and bated breath, the
mîidnight band stole up ta the dloriÎtory and looked iii. Ail was safe. The Kid
was dreainig, au(, sImiled in bisý sieep.- The report aroulsed a passing suspicion
that lie was faking, and Savarese was for pilnchinig bis toe ta find out. As this
WOuîci inevitably resuit In disclosure, Savarese and bis proposai were scornifuilly
sat upon. Gimipy s'llppliedl the popular explanation.


