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\vouild slay lîiý archli enny, tbc mari who liad carricd off blis betrothed, but wvho

was flow at bis niercy. Ali, revenge is sw'cet! llow lie longed eVeli i10w to

lîacl< that body to plcs aîîd send the head as a challenge to the village. But
no-the wvord of a Christian is sacred. J-e bad said and lie rnust do it. If they
brouiglt bunii bis betrothed for xvbor lie had walte(l anid plaîiued anid (lreanie(l
for eigbt long nionths, then lie would release his eneiy, but lie woulcl not for-
give him. God give H-assan Aghia ilito bis biauds again, and then hie will give
no quarter.

Ah, here they coule., Wlbat? Ten of therri? 'Feu woinem, in Turkish garli,
of course. Their faces are covered. Which one is bis betrothed? He caunot

sec bier face. Will she bie cbanged? Very niucb, no doulit. Once she wvas

youing and pretty and( plumip, but now-God only knows. But wby are there

teii of tbcmn ? There is onily olie boy with tlîem, tbe youung lad whoni they lla(l

released tbat nlay. Sbould lie not go (lown afl( be the first to ileet bis betrotbed,
to lift the veil fromn lier face and tell lier slhe is now anioug friends ? No, lie

wouild see bier in good timie. Now lie niust stay wliere lie cati order lus Mcen ini

case of an enmergency. Ile iust l)e safe from (langer iii case flic Turks sbould

really turn ont to lic )lay iug a trick, for if lie ,vere shot ticir eXpC(litiofl woul(l

lie coouied, andi bis betrothed wvould not lie released, anI is enuemy wouild

escape. But wby are tbere ten wonien? The young lad is iinarîned, tbat at

least is well.

Slowly the group of tell wornen, dressedl in long black robes, witb thecir

faces veiled and their heads sunk forward on tbeir breasts, clamibercd lip tbe

steel) narroxv patli that le(l to tbe trysting tree. The youing lad bebind urged

thein on witlî long curses. By thec tree stood one of the Armenians, tlic mask

still ni on bis face, a gun over lus sboulder, but a revolver iii bis biaud. As tlbey

(lrew necar the Turkish lad bade the womcen stop, and tbeu lie approacbied the

Aruîcîiian.

"Wbiere are tbe 'prisoniers you bol(l? >1 lere 1 biave coic as; you told Ille,

iLiid \itl i e bave counc not five but ten Arneuîiu ,ouîeu Nvlîo were in our vil-

lage. Oiy jet nîy fatbcr free and flic others also, 1 bescecl youi, for tliese tell

womien arc in yotîr hands."

"'lack, you cuir, wvas tbc answcr, as a revolver wvas ralse(l to tlic boy's

liea(l. "It is niot for yotr to mnake the ternis. Wheuî these wvornn have safcly

reaclbcd t 1le camup your friends will bic set free.'

"W/bat surety hiave I tbat you speak the truth ?" tirged tlic lad.

"Thc wmord of a Chîristian, you Mosleni dog,'' aliswercd tlic otlier, "aiîd if

that is not enougli, it is aIl you'll get." And again tbc revolver tlîreatelicd and

tlic lad spraflg back.

"At least tell nie liow far away the camip is, tlhat 1 uîiay know Ilow lo1ng 1

intîst xvait. For I dare nlot go back alone, or cisc tbcy wvill kill Ille. -If Yo1î (10

flot kcep your word I mnust bide muyself, 1 will lie lost. Let niy friends coulc

sooin."

"They'll corne as soon as tlicy cati. Tbe camp is on tlîat 1îeak wliere you sec

two trees against the sky. It's lcss than haîf au bour froili lucre. You nîay lie


