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CORRESPONDENCE.

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.
B. P., Ottawa.-Youx M.S. to hand; too laie for use this woek.
LARRATT W. SMITII ReItply to your question next week.

LOCAL OPTION.
To the Editor of The JVeek:

Sia,-Whon Parliament permits Uts enacted legislative wisdom to become subject
to local approval, it practically re-delegates Uts power to local influence. It givesUp one
of its essential funetions, as acting for the good of the whole cirele, in favour of any one
section or series of seotions, and before so doing it must pre-suppose each section Moro
capable than itsalf of considering, not only which is good for iteelf, but what is goo i for
the whole, in adopting or roi ecting its legisiation. That is, in matters which of necessity
affect the whole, and diilcring in this from ordinary municipal law. Parliament origin-
ally emergedl frorn chaos, and it re-croatos chaos by setting county against county, City
against City, and eaoh divided against itself. And it cunningly escapes censure for
crude legislation and imparfeot administration by throwing the onus of failure upon the
people themselves. And it accomplishes this, singular as it may appear, lSy nlot going
far enough on the usw lines. It beaves the acceptance or rejection o! Uts measure to the
will of a local majority within certain defined parliamentary extensions. Why should
there be any snch arbitrary extensions ? Why not grant the privilege to wards lu cities,
and sections in countries ? This would intensify chaos. But why shonld not the power
be gr4uted to hundreds of Populations living elosely together? Why not to a dozen,
why not to haîf a dozen, to tbree, to two, to one? Wheu we arrive at number ono as
the extremist extension for local option, we once more broathe freely-we are all friendly
again to go on as before. And if Parliament wishes to know what the voice of the
peoplo is it must ask us all in the usual way, and act accordingly. And At must also,
as Mr. Leonard Tilley admits, take into account that iu any radical change of policy it
must be supported by a majority strong enough to carry out its policy. A fraction over
one-haîf conld scarccly put tlie other hait into prison for non-obedlience. Power of
accomplishing muset aiways accompany auy practical, common-sense LLeaISLÂTION.

FROM GLOUM l'O LIGHT.

Some years after the Restoration, an aged cavalier-whose sons had died lighting
for the lost cause, whose estates had been confiscated during the Protectorate, and
whose dlaims for past services lhad been ignored by the worthlcss court of the second
Charles-entered Lincoln Cathiedral to pray.

Eximim fromn Hope, ail gloomy seems my way,
0'er my dark life despair hoids bitter sway

As, bending ]ow beneath my cross of sa(lnoss,
1 seek with aching iîoart the aisles of prayer ;

For, olh! înethinks the rays of joy and gladns
(Jan nover pierce the giooîn of that despair

Which, over growing, seeoms to ho
So truly ail in ail to nie.

Ami, as i slowiy pace tho coiunin'd aisie
TIhat semni-eleaves this grey, historic pile,

Thie vasi. (Jathedral, bath'd in golden glory,
I eflects fair evening' )s carrnu-tinted sky

Athwart tho chancei-window's painted story
Of Osie who for our surety camne to die.

As the soft triiiing of a wayside streamn
With gentie murmur soothes the wanderer's dreani

Fall the iovod toues of Him, the meek ani lowly,
Born on the anthern's sweettness to mine car,

Teliing how Ife, tise Lord of Heavon, most holy,
Is, if i oniy trust lilm, ever near.

How sinall niy sorrows seem, comparcd with thoseo
Whose awful ending bore dark (Jalvary's woes.

My early lands and home 1 lost. With sorrow
And a grmidging hîeart I saw thera pass away;

But He resigned a throne whose giorious inorrow
Weicomes the heart that scorns its King to-day.

Slowly tise wauinig streams of golden light
Merge in the shadows of de4cending nighit,

As Hope, at Faith's low cail, cornes softiy steahling
Frorn the fair mansions of the truly blest,

Ani, as 1 bond in supplication kneeling,
Soothes ail nsy gloomy doubts and foars to rest.

What care I now, thougli outward shadows fsîil,
F'or noW I know, ah me, so well, that al

Those dreadfui mists of gloom and doubt which shadeid
Tise landscape of niy hecart, so long o'ercast,

Beneath the sunshine of is love have faded
Iu the receding outliue of the past.

As the woird gioaming weaves the shroud of day,
Ris parting breatb in silence passed away;

And the sweet organ's graudiy solomun peaiug
And softeu'd cadence sweii'd unuoticed where

The inoon's paie bearns of silver fell, rovealiug
A suppliant in the attitude of prayer,

Whosc soul had fled this valo, of woe
To mcclt the ioved of long ago.

HEREWARD K. CocKIN.

THE SCBAP BOO-K.

FROM A PROSCRIBED BOOKC.

IN those ceuntries wlhere the Parliarnent is a trutb, and tho mouarch is
only a figurehead, patiently endured, as in England, Belgium, and Jtaiy,
tho laws and decrees proclaimi lies, when they are issueci by manifestations
of the royal wili, for they are the resuits of the Parlianont's wiil and tako
effoct wliether the king accepts them, or not. The Cabinet ministers lie
when they mako use of the custornary phrases: Il On behaif of bis Majesty
we recomnmend," IlBy his Majesty's command," Il We have the honour to,
recommeud to bis Majesty, "lso and so," for they know, and every one
knows, that the king has not recommended or comrnanded any thing. of
the kind, and that the Il so and so "rocommonded to himi is usuaiiy an
established fact before they lay it before imii, entirely independent of his
wish or decision. Every one knows, too, that the monarcli is obiiged in
reality to obey without question the dcsigns and decisions of the Parlia-
ment and Cabinet. The king lies in every word in lis addrcss to Parlia-
usent, when it assembles, if lie speaks in the first porson, for the address is
not at ail the expression of bis own sentiments, but a document whose
composition is due entirely to others, who place it, when flnished, in his
hands, and hie reads il as a phonograph repeats the sentences that have
become spoken into the receiver. The king lies whcn hoe accepts the fiction
that the prime ininister is the man of his choice, in whom hoe lias the
utmost confidence, for hie is not at liberty to follow the dictates of bis own
wishes, but must select and conformi himiself to the person. pointed out to
hirn as the man for the place by the majority of tise pcoplo's ropresonta-
tives, although hie may detest himi in bis heart, and vastly prefer soinec one
else.

The king lies again when lie signs, and allows to go forth as the expres-
sion of his will, the documents, appointmonts, etc., which are brought to
bim by the Cabinet ministers meroly for his signature, and which are
somnetimes exactly contrary to bis genuiuse wi.shos and convictions.

Iu those countries where the wili of the people is really constitutionally
euforced, the position of the monarci is ignominous, but the fiction of bis
supreme autbority is se skilfuily concealed, and the externai honours and
personal advantages and pleasures directly connected with the maintenance
of bis royal positiou, are se numerous and important, that we can under-
stand how mon of self-esteemn and littho sensitiveness can condescend to
assume the role of a puppet wbose tongue and limbs are set in motion by
the strings pulled by the members of the Cabinet.. But in thoso other
countries, where the Parliameut is a political imposition, the part of the
puppet is played by the represesitatives of the people, and it is ,nucb more
dillicuit to understand how usen worthy cf the nine can find in tise petty
gratification of their vanity any compensation for the humiliations
which, as members of tbe Legisiature or Parliament, tbey are obliged te
endure.

We can uuderstand how a king lu bis magnificent palace, lu bis becomi
ing uniform, in receipt of his splendid ailowance, ouly hearing the most
exalted expressions of respect, Il gracious Majesty," Ilillustrious IFlighuess,"
and s0 on, fallissg like snowfiakos about bis ears, surroundel on ail sidos by
iuxury and the most oxaggorated outward forms of bornage, we can under-
stand how hoe eau forget that the will cf the people is tise actual soveroigni,
and that bis giittering pageant of royalty would vaniish entirely if ho were
to attempt to play the role in oarnest. But how eau the memibers cf Par-
liamout iu a sham linuited monarchy consent to niake themselves ridicu-
bous by speeches without offeot, gestures witlit purposes, and votes with-
ont rosuits ; this is what we cannot understaud. Neither the undisguised
contempt of the prime minister uer the catlunmnies of the press subsidizod
by tho Government, doter themn fromn their task. Can it be that they are
sustaiued by a secret hope that soine day the Parliamnent may becoîne in
reaiity what it now oniy appoars te ho. But such a hiope or desire is im-
possible te auy eue who accepts and belioves the fiction of the divine origin
of the monarchy. But iu fact thore is ne middle course. Au absolute
monarcliy ou one baud, a republie on the other. Auy compromise is a
fraud and a lie, and a Govornment which enlie attention te the dilesuma
(lesorves tho gratitude of ail enligiteued minds. But it ventures much in
doiug se. It lays itsolf open te the attack of soine politicians who miglît
say, Il if logic is trnsnps, thon the Governinerit is the chiof liar aud hypo-
crite. If the will of the Emperor is the will cf God, how dare you set up
a Parliament that even in appearauce seems te limit the imporial wili by
the wvil1 of the people. Either you are convinced that the people are
eutitled te a voice in the management of the country, which means that
you bolieve in a republie, or else you have net the slightest intention of
admitting the right of theo people te assist iu the governeut ; you inteîsd
te do as you please in overytbing, and the Reichstag to ho a uonentity in
every way as regards the management of affairs. In this case tise entire par-
iiarnentary elections, discussions, votes, etc., are, a conscieus lie. Eitber
liepublicaus or liars. There is no middle course."

lu addition te its political side, the lie of a monarcby bas aise its purely
human side, against which reason and truth revuit as mnuch as against the
former. The fiction of the augustness and supernatural attributes of the
usonarcb. hurniliates and degrades in their own eyes ail those wbo came
into persoual contact with him, for they laugh at it ia their hearts. The
spectacle of the king's existence bas aiways been a comedy te those who
had any share iu it. But each eue played his part with zeal and apparent
conviction of its reality ; ho neyer stepped out of bis rolo, and whiie ou the
stage, ho took overy possible pains te preseut the spoctators, frein whison
ho was separated by the flory barrier of the footligbîs, with a poetic delu-
sien which ho nover aliowed te fade, and ouly the few confidents who wvere
adnitted througb the small stage outrance were aile wed te soe that the
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THE WEEK.


