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rested with the Federal Parliament. The Provinces are in fact a creation
of the central authority ; not the central authority, of the Provinces. The
greater bas power over the less; therefore the Dominion Parliament is
within its right, legal and moral, when it disallows a Provincial Act either
because it is ultra vires or because it is inconsistent with a policy adopted
by itself, the supreme legisiature. The C. P. R. was constructed, not
solely for the benefit of Manitoba and the Northwest, but for the benefit
of the whole Dominion; and anything that tends to thwart this pur 08e,
though it enure to the advantage of Manitoba and the Northwes , may,
if it do not also in equal measure bexiefit the rest of the country, be for-
bidden. Would not the diversion of the Northwcst trade to the States
damage the trade of Eastern Canada ý And have Manitoba and the North-
west, which owe their present commercial value entirely to the enterprise
of the older Provinces, the moral riglit to evade payment of this debt-not
only to evade pay ment of their portion of it, but to weaken the whole
security? Ihat is what they would do if they succeeded in giving the
American competitors of the C. P. R. access to the Northwest. A few
thousand settlers miglit thereby get lower railway rates ; a few hun-
dred land speculators perhaps would be enabled to get rid of some bad
bargains; but those are not sufficient reasons for imperilling the success of
a national enterprise such as the C. P. R., for putting at hazard the value
of that great property. Ontario and Quebec are something in the position
of a cooperative frir that bas established a branch in the West : they will
give it a due proportionate share of the common profits ; but ail must work
together: it is unreasonable for the branch, after being set up in busi-
ness, to ask to be allowed to trade on its own account, for its sole profit,
and mainly with a competitor of the parent house.

SIR W. DES VReUX, the ex-Governor of Newfoundland, does not seemn
to expect any remarkable results fromn the Newfoundlaxîd Bait Bill. Ife
values it chiefly as an acknowledgment of the absoluteright of a self-gov-
erning colony to control its own fisheries. Yet by confining, French fisher-
men to certain waters on the west coast of Newfoundland, where they have
fishing rights under the 'Treaty of Utrecht, owing to the distance fromn the
fishing grounds they will be handicapped somewhat. The loss of time will
offiet a little the bonnty given hy the French Government, which was
paralysing the British fishermen; and so the French plan of reconquering
the fisheries will to that extent be thwarted, while they will be punished
for not fishing fair. ___

THE Mlail hopes to tempt Canada into Commercial Union with the
example of the German Zollverein. But the cases are not parallel ; in the
Zollverein were included many States, while in the proposed American union
there would be but two. A truer parallel perhaps would be the political
union between Great Britain and Ireland aimed at by Mr. Gladstone'$
Home Rule measures. As Mr. Goldwin Smnith lias repeatedly showfl,
when dealing, with the Irish question and with Imperial Federation, such
an union between two countries (or among several) so greatly unequal, is
quite impracticable; the result must be that the larger would imrnenselY
outweigh the smaller, and in the case where there were several constituent$,
the smaller in self.defence would combine against the larger. So it would
be with the American-Canadian Union. Provision might be made, as ini
the German Zollverein-a provision much relied upon by the Mail-thae
no alteration in the tariff regulations shail be made save with the
unanimous consent of all concerned. But what would be the use of a por-
tion of four million of people dissenting fromn tha decision of a portion of
sixty million 1Suppose Canada should desire to develop some special
industry-say the Fisheries, for the benefit of the Maritime Provinces-
and should go to Washington for the necessary funds-what would likelY
be the resuit 1 The history of the present fishery dispute will help us t
an answer ; we need not assume that the leopard will change its spo
because we wish it.

FOR months past the air has been thick with supposed evidences that
the order of Knights of Labour is breaking up. Secessions from it and
strife within it have been adduced to indicate its speedy demise ; wbile
successful combinations have been formed against Mr. Powderly, Which
must resuit in bis defeat or resignation at the annual convention nc
faîl. But the order seems to die very hard, and Mr. Powderly's seat 1ook0
as firm as ever. In fact. the convulsions within it, instead of indicating
dissolution, more likely indicate a process of regeneration. The secesio
fromn it have been mostly of the anarchic element in Chicago and 50W

York ; the strifes, the defeat of these anarchists in their attempts t oger'
cise a controlling influence in the order, or the repression of such nien 0
Martin Irons. A victory, indeed, lias been won by the conservative elelXe
and some reforms, moreover, made, which, taken in connexion with the
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