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He spoke of a judgment that was taking place among them-of a fire that walready kindled and was trying every man's work. He spoke of the goodspirit as being in beaven-and of the bad in spirit as being in bell. The je~were anxious about the resurrection of the body-but Christ told them that tiresurrection of the spirit now, the new birth, was far more important. F-callecI them away from the contemplation of remote rewards and punishmenito the great andtremendous realities of this life. 0f the future life He spolbut little, and tben, instead of tbe voluptuotis paradise of the Jew, and tImajority of Christians, He gave a simple, moral conception.That is a trtt that we Christians have yet to learn, for the most part.Wbave taken the Jewisb notion of heaven and bell-put them in the future, arinterpreted the teachings of Christ as referring to the future. It bias beetaugbit by us that Christ first revealed a future beaven, and then establisbedcommunity or a church, that should prepare men for it and lead them into i"lBut the fact is tbat the founidation of the ' kingdom of heaven' uipon earth fiits owvn sake, and for the present good of man independently of bis future detîny, was the one great object of aIl His teaching." H-is purpose was to crealnew life in men: to mnake tbem boly in thougbt, and word, and deed: to inspiîtbem with love to God and love to eacb other-to give them that meeknewbich is trtîe power, and tbat purity of beart, witbout which no man shahl see thLord. Instead of pointing to somne remote future, and telling them that beyond thigrave tbey would find the rest, and tbe biessedness, and the rewvard tbey craved, Hsaid, "ltbe kingdom of Heaven is among you." He tolcI tbe poor in spirit, antbe persecuted for rigbteousness' sake, that tbey were blessed-for the kingdorwas tbeir's. They bad it in actual possession. He speaks of Capernaum abeing exalted to Heaven by opportunities ; but because tbey were rejectecCapernanm would speedily be cast down to bell agaîn. In the series of parnbles, this teacbing is most definite. Read those parables in the ligbt of modertheology, that is, read tbem as having reference to tbe last day and a futurlife, and they are difficult if not impossible of explanation. But read them abearing directly upon the present iife, and the judgment tbat is going on in thieartb, and tbey are plain and practical teachings whicb the unlearned caiunderstand. Tbey bear, of course, indirectly upon the future-for aIl teacbingand deeds that contern this life must have some reference to the future iifeLife is not made up of a series of transformations or transmigrations, but iscontinuons development. But wben Christ cailed men away from over anxiet'about to-morrow's meat and clothes, bidding them " seek flrst the Kingdom oGod, and its righteousness," He did not refer to a future life, but to the presenlife on eartb-Ule cailed them from. the pursuit of material good, to the culturof tbings spiritual and eternal. His whole Gospel bore most of ail, and first oaIl, upon tbe present lifé ; for He came flot simply to, make men happy, but tmake tbemn good: flot to give them great joys, but to give tbemrigreat and perfect character. Tbe teacbings of the Aposties are in the same uine. Tbey dicflot, as many bave done since, and as too inany do now, preacb faitb in JesuChrist, and the doing of good works, as a way of sbunning a future bell ancgaining a future beaven; but tbey callecI men to faitb because it was the inspiration to boliness, because it brongbt tbem into union witb God and gave thernpower to conquer the world. The writer of the Epistle to the IJebrews putEthis most clearly. Hie treats beaven and bell as present states. Ne refers tcIsrael's sin of unbelief, and the penalty of that was forty years' dreary wandering in the desert. He goes no further than the graves. Esau iost bis birtbrigit,and for the rest of bis life suffered for bis folly. But bie does not follow Esaufurtber. The Kingdomn of Heaven in ail its giory is in their possession. IlYeare corne unto Mount Zion, to the city of the living God and the beavenlyjerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. To tbe generai assemblyand Cburcb of the firstborn wbicb is written in beaven, and to Jesus theMediator of the new covenant."
1 am flot saying that in the future there can be no beaven and no bell.There must be botb. But I mean to say that tbe doctrine wbich says heavenand bell are places only to be got at by going throti tbe grave, bias wrougbtmost mnigbty miscbief among men. I can easily believe that the fear of biellbias restrained many men from deeds of violence, and kept rotîgh spirits insomething like conformity to good bebaviour. But it bias been tbe parent of anunreal and superficial religion. It bas tauiglt men to trust in creeds ratherthan in character. It bas tauglit men to rely on faitb wben they come to dierather than on a life of faitb and holiness. The result of this teacbing bas been,and is now, to make this the only practical qluestion with multitudes, IlNowlong can conversion be postponed? " They bave the notion that to get con-verted is to escape bell and aIl tbe consequerices of their sins. It is not so.The flames may be, and often are, kindled in us bere, which rivers; of tearsshahl fot quencb. And there is torment after death: punisbment for ail andevery sin tbat men may do, bere or there. But not eternal. Oh, flot that-itcannot be. God the Father bias not said so, and Christ the Son bias notsaid so.
Do men know wbat dishonour tbey bave done God by baving and tryingto accouint for the doctrine of eternal punisbment? Wben I cali tbem to mind,1 know not wbether to weep or to speak ont fiery words of indignation. Tbeybave read the gracions, tender invitations of God to men. Tbey bave heardthe constant, patient pieading, "lTurn ye, turfi ve, for wby will ye die?" Tbeyheard it declared that bie will "b ave ail men to be saved and corne to a know-ledge of the truth." Buît they cared more for tbeir bideons dogma, their paganbelief, than for the character of God; and Luther dared to say that GocI wasflot sincere in calling upon sinners to forsake their evil ways and live: and that,as addressed to the finally impenitent, His language is that of mockery andscorn. Calvin declared that sncb exhortations, as Well as the other means ofgrace offered to ail, were designed, flot for the real conversion of those wboshahl flnally perisb, but to iflcrease their guilt and overwbelm tbem in the morefearful condemnation. So that God actually deceives men, and invents metbodsby wbicb their sin and punisbment may be increased. Is that Goc-ike-is itFather-like-is what any parent on earth wonld do toward bis cbildren ? No 1

_____________________ CHRISTIAN.

Tlhe aim of education shouId be to teach us rather how to think than what to think-rather to improve our minds, so as to enable us to think for ourseives, than to load the memorywith the tboughts of others.-Beatie..

as INVENTIONS.

vs AGRICULTURAL IPLEMENTS.

le To a young country like Canada, in which the extent of land to be tilled isý:s, ont of ail proportion to the labour that can be employed, it soon became a,c.e necessity to find some mechanjcal appliance which would take the place of thelie scythe and the sickle, and, fortunateiy for us, when the requirement arose theattention of inventors on both sides of the Atlantic had been for some time»e directed to this subject, and the resuit of their labours, although falling far shortdof the almost perfection which lias been since attained, answered the purpose at
n the time.

ote Our Canadian mechanics were however not content sîmply to profit bym.ohrren's labours, but entered themselves into so congenial a field of industry.
rand it may be safely said that the combined efforts of Canadian manufacturers-s-and inventors have resulted in the production of reaping and harvestîng machineso

tevhich ma i ih the best productions of British and American firms.to tSauch being the case, it may be of interest to the readers of the SPECTATOR
es di ren briefly the graduai progress made by human ingenuity in tbis

e me is somewhiat curious to remark that, tîp to the end of the last centuryre therethods of gathering in grain and the implements employed for that purpose7d weenearly identical with those shown in the paintings executed perbaps,n 3,000 years before on the walls of tombs in Egypt, the one exception cbronicleds being the machine which, according to Pliny, was in use in what is still a greatwbeat growing country, the plains of Central France.
L-i h Iis wvas a kind of box on wheeis, propelled from the rear by oxen, carry-then on its front edge smali teeth, which, as the machine was pushed forward,' toreeteears from the straw wihwas ieft standing in the field. it would, aiso'sseem from the description that it was necessary for the attendant to sweep the
byr ito the body of the cart. (A tribute to the wisdom of our ancestors is gien ythe fact of a modification of this machine being the most approved means 0f

s gatlîering ciover seed.)The first machines which, as far as can be seen, were put into practicaîaoperation since the days of the Gallic reaper, were those of Piucknett, Smith and
yothers, and which the work was done by a horizontal cutting circular blade, butf aiready (in 1786) a modification of the primitive idea, in wbich a; cylinder,ý

t armed with rows of combs tore off the ears, throwing them into the box of theemachine, bad been devised by Pitt, other inventors subsequentîy trying to,f accompiish their purpose by shears and rotary scythes. The cèiebrated machine,ý0of the Rev. Mr. Bell followed the original mnodel, in placing the draft bchind, but- a reaper, invented by Ogle, in 1822, actually shows ail the features of aSsuccessful machine, the borses being placed in advance, a cutter bar prejýctingpsat the side and a reel gathering the grain to the cutter.This machine was also provided with a grain platformi tiIted ta drop the-gave], but was unfortunateîy so badly constructed as neyer to be capablia ofworking.
s Ail these machines were of British origin, but from this time (1828) num-berless experiments were tried by Amnerican inventors, the one who achievedmost being Hussey, who patented as a mower the first really valuabie harvester,,the slotted finger bar, invented by him being a great step inl advance in theconstructioni of the machine.

McCormick, however, may reaily be considered as being the first to bringthe reapîng machine to any practical value, but furtber allusion to bis inventionand what hias been since done must be given in a succeeding article.
FPAns. NY. REYNOLDS,

NINO BIXIO.

BY EVELYN cARRINGTON.

(Coniinued. J
How the unitimieiy peace placed Custozza and Lissa beyond retrieval, when,under Ciaidini, the main army was preparing to renew tbe conflict with far morepromising conditions-when Medici bad all but reacbed Trento, and the volun-teers 'vere making a goodly stand in the passes of the Alps-is a matter of'bistorv. Bixio's letters of this period are melancholy reading; hie was bitterly-disheartened, even more as a seaman than as a soldier. The disaster at Lissacut him to the quick, s0 mucb the more because, wvith grave forebodings in bismmid, hie had impiored the government to give the naval command to Garibaldiinstead of to Persano, and lie was convinced that had bie been listened to, the,chronicler of that event wouid bave had a different tale to tell.In 1870 Bixio was once again Iinder fire, beneath the gates of Rome. He-bad hastened up te the Etemnai City from Civita Vecchia, wbere the Papal'commandant bad capituilated to bim, bappiîy without a shot being fired. Withthe entry of the Italian troops into Rome, the career of Bixio, the soldier of'Italian independence, closed: the career of Bixio, the politician, may equallybe said to have closed on the day hie witnessed, witb eyes moist wîth tears, an.Italian parliament, opened by an Italian King, in Rome' That bour hie felt-not, indeed, that there was nothing more to do, but that bis own ivork, tbe workof the revolution and the sword, was compiete. It behoved bim' now, ie-tbought, to devote what years remained to bim to the înterests of bis fiimily'and bie beiieved that in pursuing thîs object hie couid at the sanie time render,one last service to bis couintrymen in the shape of a needful and salutaryexample. Ris mincI was still fitîl of the ideas that had been present witti himwhen bie sailed in the IlGoffredo Mameli : " hie had neyer tired of bririgingthem before the notice of the distinguished persons with whom hie was bronghtin contact, and of the Chamber of Deputies. It was bis constant convictionthat Italy ougbt to have such a mercantile marine as wonld raise bier to theposition of a first..class commercial power. That in miost respects she wasessentiaiiy fitted to assume this position was not to be disputed ; ail that wasrequired, in Bixio's opinion, was the liberal encouragement of governiment andthe growth of private enterprise. Among the innumerable benefits accruingfrom commercial greatness, Bîxio weil pointed out that not jlie least would be-


