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THE MONTREAL BUILDING BY-LAW. gards width of aisles between seats, the old law made

The recent amendments te the Montreal Building better provision than the new one does. The spacing

By-law, igoi, were Published. in the Municipal Gazette Of seating is now for the first time defined :-" Seats

of the city of gth Octobe,, igo5. The complete By- shail net be less than twenty inches in width, measured

law in its revised fOrni is in preparation, but bas net at the top of the seat ; bac k rows of seats shall net be

yet been issued. less than two feet six inches from back te back. No
The amendments naturally take the form of improve- more than 12 seats shall be arranged in any one row

inents, and, if everything is net yet as perfect as it between aisles ; no more than 5 seats shali be arran-

niay be hoPed some day te bel yet all such real improve- ged in any one row between one aisle and the wall,"

nients as have been made must be hailed with satis- etc. Nothing is said of continuous seating however.

faction. The principal alterations and extensions are A good provision now întroduced is that the stair-
made with a view te improving the fire-proof qualityof cases of theatres shall have an independent lighting
buildings, especially those of the first class-theatres re- systern of electricity, gas or sperm oil. It is regretta-

ceiving most attention. The sections relating te the ble that the conditions as te staircases remain meagre

strength of beams and colarrins of steel, iron and wood and unsatisfactory. In assembly-halls, hotels, etc.,
have been revised, the ultimate stress required as a they must be enclosed by walls on three sides, but
minimum being considerably raised for nearly every there is no such requirement for fheatre staircases,
tnaterial. The raising of the compressional and ten- though this and more is absolutely essential te public
sional strength of rolied steel, from a minimum of safety. In more than one of the best theatres in Mon-
48,ooo ipcvànds per square inch to that of 64,ooo pounds treal the public habitually enter and leave the dress
ýer Équâre inch, is a considerable différence but still circle or balcony by an open stair at the back of the
net an overstringent requirement. ground floor auditorium ; the other exits being peri-

For bricks the requirement still stands "the bricks Jous looking external iron fire-escapes. Theatre
used in Il all buildings shall be good, hard, well burnt stairs should all be built around on four sides surely.
bricks , in spite of the circumstance that at the present The stairs themselves are pemitted te have hardwood
moment large quantities of bricks are being used which treads, and, as no thickness is specified, net anything
are net burnt at al]. If they are suitable for building, said about bedding these down on concrete, a the-
there should be some space allowed for such materials roUghly dangerous stair may comply with the require-
in the by-law. It is now provided that 11when the ments.
thermometer is at or below freezing point, hydraulic The standard of equipment, in case of fire breaking
cement shall be used in the composition of mortar for out, has been very much raised.
brickwork." This is the more essential b reason thaty In describing fire escapes, the words l'cloth or metalthe somewhat easy terms allowed for bond in brick- tubes" might with advantage be ornitted, leaving il orwork are in the ordinary practice of the city much other means of egress . . . as may be approved of
honoured in the breach, and therefore the quality of

the mortar is of the greater importance. The use of . . . . . . by the Inspector" te cover special cases.

re-inforced concrete as a wali material seems te be still A by-law concerning the erection of buildings in St.

unprovided for in the regulations, though perbaps net Catherine street aims at the improvement in character

of buildings in this important thoroughfare and insistsnecessarily debarred. on frontages of solid and incombustible character. The
The question of fire-proofing has, as aiready stated, requirement that I the new buildings shall net have less

been giVen most consideration. The materials which than thirty-eight feet from the sidewalk te the top ofare to be considered as fulfilling the conditions of fire- the roof" ought obviously te be enforced with consider-
proof coverings are defined as:-First, brick; second, able discretion.
bOllOw tiles or burnt clay (terra cotta) or any other
material recognized as incombustible, applied te the
Metal structure according te a stated metbod; third, THE WRECKING OF A WORLWS FAIR.

Porous terra cotta of prescribed thickness; and, fourth, The work of demolishing the spiendid buildings at
cement concrete net less than iý/2 in. thick. Cinder the Louisiana Purchase Exposition is a colossal task,

concrete is disallowed, unless treated se as te be free as indicated by the amount of material collected by

from material which would render it combustible at a the company which purchased the structures froni the

fair management. In a list sent out te prospective
temperature of less than i,5oo degrees Fahrenheit. purchasers of the material no less than 100,000,000

Te the clauses which regulate the construction of feet of lumber is offéred for sale, comprising every

theatres a number more have been added, and, as they kind and description, 50,000 sash, loooo doors, te-

contradict existing clauses in many respects, it is te be gether wîth one million dollars' worth of copper wire,

and other electrical material, vast quantities of pipe,
hoped that, when the by-laws are printed in amended fencing, roofing material, furniture, in fact, an aggre-
form, it will be quite clear that these revised clauses gation of second hand goods such as never before was

take entire precedence of the others. Thus the new placed on the market. A novel feature is the offéring

'ttiufts provide for doors with Il no locks of any of 25,ooo bamboo poles used by the government in the
.Icind whilst the actual clauses, which presum Philippine Reservation, the last memento of the man-

ably eating natives of Unele Sam's new possession. It
are still te remain part of the by-law, call for fasten- would be interesting te know where all of this material
ings upon the inside only. The new clauses take 2o will find its destination. Gne may imagine that some
inches of width for each roo permanent seats of the of it may go te dwellings in the west, the other parts

auditorium as the basis for regulating the width of of it may do service in the east, and still others in the

exits. The old clauses gave eighteen inches pet joo 1 south and in the north, distributing te all parts of the
country souvenirs in the shape of building material

ftais as the basis, and it will be necessary te revise from this greatest of modern expositions.- The Ohio
y are mentioined, As rg, 4rrhieeci eel;4 Buildert


