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,ity lias money eniough at its disposai to satîsfy the
tiiderwriters." Again, with respect to, the expeicted
grant of $5o,ooo (it ought to be $îoo,ooo), to buy fire
apparatus, we find Mr. Aldermnan Ekers contending
tliat *'the insurance men should be questioned whether
il is outlay would satisfy them, or flot." Has no one the
I)tiblic-spirited, pluck to stand up and say, wîthout reser-
vation. to) the people of that rich city: "More engines
are needed. More hose is needed, Improvements ini
n'-en, in methods, in appliances, art needed, before the
contlagratUoi hazard can be reduced." One wouild think,
frd in thet appeals made adi misericordîamt by the city
authiloritiesý, that the tire under-writers were a set of
0gres, dectermined to have the very fleshi of business
"'crn, inistead of dealers in indeninity, seeking merely
thec reasonable rates of premiuni that xvili suflice to cover
thc(ir heavy losses.

It is a mnistakeni attitude for aldermen to take, that
of ùmi4ting; uipon all unidertakig from the under-writers

to redluce the rates of fire premnium if so-and-so is done
IA the city, inistead of first takÎng the precautions that

.dire e-xperienice has shown to be necessary for safety, and
fihen densiandinig a reduiction, ii rates of fire insurance.
The Monitreal city, counfcil appear to be unable to, rise
to the situation of to-day. nhe conditions of 1872 or
(-en 1882 are niot those of 1902. An extended area,
hiigher buIIiligs, greater traffiC, electric traction, liglIit-
ing wires, telephonc wires, street car wires, îincreased
r'isks Of ail kinds-such are amiong the surrouindings in
a ftrst-class, iodern commercial city. The arrange-
mi*ents for lighting fires î,i Montreai have not kept pace
with these developtients. The fire department, no
mlore thanl other departmnelts of civic adintistrati,,
cant successfillly conduct a city business on a village
ba-sis. Andf yet thjs is what a short-sighted faction, in
Montreal is attemipting to do, to the inigni£iationt of sen-
sile p)eopIle and to the peril of a wbole comuîunlllity.

THF APl'l TRADE,- 0F NOVA SCOTIA.

The atinual mieetitng oi the King's cotunty board of trade
was hel ini Kentville, NS., on !he iith inst. As might be
expected in sucbi a famous aipple-groiwjng section as this, the
chief topic for discussion was that of fruit, and how to inake
the most of k. Sonie of the ,transportation compftnies camne in
for severe criticism for the rnanner in which fruit was shipped,
and it was suggested that subsidies should be withheld by the
Government pending an improveinent in ventilation, etc. A
resolution was mnoved contending that the freight classifica-
tion of apples on railroads shlould be altered frOm 3rd to 5th
class, and made similar to that of flour, It was claimied b>'
ont -speaker that apples Sent byv rail x,2c>o miles to Montreal,
and thencc shipped to Great Britain, often arrived in the
latter country in better condition than wh-en shipped directly
from Halifax. The reniedy was either speedier vessels or
cold storage, and probabi>' the latter was thý_ most practical.
A resolution was unanimousl>' adopted to the effect that, as
KCinj-g coUatý' was, for horticultural development, probably
unequalled on this continent, the proposed college of agricul-
ture and horticulture for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
sboud be established soinewhere within the borders of that
county. The desirabilit>' was poinited out of having an ini-
spector ini Halifax to overlook the handling of fruit. Alto-
gerher, the board's meetin-g is likel>' to resuit in considerable
good to one of Canada's mort Pro>mising industries.

The election of officers resulted as follows: President, Mr.
P.Ins vice-president, r.A. S. McDonald; secretar>'-

WASTE 0F WATER.

The enormous waste of water which. constant>' Unes on
in nian>' of our cities is an important consideration. Last
year thc deficit in the Toronto Water Departnient was $9,
cou, and it was, we believe, rnainly due to this cause. A good
'.eal of the waste is no <loubt owing to leakage from the
îiderior taps which are ini such common use in dwellings. It
lias been suggested t1iat legislation should be enacted to
require taps to be tested and stamped. At the present rume
there are in the homses of any large cit>' thousands of taps
which alter being in use a short time, becoine loose and atlowv
water to run day and night. This is more serious than it
îniight appear, because such an incessant dripi>ing mieans
reduced pressure on hydrants, thus increasing the danger to
the conlmunity in case of tire. Another Ineants which mi<ht
bc taken is the adoption of water meters, as is already the
case- in Cleveland, and somte other cities Citizens are much
,nore careful in their valuation of an article for which they
have to pay pro rata.

TFUE WINNIPEG EXHIBITION,

A friend bas -ent us the annual report af the Winnipeg
Indutstrial Exhibition Association. The figures of incorne and
e'<pendiîture are instructive, showing to hou' remtarkabîe
lenrths this western fair bas grown in eleven years. Receipta
for ig01 were $64,122 of which $15,soo was granted b>' the city
and the Manitoba Government; $26.343 was taken for admnis-
S.ions;- entry fees, booths and advertising brotught ini $ýý,940
sUbacriptions to priz- lust, $1,7z~3. There was expenided for
prizes, $IS,378; for printing and advertising, $7,44o, sho.wing
that the management bias learned the value of publicity so
achieved; and $7,308 if, maintenance and pçrmanent improve-
mrents., The "attractions," b>' way of elephants, vaudeville,
fireworks and banIs, cost $t3,28o. The ground and buildings~
aire put down in the balance sheet at $104,476, 2nd are owne.J
b>' the city of Winnipeg. Respectîng these the report says.:
"The main bujilding is anything but creditable, and a deter..
mined effort must be made to entirel>' change the character of
tht exhibits in this building. They should be made represenfa,.
tiý e of the manufacturing industries of the west." The
directors appeal ta Winnipeg and the people of the west for
more resources, to make the Fair what it shouid continue to
bc, in harmony with thle grow.th of the province. "The diffi-
culty of giving a dollar's worth for fifty cents is a position ihat
canlnot be long maintained," says Uic president, "and the gesi.
eral public or thosc of them who believe the exhibition to b,
a good thlng, must take a greater interest in its work and re-
sponsibilities," The idea 0f increasiag the adm-ittance price,
or of grading prices, is broached. This may be necessary, but
it is a dangerouis experiment, as the people found who launched
a big exhibition, and lost a big lot of money, at Detroit a feu'
years ago.

AGRICUI.TURAI. SAVINGS & LOAN COMPANY-

Sonie incerease Of business is shown b>' this conlpany. It
had more ntoney to lcnd, deposits being $25,000 greater, and
currency debentures $64,ooo greater, while there was a alight
decrease in Old Country borrowings, a feature which char-
acterizes several other loan compan>' reports. Its net mort-
gages are nOW $2,2i2zooo. The year's gross earnings u'ere
ver-y satisfactory, being $ii8.750 in interest and $2,021 in rents.
Net, they were $51,8M8. This enabled the puttîng of $i5,ooo
to reserve and carrying more than $3,000 forward after pay-.
ing dividend and incomne tax. The report states that funds
have been keft Weil inve3ted during the year, and this is evi-
dtnced by the results in profit. By reason of the lamented
death of Mr. Regan, who had been thirty years conaected
with the compan>'. for seven of them as its president, a sItw
director had to be added to the board, Mr. Masuret was the
gentleman chosen, a well known 'London nierchant.
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