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than she does at presenit towards
thc inilitary defence of the empire.
The Star is a staunch British con-
nection paper, but it thinks that
Canada is doing enough for im-
perial interests just now by de-
veloping this portion of the empire
and by maintainiîîg the Canadian
Pacific Railroad. We are siînply
sick of this line of argument, wheni
ilscd as an excuise for Canada to
continue iii lier present tliouightless
course of developing lier resources
without providing for national de-
fence. The viulnerability of the
country increases xith its com-
mercial developmnent, and so does
the national danger. Canada ;vill
be a more desirable conquest ten
years hence than it is to-day.

Thie natural developmcnt of the
Dominion is a loyal and natuiral
ambition for the good people of
this country, but they should realize
that the progress of their work of
(ievelopmnt but inicreases the risk
of foreign invasion. Trrue, thec lu-
crease of population which accomi-
Paxiies the devclopinent of a couli-
try's resources adds to the defen-
sive powver of the nation, but in
every other respect it weakens it.
'ie developiînent of tue ixattîral

resouirces of Cauada has located
flourislîing toxvns and weli-tilled
farm lands xvhere the Americani
invaders of 18 12 lost theinselves ini

iiiliospitable forests or xvere sur-
rouncled in unknown bogs. Bush
roads liave beexi replaced by splen-
did turkpikes, railwvays and canais.
And as our national prosperity ini-
creases, so xiii the natural defen-
siveness of the country diniishi.
Hoxv absuird, tlien, is this argu-
ment that Canada is doing lier 1th11
sliare towards thc strengthiening
of the empire by deveioping lier
nattiral resouirccs. As a inatter of
fact, lier progress ini this respect is
but still furtîxer weakening whiat
is aiready distinctly the weakest
link iii thc xvhole cdain of inperlal
defence.-

The construictioni of the Canadiani
Pacifie Raii;vay itseif increased the
ex isting 01)ligation upoii Canada
to provide soînie effective systeni of
defence. In consideriîîg niilitary
inatters every continigency bas to
be providcd for, and iii the event
of Britaini being involved in any
great war iieCssit.,.tiig the uise of
the muel vaunted aiternate route
to the east, hiostilities with thc

United States would not be a very
rew-ote contingency. With Canada
absolutaly without any adequate
defensive system, as she is at pres-
ent, thîs great route to the east
xvould be at the mercy of any ad -
venturous Yankee tug boat which
dared to make a dashi across Lake
Superior and burn a few of the
trestles wlîich carry our great tranis-
continetl road across thie northerti
itiels of oi- greatest freshi water
sea.

\Xe fimiiy believe that it is ig-
norance anîd nothing cisc which
causes Canada to reniain under the
reproach of being a menace to im-
periaL-safety. Canadians are.loyal
to the empire, appreciate the advan-
tages of the imperial connection,
and are certainly honcst enoughi to
wislh to bear their share of the
burden of inîperial dlefence. If
they are flot they are unworthy of
the flag xvhichi proteets them.

'lhe admission of Iieut.. Col.
Prior, M.P., to the Dominion Cab-
iniet is a distinct advantage for the
militia. Lieut.-Col. Prior is not
oinly a weli-infornied mnilitia officer,
but lie is in entlîusiastic one. It
xiii be a niew thinig for the militia
to have one of its active officers in
the cabinet, and thiat it xiii be also
a good thing goes without saying.
Wîtli Mr. Dickey as ininister of
miilitia and Lieut.-Coi. Prior as a
colleague in the cabinet, we ouglit
to be able to expcct of the goverii-
mieint fair recognition of the te-
qu irenients of the force.

Wlîat bas becoiue of that first
consignient of the Lte-Metfords,
anîd wlien inay the next consigîx-
ment be expeeted ? And, while in
an enquiring turu of mi, what
about an explosive for thec ncw
amin, and the required ncxv rifle
ranges ?

We are pleased to hear that tiiere
is sonie prospect of our suggestion
that teanis from the Canadian
nîiilitia should he organized to coin-
pete at the royal xilitary tourna-
ments at London and Dublini being
carrie(l out. TIe proposailbas ex-
cited consîderable discussion inl
Montreai, Toronto, Hamîilton, Ot-
tawa, Kingston, and Quebec, and
thc proposal illii likely be carried
out ini thee ear futture, if not this
year.

Now is the tirne for thc govemu-

ment to prepare and carry out some
sehenie for the establishment on a
permanent basis of a naval militia.
Such a force would prove invalu-
able in case of ti ouble with ont
fire-eating neighbors. There are
many steamers, both on the lakes
and the St. Lawrence that could
be transforxned into useful cruisers
for service on our inland seas.

Now also is the tiîne to oiverliaul
the rotten and antiquated equip-
ment which is supposed to be ini
reserve in case of trouble. If we
are correctly informed, the only
knapsacks in store are those which
were rejected by the British war
office after they had proved so dis-
astrously unsuitable ini the Crimean
War. There should be stored in
the varlous depots throughiout the
country serviceable modern valise
cquipments sufficient to equip
30,000 l'le" at the very Ieast.

lu view of the "jingo " talk of a
large section of the Anierican press
and people, the following compari-
son of the naval strength of Eng-
land and the United States xiii be
of ânterest. It nîay be stated, more-
over, that the difference between
the tvo navies is even greater than
is apparent from the figures menx-
tioned, as a large proportion of the
UT. S. vessels elitmerated are of
antiquated patterns, and even their
new ships are in niany cases more
experiniental than many of the
practical officers would like, and
the number of breakdowns ini tbem
more frequent than they shouid be.
The figures are quoted by the New
Eork Arm;'r and Navy )Joîernal and
uîay be taken as very nearly exact
for botli navies.

G;reat Britain bas in service 5o battie-
ships, i i arnored coast defence vessels,
25 armored cruisers ; a total of 86 ar-
niored vessels, besides to battleshlps and
4 cruisers building. She has of un-
armorcd vessels M i n service, viz., 52
protccîed cruisers, 88 cruisers, 14 gun
vessels and 34 torpedlo vessels, besides
22 protected cruisers, 4 cruisers and 2
gun vessels building, in al 28 unarmored
ve-ssels authorized and building. This
makes a grand total Of 27.1 'essels in
commission and 42 building, besides 189
torpedo boats in service and 62 building.

Tlhe United States has in service, of
armorcd ships, 3 battleships, 0 coast de-
fence vessels, i cruiser; of unarmored
vessels, 13 protected cruisers, 2o cruisers,
8 gun vessels, -2 torpedo vessels. XVe
have building 5 battleships, 4 armored
coast defence v'essels, i armored cruiser
and 9 unarmored gun vtssels. This is
the couiparison of the totals of vessels in
service and building:


