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PRAYER BOOKS,

There are many kinds of Prayer Books

in -the world, from the huge Bible-siged
- volaume that the father of a family car-
ries uvder bis arm, down to the two-inch,
tiny booklet that the father of another-
family puts in his vest pocket. There
are prayer booke that appear as if they
w:re printed to be read at a djstance of
ten ysrds, and others that the ordipary
reader would require a micrdscope to
detect what their -pages contain. - Of
course the size, the biuding, the print,
tbe many other accidents of prayér-
bocks” deperd upon the different opin-
ions, requirements, ideas, whims, or
necessities of the persons making use of
" them—or else buying them to be made
use of by others. It is mot for the pur-
pose of examining into the sundry forms
of prayer-books that we touch upon this
subject; we merely wish to express a
few words regarding the- manner in
which the contents of some prayer-books
are prepared. There are some people,
who underiake, through excellent mo-
tives, the task of compiling prayer-
books who might as well attempt the
making of dictionaxies, or who would do
more service were they to compile
volumes of wit and humor.

We spent some time the otber day
examining different prayer books that
areon the market, and we were both
smused and surprised at ‘the manner in
which a certain nupiber” of them were
prepared. Of course they all contain the
general essential devotions: morning
and evening prayers, litanies, prayers for

. Mass, Veapers and Benediction, ag well
as prepsrations for confession and oom-
munion and thestations of the cross. A
Catholic -prayer-book that did not con-
tain all these devotions would. be almost
useless—unless it were for a certain pur-
pose, gotten up for a retreat, or for Lent,
or for some particular feast. But we
are now reterring to the ordinary prayer-
book that is nsed by the every-day Cath-
olic in church.” Without wishing to find
fanlt we cannot help extending a little
advice to the pexrson who undertakes the
compilation of such & work,

- In the first place have a good table of
contents ; don’t.forget.to give & table of
the different feasts and fasts, especially
the movable feasts; but, above all, try
and have the devotions run in the order
of & day’s rcutine. The Mass at the end
of & book is somewhat, in our mind, as
much ont of place rs would be a Mass in
tte afternoon. The morning -prayer
after the Mass is se—ivappropriate as
wotild e the morning prayer, that shouid
.~ be gaid on rising, repsated about noon
¢+ time. In a word, the devotions should
come in the order in which they are to
be performed. But what most-attracted
pur attention was the translations of the

Latn, whetler -the Vespers, or the
hymps for Benediction. .

.In taking up one_ beautifally bound
and elegantly printed little “Key of
Heaven,” that, according to the title
page, had been revised and corrected, we
found the translations of different pray-
ers, psalms and hymns, too literal, too
stiff, and often too inexact. Itreminded
us of the “ Revised Testament” that had
been “ corrected ”’ for the use of cur non-
Catholic friends. We'don’t like the idea
of these * revisions” and * corrections ”
of prayers that have sfood the test of
generations and of sacred compositions
that have come down to us from inspired
sources. Besides, there sre many of the
prayers and bymns which our fathers,
and their fathers, and their ancestors
learned by heart and transmitted to
their descendants ; we do not care to be

‘1 asked to repeat these in & “revised,” or

“eorrected ¥ form, abave all when the
new wording is not as good a translation
nor as exact as the old one. To illustrate
our meaning we will give a simple ex:
ample; every Catholic knowe by hesxt
the- “ Salve Regina,” or * Hail, Holy
Queen.” It is thus we were accustomed
to repeat that prayer: ‘“Hasil, Hcly
Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our
sweetuess and our hope. To Theedo we
.cry, poor baniched sons of Eve; to Thee
do we . send up our righs, moaning and
weeping in this valley of tears. Turp,
then, O, most gracious Advocate, thine
eyes of mercy towards us, etc., etc.”
Just imagine a child, who has repeated

this prayer thousands of times, from the

days he knelt at his mother's knee, at-

tempting toesy it thus: “Hail, O Queen.

O Mother of Mercy! Hail our life, our

comfort, our hope! We, the banisbed

children of Eve, ory out unto Thee. To

Thee wo send our sighs, groaping and

weeping in this vale of tears, Come,

then, our Advocate, and look down upon

us with those thy pitying eyes, etc., etc.”

Apart from the halting English, the
translation of the Latin is inexact. If
sny of our readers will kindly take up

the ‘8Salve Regina,” it will be at once

apparent that in these few lines there

are not less than six or seven inexact

translations.

The point we are coming at is simplly

this: people who are not qualified to

compile such an important work as a

prayer-book, or who will not ‘give the

time necesssry to the labor, or who lovk

upon it as a very ordinary and impartant

performance, shonld never attempt it.

Let them compile stories, or posms, or
semething else; but, for heaven’s sake,

let them not attempt the “revising and
correcting,” the furnishing of their ver

gions of prayers, hymns and devotions

that 'are as 0'd as the hills and as sacred

as they are old.

We will touch again upon this subjeot
when ‘opportunity presents itself. Not
to have it said that we are too criticsl,
we will mention one fact that will soon
become generally known., We are aware
of a certain new prayer-book that is
about to create & model whereby others
may be formed. It is compiled by s re-
ligious and is intended for the special use
of . young gixls, a4 * church, at school or
at home.” We will not say any more
conceérning this volume, at present, be-
yond expressing the hope that all future
compilers of prayer-books will *take a
leaf from that religious book” of ex-
perience and see that their works, like.
hers_has been, ate revised by eminunt
theologiang, and that they “ contain clear,
concife‘and accurate instructions on the
doctrine and practices of our Holy Re-
ligion.” o

THERE i8 sometbing remarkable in the
fact that Bishop Mutz, of Deuver, has
taken the very unusual gourse of sending

.

his resignation to the Holy Father. It
appears that - the financial condition of
the diocese is anything but desirable,
and that'the people refuse to co-operate
with their Bishop in the work of rectify-
ing matters. Itisseldom that we hear
of a Bishop being pushed to that extreme,
and truly there must be something radi-'
cally wrong when he finde the situation
so desperate that he is obliged to resign.
—

THE PIANO CONTEST.

One of the most interesting events in
connection with the recent Villa Maxia
Bazaar was the contest between the
Shamrock and the National Amateur
Athletic Associations. Mrs. Moore,
whose energy and zeal are 80 well known
and so¥ highly ~ appfeciated,;succeeded,
before the bazasr opened, in securing
from Mr. L, B, N. Pratte, of Notre Dame
street, the_donation of & magnificent
Hazloton Concert Grand Pisno, which
was kiodly donated. The S8hamrocks
and National Lacrosse Associations en-
tered the contest for the splendid gift.
Of course the greater smount of the
electi-n work rested with the ladies, and
ag in m+ny another case, with the ladies
of our race, they sucoeeded in securing
 handsome majority of votes for their
favoritcs. As a result the Shamrocks
carried off the piano by & majority of
several thuusand. ‘ .
We regret, however, to state that the
full amount received did not come to
mwe th.n five hundred dollara, Of
course this can be eagily accounted for
in view of the many calls that this au-
tumn have created and on account of
the hard times that have prevailed dur-
ing the past summer. But one thing is
to be cousidered as a matter of congra-
tulation and promise, the whole conteat
—between the athletic representatives
of two different races—were carried on
in a most amicable and cordial manner,
and the good feeling that existed
throughout should be a lesson and &
model for the older members of both
nationalities. While expressing our con-
gratulatione to the winners we cannot
refrain from conveying our congratula-
tions and admiration to those who un-
successfully contended.

Such contests are too often fruitful of
considerable trouble; but in this case

‘the harmony that existed speaks vol-

amea for those engaged in the conteat
and for the great love and respect mani-
fested by alitowsards the gocd Sisters in
whose behalf the bazsar was beld.

Tue Villa Maria Bazaar, which closed
Jaet week in the Monument National,
was s grand sucress. It is, indeed, an
honor to Montrea! and its citizens that
such should bs the case. There have
been s0 many bazaars, enteriainments
and other exiraordinary events of late
that naturally the public might be ex-
pected to have grown tired of the per-
petual calls upon its purse. But, in this
case, it mattered not how many other
demande had taken place, or were likely
to arise, the citizens flocked in thous-
ands to the scene, and each one gave:
acoording to his, or her, means, for.the
glorious work that will result from this
beginning, We trust that the nett result
will suffice to lay the basis of a fund that
will serve to rebuild the Mother House.
Tue brutal manner in which the
Chriatians of Armenia have been trested
by the Mohammedan Kurds is merely a
fourth repetition of the same tragedy
since the commencement of this century.

lives cannot be -calied their own for
twenty-four bours. The Turkish Gov-
ernment ab Constantinople expresses its

e

In faet the Christians of Armenis are in’
| & most -desperate corndition - and - their

deep regret at.the occurrences,and in -
the meantime takes no steps to prevent
the repetition of the same, - Some day &
second Peter the Hermit will arise and
start-a fresh crusade.against those infi-:
dels. Until they are taught a severs and
lasting lesson the Christiana can have no
hope of peace’ or security in the East.
But the age of barbarism is dying away,
and we are confident that before the
middleof the next century civilization
will have established safety even for
Christians, and even in Armenia.

C. M. B. A,
_ Grand Annual Concert.
The members of the C.M.B A. branch
No. 9 held their firat annual concert on
Monday in their hall, 80 Panet atreet.
The president, Mr, P. Flaunery, occupied

the chair, and the programme was thor-
oughly enjoyed by-all present. During
the evening Grand President P. O'R:illy
delivered an address. The address con-
ssted of & most timely and ably ex-
pressed resume of the workings of the
branch and the manuer in which it was
given confirmed the oninions of all in
1zg fact that Mr. O'Reiily is decidedly
‘he most energetic and able president
hat the council could poseibly bave.

Branch 1 -Nomination ot Officers.

On Monday evening alargely attended
meeting of Branch 1 of the Quebec
Council, C.M s A., took plice. It was
largely attended and a most pleasant
time was spent. The nomination of
officers tSok place and all the (ffice-
nolders were re-elected unanimonsly.
The only ¢flice for which a contest was
was necessary that of treasurer.
The incumbent heretofore expressed
his desire to withdraw and the
conscquence wili be an election,
The otficers are: W. J. Innes, president ;
Jobn Lappin, 13t vice-prerident; W.J. -
McLaughlin, 20d vice-president; F. C.
Lawlor, recording and corresponding sec-
retary (this gentieman has held the same
offics for the past eight yearz); .T. F.
MGrail, assistant secretary ; W. J. Scul--
lion, the present finsncial aacrslary, re-
tuxned unanimously. It is understood
that Mr. J. Tierney will contest the cffice
of treasurer with Mr. T, J. White, the
present helder of the same.

The other officers elected were Mr. P.
Connolly, marehal; B. McKenna, guard ;
Messrs, Keenan, P. Morninge, J, Tier-
ney, L. Emond, and P. McCafrcy, true-
tees. Chancellor J. P. Nugent, who was
once & president for a conple of years,
has been honored with the title of
Supreme Deputy by the Supreme Coun-
cil. The retiring president, who will be-
come chancellor, is Mr. W. J. Kerr. -
The meeting was most successful, and
all left the hall well pleased with the re-
gult and with the active interest taken
by the different members of the asso-
ciation, The recording secretary report-
ed baving paid $2000 beneficiary, due
on the death of their late brother, E.
Mundey, who departed this life leaving
four ohildren. It is with pleasure that
we note the progress made by this
branch and assuredly do we wich its
members all manner of success for the
future. .

‘

B8T. ANTHONY’S SOCIAL.

 The ladies of St. Anthony’s Church
held a social entertainment in the hall
of that church on Baturday afterncon
and evening. A varied programme wus
much enjoyed by the large audience
present, who also disposed of some ex-
cellent refreshments, The success cf
the entertainment is due in a large mea-
sure to the efurts of the Rev. J. E
Donnelly, who had charge of the affair.
We are all aware of tha grand efforis
made by Father Donnelly for the suc
oess of every undertaking that tends to-
wards the spiritual or tempors! welfare
of his parish, and in this case we can
‘Heartily congratulate the Rev. Pastor, a8
weil as-the ladies, in-the success that at-
tended the entertainment above men-
tioned. 8t. Anthony's is-one of our
finest and most promising parishes,
while ite padtor is, unquestivnably, one
of .the most popular and zealous priests
of our oity. R '
' o -
‘enjoyment too
' ‘Jh ' time he .

A man who puts 0ff his
long will find it 'mislaid.
gets to'it, - 5




