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II.

TrE Charter of the Ckurch of Christ is
contained in the Apostolie Commission :
“Go yeand make disciples of all nations.”
(St. Matt. xxviii. 19.) That this is her
work is allowed by all who are called by
the name of Christians. The only object
of her existence is the Glory of God by
the salvation of souls.

The Lord gave no vague instructions
to the Apostolic band. During the great
“forty daye,” He had been “speaking of
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of
Gon”; discoursing to them of the matters
which it was necessary for them to know;
about the Church’s Constitution, her gov-
ernment, her trials, her consolations, her
hopes, and her glorious consummation.
He might leave them, and ascend to
Heaven. But over and above the imme-
diate inspiration of the Comforter, which
was soon to be poured out upon them,
they had already their Lord's own per-
sonal instructions. '

Lest, however, they might forget or
neglect, he again sums up for them in two
precepts His Divine plan for the regene-
ration of the world. The Church, then,

tized, and wash away thy sins’
what the plain sense of the words would
indicate ; if Baptism makes “God’s chil-
dren by adoption,” and “grafts into thej
body of Christ's Chureh,” then we can
not only understand why the Lord ipsti-!
tuted it, and appointed a class of men to
impart it; but can alse see why, above;
all things, it should be bestowed at the
very earliest period possible.
ern plan seems to be to take human na-
ture for what it is suppesed to be,
plan of the Apostles, as we gather it from

' mean
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The

Holy Scripture, was rather to take it for

what it professes to be. Beas strict as

you may, even to the verze of injustice,

and still you cannot guard against insin-

cerity. Those who attempt to gaze into
the recesses of the human heart, are wast-
ing precious time, and essayinga task
beyond their powers: while in the imean-
time the catechumen is suftering for want
of the very grace which it is the most
earnest desire of the Church that he
should obtain. In the very eagernmess of
her ministers that the candidates should
not, through want of thorough prepara-
tion, come short of the blessing, they may
be robbing him of the means of attaining
the sincerity looked for.

The Church believes in Baptismal
Grace. Many of her members hold that
it pleases Gop to bestow the gift of the
Spirit in and by the ordinance. And
this would appear to be the teaching of
the Church i her authorized formularies.
Others, however, think that the Grace
bestowed is nol necessarily tied to the
exact time of the application of the
Water. But to all those who believe that
any grace whalsoever is conferred in
Baptism, whether it be only the blessing
that must follow the mere act of obedi-
ence, or the fuller, yea the free and God-
like giving, with no grudging hand, of
the Father’s love and guidance to His

children, it would surely seem most rea-

for us to give the arguments, and this is, [t
perhaps, the more unnecessary, as the
pamphlet is in the hands of a large num-
ber of our New Brunswick readers. i

As this matter is one of absorbing in-
terost and importanee to the Diocese,
we shall gladly open our columus to a
discussion of the subject, if condueted,
as no doubt it will be, in a Christian and
gentlemanly spirit. We desire to give,
impartially, each side an vpportunity of
stating the]positions taken, and, no doubt,
the arguments brought forward in print,
which can be calmly and dispassionately
weighed, may settle the minds of some,
who are not yet decided in their opin-
ions one way or the other.

Let us have a frank discussion, and
may it pave the way fora speedy and
ununimous solution at the meeting of the
Synod. God gmnt it !

S ——
SOMESERIOUS CONSIDERATIONS.

WHILE certain changes, spoken of in
our last, have given occasion to Church-
men to feel that a steady advance is being
made among Dissenters towards a more
reverent and impressive service in pub-
lic worship, and towards a more fair and
just estimate of the value of the Church’s
Liturgy, yot there are considerations,
which it would be wise for us not to lose
sight of, that greatly diminish the satis-
faction produced.

To be more explicit. The present re-
action from the cold, cheerless, barren
worship of the Puritans, which was so
fast leading to a distaste for, and a con-
sequent withdrawal from all Christian
religious services, and a drifting away
into Spiritualism and Rationalism, has led
to much more attention being paid to the
“externals” in worship, and a consequent
“toning up” toa standard better calculated
to command the attention and enlist the
sympathies of the masses, as well as the
cultured and refined of society.

thought of or too strongly dwelt o

and by the laity of the Churah in t
conversation and intercourse with disser

Hall service, said :—*Who are they llum"
should cast a pebble of hindrance ig g
way ! Is it they who are preaching o
soft cushions, to pampered hearers, ¢
churches the very antitype of that refi;
red to by the Apostle : “Stand thou thet
or sit thou here at my footstool 1 f
there not very great guilt on the Chygl
of England, that she has for so g
years allowed, to say no wore, the richi
accommodate themselves, and to care
little for her poorer memberst  No e
der she has gone so far astray! ¥
friends, the answer to this is, we ask ol

cannot go to Church; many desire, g
cannot find a place to go in without Deingtie
insulted by distinctions, in the Prosensiy;
of Gob, which are hateful %o the Gop vl
worship,

thank “B” for his timely suggestion willk
reference to Sunday, the 24th inst. &
Bartholomew’s Day,) and that the oc)
sion will be seized upon hy very many b
speak of the History. and Seriptun
Character of the Prayer Book.
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than now subscribe f.r Tue Cryr
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WE are very sure the Clergy wit

We are anxions, as well to promote ou

Will not those interested in Sunds;

sonable that all who long for it should
receive it as soon as it may be; that the
Holy Spirit dwelling within, a Divine
Guest, who works now as Dove, and
now a8 Fire, may even so catch up the
Teacher’s feeble words, as they fall
on the outward ear, and make them
effectual to the innermost Being ;
and that the hesitating, stumbling feet
may be strengthened and guided by that

through her first founders, is commanded
by the Lord Himself,—

First, to baptize all nations into the
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost ; and—

Secondly, She is to teach them fo ob-
serve all things, whalsoever ke had once
for all commanded them.

Her duty then was clearly first Bap-

But the danger lies in the fact of this
new state of things being objectless ; and
that a more elaborate ritual is the at‘rac-
tion, while it is made to teach no spiritual
lesson. So that, in fact, a sensual, mate-
rialistic worship is really to be given to
men, to be offered to Gop instead of a
spiritual one,

Now, in the Church of England, every

Schools canvass parents for their namg
and lend their aid, as they deem best, &
promote the success of this work ?

May we not reasonably ask each of ou
present subscribers to get us af least oxt
new name. This done, our positin
would be greatly improved.

Friends, let us hear from you. Ou
terms, you know, are only one dollar s
year, in advance,

tism ; then Teaching.

At the very earlicst moment that the
spomsors can bring their children, the
Church, obeying her Lord's command,
admits them into the Kingdom. Till that
is done ; till the regeneraling grace of the
Spirit is vouchsafed in answer to her
humble, faithful prayer, and in accord-
ance with the Lord's design, they cannot
fuily profit by her teaching. If the can-
didates have come to years of maturity
without that holy Sacrament, 2s soon as
she is satisfied of their repentance, their

Power which comes of free grace, and can
neither be won nor forced,

On this ground, the Church waits on

her Master’s will that she make disciplea
by baptizing ; that she bring her “learn-
ers” to Him who invites them to learn of
Him. And thus she homours Him by
taking Him at His word.

A CO-ADJUTOR BISHOP,

We have received from St-..John, a

pamphlet, entitled “Remarks on a Canon

honest acceptance of the Baptismal Creed,| proposed by the Most Reverend The
and, what must necessarily follow there-| Lord » Bishop of TFredericton, in the

from, their sincere purpose of obedience,| month of June, A. D., 1879,

she receives them into the fold. That
done, she is in a position to teach them
“the way of Gop more perfectly”; and
they are in a sate to receive it with ful-
mess of blessing,

This pam-

phlet takes up the proposed Canon on
the Election of a Bishop Coadjutor,.and
presents the arguments against restricting
the right of nomination solely to the
Aduits may be, with|Bishop of the Diocese. These are ar-

the very best of intentions, kept too long

ranged under the following heads :— lst.

form and service has a speeial significance,
and teaches a special lesson, each convey-
ing to the worshipper some TRuTH in the
Almighty system of truths whick centre
around the doctrines of the Incarmation
and Atonement. And in all the services
of the Chureh, these doctrines are plainly
shown forth, and constantly dwelt upon ;
and everything in connection with the
worship of Almighty Gon, is carefully
and minutely explained. The Digsenter
who cannot see this, misconceives the
object of the Church’s ritual, and must
largely, if not altogether, lose the bless-

ing of the matter.
and the dangers to vital Christianity,

which are likely to.ensue, are the natura]
and legitimate resulis of the anomalous

only find their happy solution when the
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1.
2,
3.
4.
5. Whose hair was the cause of his death?
6.
7.
8.

®

ings which flow from a right understand-| 10

g . . . 11, What 28] A
The evils connected with this subject, | 1 "hat profession was Zena

13. Why is a eabman called a Jehu?
4. Who had his thumbs and great toes cut off u §

position occupied by Dissenters, and can |15-
6. What and ’where is the earliest recorded

“BIBLICAT, QUESTIONS.”
What is the meanin?f Bible ?

Of what were the ‘Tyrian onrs made ? alsoth B
sajls ?

Where is the first mention made of gold and 3
the onyx stone? ‘

Where is mention made of crisping pins?

Who was Jemima ? and where did she live! il

Name the brazen pillars cast by the widow’s o
son for Solomon ? i
Who was the first Euro oA 2 to |8
Christianity ? poan convert © i
What were the days of Purim among the [
Jews?

. Who were Timothy's grandmether U;d
mother?

. Who wes saved by tying a acarlet line to
her window ?

8 punishment ?
What wise king says ‘“Beauty is vain"?

Riddle?




