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THE CHOICE OF THE CHRISTIAN HEROES.
(From “ Lays and Ballads from English History.”)

Tt was the hour of evening prayer,
It was the holy sabbath night,

Sunset was glowing in the air,
Placid, and calm, and bright ;

When fierce Saladin did call

To his side his warriors all ;

And in proud array they wound their way

Up green Tiberia’s height.

With fettered hand and weary soul
Each Christian captive followed on

Submissive to that base control,
Till the fair hill was won.

O, what depth of fire supprest

Must have burned in every breast !

For they were the knights of a thousand fights,

Of the Temple and St. John.

* They stood, and held their very breath,
With rising heart and filling eye,
For the blue sea of Gennesareth
Beneath their feet did lie;
Yon bills are guardians of the shore
Where oft their Saviour trod before;
And their hands are bound, and the holy ground
Is the prey of Moslemrie !

And, lo! it is the very hour
When, on their far, their Christian shore,

Those they best love from hall and bower
Wend to the church’s door:

Full many a heart ie lifting prayer

For them, the lonely captives there.

The old knights frown and the young look down,

For their-eyes are running o'er,

Stately and sad, an old knight spake:
“ Why, tyrants, have ye brought us here?
Say, did ye wish to see them break
The bearts that cannot fear ?
Know, our God will give us might
Even to look upon this sight.
My brethren, dry each drooping eye,
The foe beholds your tear!”

The Moslem chieftain answered him:
“ Captives, look round ye, as ye stand !
Look, ere the twilight closeth dim
Upon this lovely land :
See how the clouds yon hills enfold,
Turning their purple into gold ;
For the sun’s last light makes all things bright
Save you, the captive band.

“Is not the earth around ye fair?
And do your hearts desire to die,

Nor breathe once more the gladsome air,
When morning paints the sky?

A precious thing is the light of day,

And life should not be flung away.

Say, woald ye be on the green earth free ?

Pine ye for liberty ?

* Free shall ye be by a sultan’s word,
A word that ne'er was broken yet,
Take ye but Allah for your Lord,
Avd bow to Mahomet ;
Your trusty swords I will restore,
Your heads shall wear the helm once more ;
By the Moslem band who rule this land
Ye shall be as brethren met.

“Refuse—yon scimiters are keen;
A stern and speedy death is near!”
Full awful were those words, T ween :
They thrilled against the ear.
What did that true hand reply?
very knight kneeled down to die,
or they looked on the sea of Galilee;
Aod one word they answered—* Here ?

“ Here, should the brave deny their God?
Here, should the true forsake their faith ?
ere, where the living footsteps trod
Of Him they owned in death ?

Here, where the silent carth and sea

'l‘hce“ Witness to the Deity 2” $
Te WaS nigt o Lieart would from Christ depart
By blue Gennesareth !

8o one by ona thoy knccled and died,
That band of heroes and of saints ;

And the deep, deep stain of a crimson tide
The hills lone greenness taints.

The hurrying work of death is done

Ere in the pure wave cank the sun ;

And the twilight air was full of prayer,

But not of weak complaints.

O, many tears, ye brave and true,
O, many tears for those were shed,
Whose corpses by the waters blue
Lay piled —unhonoured dead !
Shrired in many a bleeding heart,
Never did their names depart:
And heaven’s own light for many a night
Played round each sleeping head.

But a purer light than that whose ray
Around their tombless corpses shone

‘Was kindled in hearts far away
By the deed which they had done!

And, if the warriors’ tempted faith

Grew feeble in the hour of death,

“ Remember,” they cried, “how the Templars died,

Aud the true knights of St. John!”

-@:
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EVACU.:&TION AND BURNING OF MOSCOW.
(Erom Alison’s History of Europe.)

Nothing could exceed the consternation of the i,
habitants of Moscow at finding themselves abandmeq
by .their defenders. They had previously been leg ¢,

elieve, from the reports published by the Rusian

Overnment, that the French had been defeated a1

°rodino, or at all events that their entry into Mog.
l“v.Was out ?f the question; and no prep-aratiom for
th 0g the city had been made by the mhabitmts,
ough arrangements to that effect had been ma by
q“? overnor, Count Rostopchin, whose name h ac-
ted an immortal celebrity from the awful catas.

t . :
i:;,‘::? Which soon followed. Speedily, however, the
vert Mants Jeft the city : in that extremity they re.

Inag, 3 once to the nomadic life of their ancestors,
Parteq (}‘fy% nearly three hundred thous.and h?d de-
R N o the gatad with defioted
eserted "E tears of .despalr; the streets, almost
the sund gf hel.r inhabitants, mournfully re-echoed
their tread; it seemed as if Russia was
her metropolis.  Notwith-
f the people, however, the
conducted in admirable or-
g abandoning the cradls o the S
» » Prepared in silence to revenge its fall. At eleven
ock on the 14th, the advanced guard of {le French
Wisllyé;r?m an eminence on the road, descried the long
= ~1or minarets of Moscow. The domes of aboye
thoy undred churches, and the massy sunimits of a
the ;a"d palaces, glittered in the rays of the sun;
O of the cupolas gave an Oriental character to
SCene; but, above all, the cross indicated the as-
se: 4 o.f the European religion.  The scene which
Vince t;d “"E"-to the eye, resembled rathera pro-
ings t:x orned with palaces, domes, woods, and build-
ho 40 a single city, A boundless accumilation

r e‘;ﬂes, churches, public edifices, rivers, parls, and
gentle :’ ;tre'c}"’d out over swelling eminen‘ce a_nd
ture op ales as far as the eye could reach, Tl mix-
With ¢, architectural decoration and pillared senery,
Datiy, : bright green of foliage, was peculiarl_yfast':l-
riengt lo uropean eyes. Every thing announed its
e"“am:i" °h‘"a_cter. Asia and Europe meet 1 that
char&ct s d aty. It resembles. Rome, not n the
ran eer of its edifices or architecture, butn the
Wwhi }? variety of styles which are to be met wih, and
an a; once bespeak the Queen of half theglobe.
low )(’)o 1ts palaces are of wood, coloured gree, yf:l-
St‘ul’ tr "08¢, and with the exterior ornamente with
oesp lllre n Moorish or Arabesque taste. Nuwhere
Posip lleury and magnificence appear in ame im-
Moregh orfn', or are placed close besld.e povery in a
alace umiliating aspect. The Kremlin, the ncient
Nate] gf the Czars of Muscovy, where thejalter-
al‘t:'r efended themsclves against the Pols and
aanke ;, 18 surrounded by a high loop-hole vfull,
by towers, which resemble rather themina-

confusion ¢
soldiers was
er

°r5 and the army,
Ire,
\J

rets of a Turkish mosque than the summits of a Eu- ! in modern times had such a scene been witnessed.
ropean fortress. But, how Orieotal soever the charac- | The men were loaded with packages,
ter of the scene may be, the number and magnificence | their most precious effects, which often took fire as
of the domes and churches, with their gilded cupolas | they were carried along, and which they were obliged
and splendid crosses, tell the beholder at every step | to throw down to save themselves. The women bad
that he is in the midst of the rule of the Christian faith, | generally two or three children on their backs, and as

Struck by the magnificence of the spectacle, the | many led by the hand, which, with trembling steps and
leading squadrons halted, and exclaimed, “ Moscow! | piteous cries, sought their devious way through the
Moscow !’ and the cry, repeated from rank to rank, | labyrinth of flame. Many old mén, unable to walk,
at length reached the Emperor's gyard. The soldiers, | were drawn on hurdles or wheelbarrows by their chil-
breaking their array, rushed tumultuously forward; f dren and grand children, while their burnt beards and

and Napoleon, hastening in the midst of them, gazed
impatiently on the splendid scene. His first wordg
were, * Behold at last that famous city!” the next,
“It was full time!”” Intoxicated with joy, the army
descended from the heights. The fatigues and dan-
gers of the campaign were forgotten in the triumph of

conquest which they were about to complete.
Murat, at the head of the cavalry, speedily advanced
to the gates, and concluded a truce with Milaradow-
itch for the evacuation of the capital. But the entry
of the French troops speedily dispelled the illusions
in which the army had indulged. Moscow was found
to be deserted. Its long streets and splendid palaces
resounded only with the clang of the invaders’ march.
Not a sound was to be heard in its vast circumference ;
the dwellingsof three hundred thousand persons seemed
as silent as the wilderness, Napoleon in vain waited
till evening for a deputation from the magistrates or
the chief nobility. Not a human being came forward
to deprecate his hostility; and the mournful truth
could at length be no longer concealed, that Moscow,
as if struck by enchantment, was bereft of its inhabi-
tants. Wearied of fruitless delay, the Emperor at
length advanced to the city, and entered the ancient
palace of the Czars amidst no other concourse than
that of his own soldiers. The Russians, however, in
abandoning their capital, had resolved upon a sacrifice
greater than the patriotism of the world had yet exhi-
bited. The Governor, Count Rostopchin, had already
set the example of devotion by preparing the means of
destruction for his country palace, which he had set
fire to by applying the torch with his own hands to his
nuptial bed; and to the gates of the palace he had
affixed a writing with the following inscription :—
“ During eight years I have embellished this country
house, and lived happily in it, in the bosom of my fa-
mily, The inhabitants of this estate, to the number
of seven thousand, quit at your approach, in order that
it may not be sullied by your presence. Frenchmen,
at Moscow, I have abandoned to you my two houses,
with their furniture, worth half a million of roubles;
here you will find nothing but ashes.” = The nobles in
a public assembly, determined to imitate the example
of the Numantians, and destroy the city they could no
longer defend. The authorities, when they retired,
carried with them the fire engines, and every thing ca-
pable of arresting a conflagration; and combustibles
were disposed in the principal edifices to favour the
progress of the flames. The persons intrusted with
the daty of setting fire to the city, only awaited the
retreat of their countrymen to commence the work of
destruction. The sight of the grotesque towers and
venerable walls of the Kremlin first revived the Em-
peror's imagination, and rekindled those dreams of
Oriental conquest, which from his earliest years had
floated in his mind.  His followers, dispersed over the
vast extent of the city, gazed with astonishment on
the sumptuous palaces of the nobles and the gilded
domes of the churches. = The mixture of architectural
decoration and shady foliage, of Gothic magnificence
‘and Eastern luxury, excited the admiration of the
French soldiers. more snscentihle than any athar peoe
ple of impressions of that description. Evening came
on; with increasing wonder the French troops tra-
versed the central parts of the city, recently so crowded
with passengers; but not a living creature was to be
seen to explain the universal desolation. It seemed
like a city of the dead. Night approached ; an un-
clouded moon illuminated those beautiful palaces—
those vast hotels—those deserted streets; all was still
—the silence of the tomb. The officers broke open
the doors of some of the principal mansions in search
of sleeping-quarters. They found every thing in per-
fect order; the bed-rooms were fully furnished, as if
guests were expected; the drawing-rodins bore the
marks of having been recently inhabited; even the
work of the ladies was on the tables, the keys in the
wardrobes; but still not an inmate was to be seen.
By degrees a few of the lowest class of slaves emerged,
pale and trembling, from the cellars, showed the way
to the sleeping apartments, and laid open every thing
which these sumptuous mansions contained; but the
only account they could give was, that the whole in-
habitants had fled, and that they alone were left in the
deserted city.
But the terrible catastrophe soon commenced. On
the night of the 13th a fire broke out in the Bourse,
behind the Bazaar, which soon consummed that noble
edifice, and spread to a considerable part of the crowded
streets in the vicinity. This, however, was but the
prelude to more extended calamities. At midnight
on the 15th, a bright light was seen to illaminate the
northern and western parts of the city; and the sen-
tinels on watch at the Kremlin soon discerned the

the moment; and eternal glory was anticipated in the |

| smoking garments showed with what difficulty they
had been rescued from the flames; often the French
soldiers, tormented by hunger and thirst, and loosened
from all discipline by the horrors which surrounded
them, not contented with the booty in the streets,
rushed headlong into the burning edifices to ransack
their cellars for the stores of wine and spirits which
they contained, and beneath the ruins great numbers
perished miserably, the victims of intemperance and
the surrounding fire. Meanwhile, the flames, fanned
by a tempestuous gale, advanced with frightful rapi-
dity, devouring alike in their course the palaces of the
great, the temples of religion, and the cottages of the
{ poor. The Emperor long clung to the Kremlin, in
the hope that the cessation of the fire would enable
him to retain his loug wished-for conquest. But at
length, on the 16th, the conflagration had spread
every direction; the horizon seemed a vast oceaw of
flame, and the cry arose that the Kremlin itself was
on fire. He gave vent to his rage by commanding the |
massacre of the unfortunate men who had been in-
trusted with the duty of commencing the fire, and,
yielding to the solicitations of his followers, aban-
doned the Kremlin. The wind and the rush of the
flames was so violent, that Berthier was almost swept
away by their fury; but the Emperor and his follow-
ers arrived in safety before night at the country palace |
of Petrowsky. General Mathien Dumas and Count |
Daru, who were among the last that left the Kremlin, |
could scarcely bear the intense heat as they rode along !
the quay to follow the Emperor; and on leaving it, |
their horses were with difficulty brought to pass be- :
tween two burning houses at the entrance of the street, |
which formed the sole issue that remained to them. !
Arrived at length at Petrowsky, they had leisure to |
contemplate the awful spectacle which was presented
by the conflagration. ~ Early on the following morning,
Napoleon cast a melancholy look to the burning city, |
which now filled half the heavens with its flames, and !
exclaimed, after a long silence,—* This sad event is
the presage of a long train of disasters!”’ For thirty- '
six hours the conflagration continued, and during that |
time above nine-tenths of the city was destroyed. |
The remainder, abandoned to pillage and deserted by |
its inhabitants, offered no resources for the army.
Moscow had been conquered; but the victors had |
gained only a heap of ruins. [magination cannot |
conceive the horrors into which the remnant of the |
people who could not abandon their homes, were |
plunged by this unparalleled sacrifice. Bereft of every |
thing, they wandered amidst the ruins, eagerly search- |
ing for a parent or an infant amidst the smoking heaps; |
pillage became universal, and from the scene of devas- |
tation, the wrecks of former magnificence were ran-
sacked alike by the licentious soldiery and the suffer- ‘
ing maltitude. The city, abandoned to pillage, was |
speedily filled with marauders; and, in addition to |
the whole French army, numbers flocked in from the |
country to share in the general license. Furniture of |
the most precious description, splendid jewellery, In- {
dian and Turkish stuffs, stores of wine and brandy,}
gold and silver plate, rich furs, gorgeous trappings of |

silk and satin, were spread ahant in r=-=lasnang cone |
fusion, wnd hecame the proy of the least lntoxxcnced[r

among the multitade. A frightful tumult succeeded |
to the stillness which had reigned in the city when the i
troops first entered it. |

|

The cries of the pillaged in- |
habitants, the coarse imprecations of the soldiers, were |
mingled with the lamentations of those who had lost |
theip parents, their children, their all, in the confla-
gration. Plunder became universal in those days of
ubrestrained license; the same place often beheld the
general's uniform and the soldier's humble garments
in search of pillage. The ground, in the parts which
bad peen consumed, was covered with a motley group
of goldiers, peasants, and marauders of all countries |
and aspects, who sought in the smoking ruins the re-
maing of the precious articles which they formerly con-
tained. The church of St. Michael, containing the
tombs of the Emperors of Russia, did not escape their
sacrilegious violence; but no treasures were found to |.
reward the cupidity of the depredators. The shouts |
of the marauders were interrupted by the shrieks of the |
victims of military license, and occasionally drowned :
in the roar of the conflagration; while not the least |
eXtraordinary part of the clamour arose from the howl-
ing of the dogs, who, being chained to the gates of the
palaces, were consumed in the flames with which they
were gurrounded. * * ® » »

In making their circular march, the troops were
filleq with the most melancholy feelings. ~ The fugi-
tives from the metropolis had already spread the in-
telligence of the fire; and the lurid light which filled
one-half of the heavens, attested too plainly the truth
of their tale. The roar of the flames, and the fury of
the tempest, occasioned by the extraordinary heat of

|

splendid edifices in that quarter to be in flames. . The
wind changed repeatedly during the night; but to
whatever quarter it veered the conflagration extended
itself; fresh fires were every instant seen breaking out
in all directions; and Moscow soon exhibited the
spectacle of a sea of flame agitated by the wind. '.I‘he
soldiers, drowned in sleep-or overcome by intoxication,
were incapable of arresting its progress; and the burn-
ing fragments floating through the hot air began to fall
on the roofs and courts of the Kremlin. The fury of
an autumnal tempest added to the horrors of the scene;
and it seemed as if the wrath of heaven had combined
with the vengeance of man to consume the invaders in
the city they had conquered. But it was chiefly du-
ring the night of the 18th and 19th; that the confla-
gration attained its greatest violence. At that time
the whole city was wrapped in flames ; and the volumes
of fire of various colours ascended to the heavens in
many places, diffusing a prodigious light on all sides,
and attended by an intolerable heat. These balloons
of flame were accompanied in their ascent bya fright-
ful hissing noise and loud explosions, the result of the
vast stores of oil, tar, rosin, spirits, and other combus-
tible materials, with which the greater part of the |
shops were filled. Large pieces of painted canvass,
unrolled from the outside of the buildings by the vio-
lence of the heat, floated on fire in the atmosphere,
and sent down on all sides a flaming shower, which
spread the conflagration in quarters even the most
removed from those where it originally commenced.
The wind, naturally high, was raised, by the sudden
rarefaction of the air, to a perfect hurricane. The
howling of the tempest drowned even the roar of the
conflagration; the whole heavens were filled with the
whirl of the burning volumes of smoke, which rose on
all sides, and made midnight as bright as day; while
even the bravest hearts, subdued by the sublimity of
the scene, and the feeling of human impotence in the
midst of such elemental strife, sunk and trembled in
silence. The return of day did not diminish the ter-
rors of the conflagration. An immense crowd of hi-
therto unseen people, who had taken refuge in the cel-
lars, or vaults of buildings, issued forth as the flames
reached their dwellings; the streets were speedily
filled with multitudes, flying in every direction with
the most precious articles of their furniture; while the
French army, whose discipline this fatal event had
entirely dissolved, assembled in drunken crowds, and

80 large a portion of the atmosphere, was heard even
at so great a distance; and as the troops marched at
night, their steps were guided by the glare of the con-
ﬂagratiou. Only one feeling pervaded every breast,
that of profound and ineffaceable indignation; only
one passion animated every bosom, that of stern and r
collected vengeance. The burning of the holy city |
had effaced all lighter feelings, and impressed a reli- |
gious solemnity on. that memorahle march. Words
there were none spoken in that vast array; the hearts
of all were t0o big for utterance; the tread of the men
alone was heard from the ranks; but the silent tears
which trickled down the cheek, and the glance of the
fire which was turned towards the heaveuns, bespoke
the deep determination that was felt. Silent and
mo“!'nﬁll they continued their way, interrupted only by
the burning fragments which occasionally fell among
their ranks, and for a moment illuminated the stern
visages of the soldiers. They left behind them their
palaces anq their temples; monuments of art and mi-
racles of luxury; and the remains of ages which had
passed away and of those which were yet unfinished ;
the tombs of their ancestors and the cradles of their
descendants : nothing remained of Moscow but the re-
membrance of the city and the resolution to avenge it. |

THE DIVINE PRESENCE IN THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND.
(From Charge by Archdeacon Manning. )

F'f.'een years ago the Church of England rested
upon 118 old constitutional foundations. It was privi-
leged and protected by the whole force of the Statute
B°°'f‘ Acts of Parliament were passed, grants of
plﬂ_)hc Money voted for its extension; the whole
weight and influence of th: State went with it; and
there are many who look back to those times with a
fond regret, ag tq the period of its highest security and
strength.  A;q yet up to that very time secessions to
every form of Dissent were numberless; conversions
from among Disgenters comparatively rare; multi-
tudes DOminally i, the Church were really members
of Dlsseming communities : the number of churches !
built exceedingly small ; the increase of clergy hardly |
appreciable ; the standard of almsgiving, especially to |
spiritual works, not only low in itself, but acknow- |
ledged only by 4 fow; our missions languished ; our |

loaded themselves with the spoils of the city. Never

colonial churches hardly existed; public opinion was |

| of deeper things.

|

| the Church. ~ Such, of course with local exceptions,
| in the times of its external apparent strength, was its
| real internal weakness.

| Fifteen years, certainly adverse to the external
: clothing of the Church, have passed over us, and the
|'Phenanena of our condition are exactly reversed.

’l The 4cts of 1828 and 1829 reduced the old theory
of esmblishment almost to a name ; every successive
year las brought fresh departures from our ancient
principles, such as the recent laws relating to mar-
riages, registration, tithes, relief of the poor, and the
like; this is so much of public recognition withdrawn
from tle Church; grants for the building of churches
have cased—the few paltry thousands to maintain
(:lergy in the colonies withdrawn—the whole active
theory of the regale, as defined at the Reforwation,
has bea: abdicated in silence ; and direct countenance
and support extended both abroad aud at home to
religiows bodies in perpetual conflict with the Church.

Andyet, despite of all this, there has arisen within
the Charch, our enemies themselves being judges, an
energy never seen before.

1 am-speaking not of the work of any one body or
party within the Chnrch, but of all men, of whatever
hue or form of opinion, who have spent and been
spent for Christ, and for the souls for whom he died..
We have the issue of all their labours now. What
have been the fruits of these fifteen years of adverse
events? A thousand churches—a work of almost
wiversal restoration never to be estimated; an in-

| crease of clergy far exceeding the increase of church-

ey a number of congregations newly formed, exceed-
itg the number of individual minds which have been
dawn from us: more than half a million of money
it the last five years offcred to the work of national
elucation—a whole system of institutions for train-
iig school teachers—the reorganization of almost
eery diocese on the principle of its spiritual unity
aid government—the founding of ten colonial church-
es pregnant with works of faith and of the Spirit—
ccleges and cathedrals rising in the far east and west
—a twofold and growing number of missionaries and
caechists among the heathen; and now, to give an
uiity and head to our work of missions, a college for
mssionary pastors, founded by the side of the Metro-
pditical Church of Cauterbury, a main source of
retored Christianily to ourselves, by acts of munifi-
caice on a scale worthy of a work so noble.  If such
be the comparative benefits of a state of external
prace and of external conflict, may the shadows of
worldly adversity for ever hang upon the Church of
Tngland !

But these are only material and external fruits ca-
jable of” being produced by mere excitement—false
seal—political rivalry—ambition, and the like: and
even if they be purely Christian in their source, they
are no more than fruits meet for repentance after long
and sinful neglect of Christ's flock both abroad and
at home. Yet, as fruits of repentance, they are, we
humbly trust, acceptable to him, and tokens that he
is with us.  But they are not all that he has given
us. And yet, brethren, I do not know how to speak
We can hardly trust ourselves to
say more than this—that he has been pleased, by
manifold indications, to show us that there are reali-
ties more vital than all that I have spoken of. = By
the labors of many, diverse in many things while on
earth, but now all one in him, he has taught us that
the standard of a conventional religion is a poor sub-
stitute for the sermon on the mount; and that the
proprieties of personal and domestic life are but. cold
2nnroaches to the communion of saints.  May we not

$EUSY iat he Das revealed to unknown multitudes
AMONGE O et N A canetity, and stirred

them with a higher aspiration after the life that is
“bid with Christ in God?”

The other token we possess of God's favor and
Presence with us is to be seen in the marks of correc-
tion which are visibly upon the Church.

very adverse event may be regarded as a chastise-
ment for some failures in our stewardship. When we
80 Teaq it, adversity becomes our strength, The na-
tiona] prerogatives of the Church would never have
been abridged had it not ceased to guide the will and
8piritua life of the nation. The bitter and unrelent-
ing coufliets which some time past were carried on
among gyrselves often about nothing—the seduction
of Members from our communion—the unsettled faith
of others—the coldness and unbrotherly temper too
ofter geen in our own body—what are all these but
Warlings mercifully sent to bid each one of us to “re-
pent, ang do the first works P’ :

"hatever remedy there be for many ills, verbal
disputation will be found to have no health in it.  We
need hymility, not dispute—not argument, but action.

Ur diseases lie deeper than the intellect: and by a
deeper treatment, if at all, they must be healed.—
There are two great fields of controversy—one which
is in the past, and is carried on by literature, learned
criticismsl historical inquiry, abstract reasonings :
another, which is strietly in the present, and has its
whole existence in action, patience, and charity. Of
these tyq kinds the former is addressed to the intel-
lect, ang is subtle, entangling, unpersuasive; the other
is addpegged to the spiritual intuition, and is direct,
ulambigous, convineing: the one speaks to the few,
the other to all men alike.

It is the peculiar and morbid disposition of this day
to stimylate the first kind of controversy, and to evade
the secong,  And it is precisely in this that we shall
MOst preyail. We have too much of rash speculation
and headlong assertion. The deeper movements of

men's hearys need other arguments. Self-denial and

silence are overwhelming apswers even to the intel-
lcct'. Controversial reasons weigh little against de-
votion, or higtorical difficulties against visible sanctity
of life.  And these best of arguments are most in our
power.

Let us look at all adverse events as admonitions to®
mutoal; forgivenegeto greater devotion—to a more
chastened spiris -~ 1¢ we had one thing we should have
all things: without this one thing we bave nothing,
though we haye 4)) besides—love to one another. In
whatsoever Mmay be permitted to fall upun us, let us
read .the Warning of him that dresseth the true viue,
rebukitg us for o barrenness. And yet in that re-
buke 1€t Us reaq g5 oy happier destinies: ‘ Every
branch that beareth not fruit he taketh away.”" Such,

| God be thanked, is not yet our doom, though we have

“

deserved it. « qpg every branch that beareth fruit
he purgeth it oo sharpness and the knife, “that
it bring forth nore fruit.””  The last few years have
given many g sign both of purging and of increase.—
We l}e?d 10 controversial learning to tell us that ours
is a iving branch, There is no room for arguments
when fruits are 14 1o gathered. Men argue when
they cannot see thep

My reverend brethren—I believe I speak all your
hearts when 1 40 that  for myself, I humbly thank
God thaf he hag permitted me to be a member of a
Church in whicp T am not worthy to keep the door.
It is not Unnatyp,) among brethren so closely related,
so intimately joineq by common duties and habitual
co-0peration, that we ‘should pass in review at such
time as this the great spiritual realities which over-
power ‘f“ the verbal and iutellectual objections of
scholastic Controversy, There are di_ﬂiculties which
are best answered by living facts, as the sophism about
infinite Motion— o7 ambulando. We rest upon a
basis of facts, laiq by the Providence of our Divine
Head, and on that basis we firmly believe that the
Church of I‘}ngland is a true and living member of the
holy Catholic Church: neither heretical in dogma;

estranged and hostile ; the hearts of the poor, if with
charged with ' us at all, were but faintly attached to the pastors of

nor schismatical in the unhappy breach of Christen-
dom; in will and desire united to all Christ's mem=
bers upon earth; her faith the baptismal faith of all
saints from the beginning; her cause austere, but just ;
and ber plea valid in the court of heaven. And if this
be so, then in virtue and power she shall be, as she has
been, a mother of saints—a root of Churches, in east,
west, and south; at this time, it may be, peculiarly
tried, and yet, there hath no trial come upon us but
such as is common to the Church. Mauny more threa-
tening signs even now are hanging over almost all other
Churches—signs of conflicts yet to be endured, with
doubtful issue—through which, by God's help, we
have been saved, “yet so as by fire.”” Be our trials
what they may, every year deepens in thousands of
contrite hearts the tokens of Christ's presence—every
year quickens and unfolds, against all antagonist pow-
ers, the spiritual life and fruitful energy of the Church
which bare us. And shall any be tempted to mis-
trust?  Shall we ask proofs of our regeneration, or of
our waking consciousness, or of the reality of our own
soul? These are things which go before all proof—
| all reasonings rest upon them—Ilogical defences cloud
| their certainty. Such are our pledges of his presence.
| They are the tokens of uv hand but his; and “if God

‘ sense of Unitarians revolted. Some obstacles to
their restoration have also been removed by the come
paratively light estimation in whick the Orthodoz have
come to hold the philosophy of dogmatic theology.—
Hypotheses relating to the mode of divine existence,
to the origin of evil, to the atonement, to regeneration
and the nature of human depravity, designed to make
these doctrines clear to reason, but adapted more or
less to ohscure them are now recognized by the Ortho=
dox as mere philosophical speculations, and not as
matters of faith. All that is essential, for example,
to orthodoxy, in respect to the vital doctrine of
atonement, is that we should ascribe the salvation of
man  to somelhing which Christ has accomplished by
his inearnation and sufferings, and without which
salvation would be impossible, Unitarians can no
longer rationally address themselves to battle againat
those theories of the Orthodox which have chased
each other down the page of time and been the princi~
pal points of controversy. If they will still dissent
from us, they mast simply deny what lies on the face
of the Bible, that 'Christ died to save meu, and that
man could not otherwise be saved. Whether this
nocessity cohsist in the indispensablences of - his
death, as a means of ransoming mankind from Satesy
or of appeusing diviue augery ur of mainmilling the

be for us; who can be against us P

REASONS FOR DAILY S.RVICE.
(From the Church Almanac, New York.)

1. Because Daily Worship is due to God, not only
from private persons and private families, but from
the Church.

2. Because the daily prayers of private pesons and
families are not the act of the Church, but the act of
of private men and their households.

3. Because no daily Worship is the act of the
Church as such, except Public Daily Worship, accor-
ding to the order of the Church.

4. Because from the beginning Daily Public Wor-
ship has ever been believed, and still is believed, to be
an integral part of the Worship of God; as among the
Jews, who of old observed it by God's express ordi-
nance, and do so still; as also in every branch of the
Holy Catholic Church under heaven, except only
where it has been dropped in the last hundred and
fifty or two hundred years. It has been continued
in the Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and Col-
lege Chapels, and in some parish Churches in England:
and in others, both in that country and this, it has
been revived: which testifies to this rule of the
Church; and even among Mahometans, who worship
God in their mosques every day.

5. Because the Daily Service of the Church is as
the family prayer of a parish, of which the Priest is
the spiritual father.

6. Because it affords a daily opportunity for the
old, for widows, for young and anemployed persons,
for the rich, and for those whose time is at their dis-
posal, to worship God in his Church.

7. Because it affords an opportunity for any who
are burdened with any particular and casual sin, to i
come and confess it; or who have received any mercy |
to come and offer thanks for it, which acts are typified
by the sin-offerings and thank-offerings which, under
the Law, were offered daily by private persons in the
Temple,

8. Because it gives opportunity for the ignorant,
and those that cannot read God's word, to come and
hear it; the Psalms being recited once a month, and
the Old Testament read over once, and the New three

authority of the Law-giver while the penitent is pars
doned, or in some other principle, Orthodoxy requires
only that we should believe in the necessity, and ascribe
to Christ's death our salvation and the glory of i# =
It is thus in respect to many doctrines—it is the doe-
trine and not philosophical explanations, in which our
faith is to be reposed. Now however much the Uni-
tarian logomach may resist the truth, thus stripped of'
dubious hypotheses, he may be assured the people
will not be so slow to believe. In our opinion nothing
is wanted to gain the assent of the Unitarian body to
an orthodox creed, except a statement of the same
made in the light of modern science, and made to ate
tentive ears, and truth-loving hearts,

We conclude with the New Englander's anticipa= -
tions—anticipations of the final re-union of the Con=
gregational and Unitarian bedies in New England!
We anticipate therefore, more conviction and more
conversions from future discussions with Unitarians,
than have hitherto been realized. We expect to see
too, a gradual assimilation of their congregations with
their ministers to an evangelical creed, untdl the differs
ence between them and the old orthodox societies shall
cease to be perceptible. 1t is in this way that their
recovery to the old paths is to be effected, rather
than by individual conversions and sccessions from
their churches to the orthodox.

tations.

Gommuni

(For The Church.)
RITUAL AND ANTI-RITUAL,

Mr. Editor :—1In a late number of The Church you gave
an article from the Irish Ecclesiustical Journal, setting
forth in a clear and foreible manner the evils of extem -
poraneous prayer in congregational worship, Perbaps
the writer might have enumerated several more. But
yet the evils appear to me to be based upon something
true and right. No doubt congregational prayers ought
to be Catholie, and not sectarian, as they must be if they
are composed by any one man. The prayers and worship
of any congregztion cannot but be sectarian and uncatho-
lie, if not anti-catholic, if they are the produet of an indi-
vidual mind. Each individual prayer-maker will fashion
prayers after the form and complexion of his own mind,
and eolour them with his own private feelings and opi-

times (with very slight exceptions) every year. t

9. Because it is a wholesome admonition and disci-
pline for the rich and great of this world, and a daily l
corrective of their peculiax dangers aud temprations.

10. Begause it directly deepens and extends the
sense of our obligation to worship God, on the Sundays |
and Feasts and Fasts of the Church.

11. Because many more people are able to come
every day than at present imagine, it having hitherto
been theit habit to form their worldly plansand en-
gagements first, without a thought of the order of the
Church, or of the worship of God. Daily Servive
would reverse this evil and culpable practice, and make
the homage due to God and the order of the Church
the first fixed point in every man's time and thoughts.

12. Because if any are hindered coming themselves,
they may send some of their family. One of a house
may come as a representative and intercessor for the
rest; and even they that stay at home may, when they
hear the bell, or see the time come, kneel down and
say the General Confession, the Lord's Prayer, the
Creed, the Collect of the day, and the Apostolical
Benediction, which is not more a benediction than a
prayer suitable for all. 5

13. Because Daily Service would make the Clergy
to be in truth what they are by office, the Priests of
the Lord's Temple; and openly men of prayer, and
devotion.

nions, and expess them through his own prejudices, his
likes and dishites, his wishes and his local biases, His
prayers will Te countroversial, or didactie, o» Eigdstican
or political, or heretical, or personal, or * movement,” or
“march of intellect,” or savour of boasting, railing, or
accusuallon, according as the imdividual himself is, and
wnavordably so; Decause out Of the heart and mind the
mouth speaketh. And furthermore, as the individual is
liable to change, his prayers will be as changeable as the
man himself. From all these defects and blemishes con-
gregational prayers ought to be free, aiid Catholic prayers
will be free, if they are truly Catholie. That which is’
Catholic is of course in essence unchangeable; though
modification might be admitted with changeof circum-
stances or of dispensation : but this would be with no breach
of Catholieity, for it wounld be in agreement with teath.

I understand the terms “ Common Prayers” and “ Ca-
tholic Prayers” in one and the same sense: for I hold
that as there is one Lord, one Faith, one Body, and one
Spirit, what is Common Prayer to any one congregation
ought to be the Common Prayer of the universal Church,
that with one mind and one mouth-all might glorify God
in the use of one *form of sound words.” MThe excep=
tions would be from the incidental cirenmstances of any
particular locality, as is provided for by blanks in the
Church Services to be filled up on special emergencies,
but which no public ritual can define. !

It is the duty of the Fathers of the Church to provide
prayers for the children. The disciples said,— g Lord,
teach us how to pray, as John also tanght his disciples.”
This is the declaration of a Catholic principle, upon which
no breach should ever have heen made, and upon which
the Apostles actéd when, as « master-builders,” they bex
gan to do their Master’s work : for then the whole multi-
tude of believers abode with one heart and mind in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in breaking of bread

14. Because it would serve as a light but very
wholesome spiritual discipline, ‘giving fixedness and |
order to their whole day; checking needless absence
and unprofitable engagements, and teaching them the
value of time in a life consecrated to God, and the |

precedence which is due to all things which pertain |
to God’s honour,

15. Because it would, more than all other things, |
form, especially i the Clergy, a serious, staid, rever- |
ent, and devout habit of mind, and make their life to ’
be a life of prayer, |

16. Because to worship God daily in the Church, |
can hinder no man’s good, and may bring unawares |
blesssings above what any man can either ask or think.

UNITARIAN AND CONGREGATIONAL
“AFFINITIES.”
(From the Calendar.)

Some persons who do not see the New- Englander, |
have expressed to us a desire that we extract those |
passages in its late number referred to in our last —
We begin with the following, which shows how much
more sympathy the present descendants of the Puri-

tans have with a system which denies the Lord that |

maintains that vital doctrine. The italics are ours.

Beholding these powerful tendencies in the Unita-
rian body to Episcopacy, and the numerous apostacies
which have resulted from it (for we think them apos-
tacies,) some alarm may well be felt, lest the greatest
defection from the Institutions of the Pilgrim fathers
should come upon us through the Unitarian schism.
Yet notwithstanding these grounds of fear, we still
hope never to witness the frustration of the desires |
and expectations of our ancestors in laying the foun- |
dations of religious and civil liberty on these shores, |
by the apostacy of the Unitarian body to the Anglican
Church. Sad indeed would it be to see the seats of
learning, the Cabinets of science and art, the accumu- |
lated capital, the cultivated intellect of New Eng-
land, laid at the feet of a church, unknown to our
fathers except as a persecutor, and uncongenial to the
institutions planted by them.

The next extract we give exhibits “the present as-
pects of Onhodoxy," according to the Reviewer, or
in other words the assimilation which of late years
has taken place between it and Unitarianism.,

The system of truth so denominated [Orthodox
Congregationalism] is indeed what it was in substance,
but not in form. The science of theology has made
great advances since the Uniturian controversy began
and was nearly concluded in this country.
sophical theories have made plain and unobjection=-
able to reason, those doctrines of the orthodox, from

which, owing to bungling explanations, the common

- :

| and as to suitable forms by w

bought them, than they do with the Church which}

New philo- |

and in prayers. This was not following individual men,
nor-any one man, but the apostleship of the Lord stand-
ing in twelve men, for whom He prayed that they all
might be One, as He and the Father are One. He pave
them true diseernment as to the needs of the children,
2 hich to make their requests
known unto God, as also ‘to render Him the sacrifice of
praise. God alone can tell how and with what offerings
His people should approach Him to be acceptable and ae-
cepted: and none but those * having the mind of Christ”
with His authority could instruct men rightly in those
awful and important things, On any other ground men,
if they offer, cannot but “ offer the sacrifice of fools’—
of the uninstructed and the unwise, Think then what it
is to make prayers—to provide offerings—for a worship-
ping congregation! x

By the Catholic way, the particular flock is made de-
pendent upon no individual man, He casnot puison it
-with heretical prayers, nor starve it with the meagreness
of his own scant measure; for he himself, together with
the flock, is backed and supported by the strength of the
whole body; and they enjoy in common the very best
that God’s house furnishes,

It is to me most evident that, had no evil crept into the
Chureh, and had the “ master-builders” been ablo, through
the faith and obedience of the people, to go on with their
work without hindrance, there never could have been
more than one ritual for the whole of Christendom. It
might not all have been brought out at once ; and it might
have required occasional alteration to meet oceasional
emergencies in the course of going on unto perfection :
buat two at one time could not have been; neither could
the Catholic Ritual ever have needed purifying.

Without a fixed ritual, unchangeable in esscnce as the
truth of God is, it is impossible for the Church to con-
tinue one in Faith from generation to generation, Nei-

| ther do I believe that, in the absence of all ritual, the

Faith could be kept at all without such a miraculous sus-
tentation as God has never promised. ‘T'he full carrying
out of the ritual principle would have kept all Church
formularies stereotyped, like the words of the law cut into
the adamant,

It is said above, that the evils complained of as follow-
ing and flowing out of extemporaneous prayers for the
congregation, appear to be based upon something true
and right. I mean that common prayer onght to contain
things of which the things complained of are corruptions
and perversions. Prayer unavoidably contains doctrine,
and makes mention of relations and duties, and brings to
view (if Catholic) all the paincipal facts and features of
' God’s dealings with man from his creation to the con-

summation of all things. A Catholic Ritual, like “all
| Scripture,” would of necessity be * profitable for doetrine,
{ for reproof, for correction, {or instruction in righteous-
| ness,” adapted to perfect the man of God, and througthly
! furnish him for all good works. Look averall the prayers.
| and services of the Church, and see which one does not
| prominently set forth some doctrine, or forcibly remind
| us of some duty ; thas silently though effectively minis-
{ tering instruction and reproof; and yet utterly free from
| the uncatholic and objectionable points and tendencies of
| extemporaneous prayers, A Catholie Ritual is unaffected
| by the prevailing  winds of doetrine,” which can no more
. give it direction than they can blow it out of the memoly
of all Christendom. It has a word for every thing, and
instraction for every man. There is 10 heresy on wing
; which some part of the Ritual does not look directly in
| the face. Itis equally the text hook to the preacher of
' the Gospel of the kingdom, and to the pastor and teacher



