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Al one time it must haye seven command.
meots stiietly obs -rved 5 at another only sixo—
B nne bishops are forbidden, inder a heavy cmae,
to eat fat dering ew-b v weeks, at least, without
a disponsasi 05 others wse italall Gmes untitPabm
Bamday.  Somctimes egus are anthorized to be
figed Gl Wednesday of the Loly woek § at other
tiares, not until the eve af Palm Sonday. In
some chmehes it §s consilered an julispensable
ceremony to wash the feet with great solen nity
in others itis onitted.  In one place itis common
for petsons of both sexes, to go along the way of
the crosgy ihiting certain days, in faltilment of a
_vow ; in cther places this is not nsnal.  While in
one parish (he fete of some saint is celebrated
with great pomyp, a'l labour probjnited, and the:
people ohligad, under fear of committing mortal
sin, to attend mnass, the neighbouring parishioners
may continue with impunily their ordinery ocens
itions, and are nol veqaired (o attend mass. In
xothie places, by visiting a/namber of churches, so
Inany timas, an indnlzence for many days may he
procured ; at otheis this cannot be done, at fcast
without a dispensation,

‘The ceremanies vaiy accarding to the time
and place, and rank of the officiating priest,  The
vostime of the minister vaiies from day to day,
like that of an aclor on the stage: red, blue,
green, of yellow,  They employ numerous offer-
ers of frankincense, deacons and sub-deacons;
one cafries the mitre, apolher the cross, others
the missal; some on the right, some on the lefl
of the altar.  They perform genuflexeroris bend-
ing'the lody, and other feats of dexterity.—
Those who seem most dexterous and most grave
during those cvolutions are considered the most
vous. Sometimes the priestis assisted only by
iis less nimble and less flexible church warden,

Byt we find an infinity of religions, little re-
sembling their parent, and.differing fiom each
other, arise from tac bosom of the Chuich of
Rome,. She scems ta acknowledge this, when
the "Council of Trenl says, % Men and women
of whatever religion they may be.’> The lan-
guage of Rome is, <1 am of the religion of St.
ﬁcm_ard, St. Augustine, or of the Dominicans.”
Si. Paul says, ¢¢ Every one of you saitk, I am of
Tanly and I of Apallos, and I of Cephas, and |
uf Chirist.  Is Christ divided 1 wos Paul crucified
for you? or were ye baptised in the name of
Paul7—1 Cor. i. 12,13, The reproofs of Panl,
however, seem to make fittle impression on the
Romish Chureh; for, from ils own hosom have

wiisen many strange fanatics, who have estab-|]

lished erroncons systems of religion, and called
them by their own names, '

This Church places its ‘cl.im to unity, in its
areat head, the Pape; but the Pepe himself
shonld remember what St. Paul says, in speak-
ing of Christ: ¢ And hath put all things under
his feet, and gave him to he the head over all
things to the Church?—FEph, i,22. The ope
would fain claim what is the riglt of Chust
alone 3 and how can a Church, thus contrary to
the word of God, placing at its head a man, be
truly Christian. ~ Even the nnity of the Popedom
has experienced many severe assaults.  istory
tzlls us, vanity, policy, and ambition, hava pro-
duced at the same time, several heads of the
Chureh, all equally infillible, thongh they were
continually excommunicating amd devouring one
aneother: I must come to the conclusion, then,
that this Church is not one, and not Catholic.—~—
HBut were its pretensions to catholicity ever so well
founded, woull that prove it right?  Erior may
be unanumons as well as truth, Jesus did not
say, When all men are assembled together, there
will I be in the midst of them ; but where two
or three are met.  If history affords sad examples
of this, when the Romish Doclor said, ¢ All the
universe was hut one temple of ilola, he declar-
od that all men were ynanimous in ervor;” the

sanderings ol human reason, our passions which
:blindly .fead us forward, prove that any religion
not. founded on the iufallible word of God, must
gall} .

1 mustsay “a few words in regard to the indul-
creners,of which the Church is at times prodigal,
2nd at times chary. 1f it has power thus to
make new laws, it must also have the power to
dispense with thein, but Scripture clearly shows
jthas no right to frame laws to bind the con-
sciences of men. But suppose it had 1he right,
that, would be no reason £r such abuses. Were
any earthly legislator o act a similar part, {ram-
ing laws, and declaring them qbligatory, and
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then, for a sum of moncy, dicpensing:‘ \ﬂ\h_the
obedicnce required, he would be regardod as most
unreasonable and tyrannical. How, then, can
we regard this shameful traffic in the church 7—
The Conncil of Trent expressly orders these
dispensations to be given gratuitonsly, yet the
tixed rate which regulates the expense is ver
high—so much per thousand. Did the Council
really intend they should be given gratuitously,
or that they thereby gave this decision in order
to stop the scandal and clamours such a proceed-
ing gave rise to? However that may be, the
church js ceitainly in this respect disobedient to
its own laws, which they declate to be sacred
land inviolable, even more so than the Scriptures
themselves. DPersons who wish o marry, and
araielated in a collateral line, require a dispen-
sationiom as far as the fourth degree inclusive.
To't);é poor, dispensations are Fiven gratuitously
,ekcegt a sum payed to the bishop, the minimum
of which is 36 francs. Sometimes people are
married without being aware of any existing re-
lation within the prohibjted degrees. When this
is discovered, should it be fiften or twenly years
afler, the curate reports to the bishop. The
married people are ordered immediately to sepa-
rate ; arc declared to be living in sin, and in-
farmed, unless they procure a dispensation, their
marriage, in the sight of God, ig net valid, and
they are liable to all thunders. of the church,
and are in a state of ctemal .damnation. The
poor peaple ‘are overwhelmed by these menaces,
still unless they can pay the sum demaided, the
dispensation is withheld. 1 have been an oye-
witness to such a case. According to rule, a
marliage should be preceded by three proclama-
tions on three conseculive Sundays or festivals ;
but the bishop may, for a sum of money, dis-
pense with all these, though a statute says,
¢« Except in this time it cannot he done.”

In short, as all the statutes and ordinances of
the chureh are its own offspring, she treats them
like a mother in a barbarous kand, who sells her
¢hildren to whosoever will purchase them,

As these remarks have cxtended beyond the
limits | had prescribed to myself, I will conclude
with one observalion. A common aécusation
for the Church of Rome 1o make against the Re-
formed Church is, that they pay no tesp ‘et to the
memory of the saints.  True—the Reformed
Church allows the ashes of those men, who, hy
their entravagaunces and hypocrisies, have been
celebrated in the ages of funaticism, to repose in
heace. She presents neither prayers, vows, nor
invocations to the saints,—raises neither temples
nor altars o their honour,—does nol prostrale
herself before their pictures to implore their suc-
coury—and renders neither humage or religious
warship to their relics 3 for if she did so, It would
be contrary to Seripture 5 —it would be retuining
to pagan idolatry. Bul the Reformed Church
always speaks with respect of men whose real
piety is justly admired in all ages—who have
been renowned for their virtues, their intelli-
gence, and goodness, and who have becn the be-
nefactors of mankind. The Rowish Church is
in greal danger of paying this devotion to men,
whom, perhaps, the judgment of God has con-
sizned to the place of punishment, while they
may be condemning to eternal flames those who
are enjoying a blessed eternity. 1{were an out-
rage to men, whose piety and humility were
their greatest ornaments on carth, to vender them
honour, due only to the Supreme Being, and
equalling them to Christ, making them his rivals
in merit, .

Anotker accusation is that the Reformed
Church is lax in ‘its morality. DBnt.to whom
should this reproach be most justly addressed?
What Church can be more Jax in its morality
than that which sells pardon for sin, and dispenses
with its more' sacred duties? To the weak this
Church shows no pity; the great it exalts and
flatters unceasingly, The Reformed ~Church
strong in its foundation, does not require at all
times to have.® buil in its hands, an anathema
in its mouth, Like a teader mother she mourns
over those who wander from her, but never seeks
to recall them by -other means than the force of
truth and persuasion. Where there is flattery or
violence there can be no love. I conclude then,
the doctrine of Jesus Chrnist is the only true doo~
trine. - The only true Church,where this doctrine
is taught in purity. o
“SEarcH the Scriptures—[or in them ye think ye
have eternal life, and they are they that testify of me.”
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WE have always cntertained a most decided
aversion to polemical divinity ; indeed, an in.
tuitive shrinking from whatever approached
the eemblance of controversial or echolastic
theology, has been #o frecly indulged, that we
are not altogether satisfied with the neutrality
that has resulted from it. Circumstances 1o
which we need not distinctly advert, have a
once elicited this admission, and convinceld
us, that any further yiclding to the force of ha-
bit or inclination would involve recreancy and
guilt.  Under the influence of these impres-
sions, we subjoin the following remarks.

The doctrine of a trinity of persons myste-
viously subsisting in the Godhead, is, we think,
distinctly revealed in the Sacred Scriptures,
The fact is a very remarkable one ; we repeat
#f—ithe fact is a very remarkable one ; and it
should eink deep—deep into every heart. This
is it;—The name of God occurs for the first
time in the very firat line of the Bible; and
there, .where it is first mentioned and first re-
corded, it means absolutely, and to all intents
and purposes, a plurality. The original word
is Eronim, and this word is declared by the
most eminent hiblical scholars, to be the plu-
ral form of Ex~thereby indicating the exiast-
ence of a plurality of persons in the Divine
natere, In our translation of the Bible, the
passage reads thus: ¢ In the beginning God
created ;° but according to the stringent law
of grammatical accuracy, it should be ren-
dered, « In the heginnirg Gods created 3 but
this, heing repugnant to our boliefin the unity
of God, the yrevious construction is adopted,

Now as Evouny is plural, and as two form
the lowest plural number ; and as creation s
exclusively the work of Deity, the occurrence
of this term, under such remarkable circum-
stances, i3.no mean proof that the two divine
persons here mentioned, ate God the Father
and God the Son, called by St. John, the Lo-
gos, or Word of God. 'The doctrine here sta-
ted, we are of opinion, is contained in the ve-
vy first verse of ¢ the lively oracles ;»” and we
have more than a conjectaral warrant for
saying, that the beloved disciple, in the ‘very
first verse of his Gospel, seems to confirm this
opinion. Hear hiv own words,—¢ In the be-
ginning_svas the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”

Qur souls bow down with revercnee and
gratitude before < the Father of Lights,”—
Blessed be his name ; blessed he his name
for ever; his word is indeed “a Jamp unto
our feet, and a light unto ourpath.” - In the
very first verse of his prccious book, the co-
existence of himself and his adorable'Son is
revealed to our hearts ; but Ol how shall we
praise him for what we feel, for what we en-
joy, through being enabled to behold the bles-
sed Spirit manifested in the very next verse,
and ‘there cxercising its own peculiar office
for <<the Spirit of God,” it is bere said,
«“moved upon the face of the waters.  -‘Tous

at least, the doctrine of :}Trinity—siuid_of a



