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EXTRAORDINARY EXPLOITS OF 4
LONDON DETECTIVE.

One of the most remarkable of the London
Police is Druskowitz.  No one looking ut the
short, blond-moustached, and rather dandified
young man would suspect him of being the clev.
erest of detectives. He is about thirty-four years
old, but looks less. His futher was a Dalmatian.
He bimself speaks any neniber of languages, and
is thus nearly slways sent abroad where any cuse
occurs in a non-English spenking country need.
ing the services of an English detective. Tn Lon-
dan his apecial work is among the foreigners who
go there as fugitives from justice. 1t is generally
found that such persims betake themselves to
special localities.  Usually they lie hiding for a
few days, but they soou tind it impossible to re-
main iwdvars any longer; and w0, haviug shav.
ed off their beard, if they hal one, or hiaving
put on a false beard if they had formerly shuved,
and wearing w wig and apectacles, they sally
forth st night, and, being in want of aniasement,
they betake themselves to the Alvambas,  That
iva fuvorite rvwort of toreigners in London, and
Druskowitz is therefore o frequent’ visitor there,
He appears much interestid by the performanie,
Tt his thoughts are slsewnere. Ha is watehing
same one individual fn the aadienee, follows
fatn when he leaves, traeks lam to Bis hiding.
place, und then sets fo work to find out who he
1a. Wor be to the nun who teally isa criminal
if Druskowitz be an his traill There is litle
chanee for him.  Druskowitz has an extruordin.
ary moral influence over eriminals | it is some.
thing like that of the ratilesnake upon the bind,
He vcarries no arms, yet he does not fear to arrest
him jaud, though armed and desperate, he sue-
combys,  Druskowitz was engaged nine. yeary
ago in a remarkable case.  Jn 1868 Vital Douat,
a Bonleaux wine merchant, went to Paris aud
insured his life for a sum o?uul to £5,000,
Shortly afterwanls he went to London in order
to eacape the censequences of a framiulent bank-
ruptey. Some timelater hixwife, clad in widow's
weeds, presented herself at the insurance adlice
with the necessary legal document attesting her
hugband’s death. There wasnothing suspicious
in the papers.  Nevertheless, the company de-
termined to make s ‘me inquiries before handing
over the amount of insurnnce.  Druskowitz was
called in, and he ascertained that on December
1, 1886, some one unmed Bernandi had called at
the registrar’s oftice in Plaistew and registered
the death-of Dount, and it was entered as due to
hieart disease. - Druskowitz found out the uander-
tuker who had conducted the funeral, and learn-
ed that everything had been properly ordered
and puid for, and that the funera} had been per-
formed at Loytonstone by the Catholic priest.
One thing seemed strange. . The coflin had not
been sent to any private house, but direet to the

cemetery. Further inquiry failed to discaver any

doctor ol the name attached to the certitieate of
death. The next step was to obtain an order tor
exlhumation, and on the coflin being opened
there wds found,- not the body of Vital loust,
buta block of lead, Further inquiry elicited
the fact that Douat had been present at his own
funeral and afterwands gone to Americn, whence
he supplied his wife with the documents intend:
ed for the insurance company. Some timu after-
wands he returned to Earope, went to Antwerp,
bought a' ship, sent her to sea with a lot of rub-
bish, and having previously insured her fora
large sum, had her burnt, Arrested and brought
to triul, he was visited by Druskowite, ‘who felt
sure thot this was the man he wanted. - Douat
was found guilty, and condemuned to imprison-
ment with hard labor ; but the French Governs
ment clnimed him under an'extradition treaty,
and lie wan tricd on the charge of fraudulent
baukrnpm;z, found " guilty, -and ‘sentenced " to
penal servitude for a cotnparatively short period.
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| ' NEW. YORK :—STATUE OF LAFAYETTE,
* PRESENTED TO THE CITY OF NEW YORK BY THE FRENCH KEPUBLIC. |

A LIFE'S WORK.

The large collection of Mr. George Cruik’
shank’s works, recently purchased by the Direc-
tors of the Westminster Aquarium, is now ex-
hibited in the gallery of the institution, having

buen arranged by the artist himself, who has
thus experienced the rare satisfaction of laying
the whole wotk of his long and honourable artis-
tic career before the public. As displaying the
work of one man, the collection is most remark-
able in the extruordinary number, not ouly of
rapidly exeeuted sketches and drawings, but of
highly-finished etchings, not one of which is
unworthy of his hand, while the genius of the
artist in his keen perception of character, and
kis sense of the humorous and the ridiculous is
felt throughout the whole range of subjects treat-
ed with the delightful extravagance of his pen-
cil.  From the hrst attempts of his boyhood in
1709 1o the ureat work of his life, his picture of
the *“ Waorship of Bacchus,” painted some 15
years ago, the exhibition shows us several thou-
samls of works., These are all touched with the
same life and vigour largely leaning towards cari-
cature and satire, but with a fair proportion of
really earnest and expressive pictures iilustrutiixg
fairy stories ; the comic scenes of the Waverley
Novels ¢ Dickens’s < Oliver Twist ”’ and Har-
rison Ainsworth's ¢“Tower of London.” - Of
these Jast the etehings are admirably well design-
ed, and in point of expression and -interest
lent to the story, fur before works of the present
day. The stchings for the Humorist, the Comic
Almanacf, and various others publications of
the kind, are too numerous to name.  Historic-
ally, the carieatures have also a useful and in-
structive side 5 we are reminded, oddly enough,
of the Polar Fxpedition of 1818, with a party of
shaggy haired sailors Junding a huge Polar bear ;
of the great Napoleon War, by the caricature of
*“Old Bony "’ riding in the air upon an eagle
from the field of Waterloo, with its compauion
print of John Bull wishing him good-by, address.
ing him as ¢* Mr. Themistocles ” in the stern of
the ship that took him to St. Helena. His
** Moustrosities " of fashion, done in the style
of Gilray and Rowlandson, with more truth as
to costume, form a sort of supplement ‘to those
carieaturists, and allowing for the dash of absur-
dity in them, they serve as a record of no small
value and interest of such astounding vagaries
of dress and manners as could not be credited
without the testimony of this graphic picture.
The park in 1812, with gentlemen with tall top
hats and narrow brims, ladies with their waists
under the armpits, and guardsmen in long white

iters, and huge bearskins, or another, rather
ater, taking off the gentlemen’s fashion of bal-
loon trousers and smallwaists, with the ladies in
long dresses, held up to show sjlk stockings and
saudalled shoes, are not at all more preposterous
than the fashion was. The ' Bloomers” of
1852, with the Highlander cleverly contrasted
with a very stout party in a pink shirt and full

‘white trousers, and other grotesque figures, must

have done something to make the attempt too
ridiculous. But one of the most interesting of
George Cruikshank’s works to be seeu here is the
original ot the bank-note which is said to have
led to the stopping of execution for forging the
one-pound notes. - The story is-told {u a pencil
note to the amount of this, how he was pussing
the Old Bailey, and saw several hanging, of
whom two were women, who, he found, wero
hany for forging & one-pound note..” His note
was i promissory one, signed ‘“J, Ketch,” with
ghastly accessories of fetters, halter, and gibbet,
and the Britansia, with skulls and crossbones
border. It was sold by Hone on Lud&nte-hill,
and  such a crowd surrounded :the shop that
the Lord Mayor ordered the street to be cleared ;
and such was the demand forit that Cruikshank
had to sit up all night to engrave asecond plate.
Hone cleared £700, and George Cruikshank says:
** 1 had the satisfaction of knowing that no man"

OrT woman was ever h“"& after this:for passing

one-pound forged notes.”
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