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at the thought of* bemtr loft \Vlthout,)om-
fatherly- carc for us.

All present seated themwlves, and
Father Taafte, standing in the mulsl
bpol\c thus:

g Children, beloved in our Lovd we
p*ul to-m«rhl, and not all of us Shall
meet on e‘u‘th.

Bride, whose face was hidden in the
folds of Mother Abbess” habit, shook
from head to foot. i

“Who shall be the tivst . to
knoweth. Children, our lives ave in his
hands, It is uscless to conceal from
ourselves that terrible times are at hand.
This seigq of Drogheda will be a severe
one. You, my sisters, haveto encounter
tbe perils of & voyage; and then who
knoweth how long Wexford may be :

safe abode ? - 1 council you te go hither
- because ‘tis best youn should L,oniel' with
your sisters there how to act in these
perilous days.  God’s hand is heavy on
us, my chiidren ; but let us take comtort ;
‘whom MHe loveth e chastiseth. I
would that you lift up your he.uta to
-the Lord; fet each of vousay; ‘Though
e slay nn, yet will I teust in Him.
Yea, thomrh He slay-the dearest hope of
your souls, the desire of your eyes, lot
His holy will be done in us.  Fear not
to suffer, my sisters;
nails of the ceross pieree your hands and
- feet ; life is short, cternity is long..  Ob,
would to God we might be reckoned
among the martyr Lluonrr' Would to
God that we may confc~a his name un-
til -death! = Say, sisters and children
beloved, is there any faint heart t among
us 2

And felvemly and sweetly young
men in ‘the vigour of their m.mhoocl
old men in the weakness of old age, and
women in their feeblene« answere(l
“No."

“Go forth then,” he said,
name. = Iear nothing; neither storm or
wind, fire or sword.. Go forth, and bear
all thmg:. suffer all things for the sake
of Christ.” ‘

Then he blessed them in the name of
God, and led the way towards the quays.
Two by two the nuns followed. Bride
O’Sullivan would go. with -them, and
wrapped herself in a cloak and mantle
exactly like those worn by the religious.
Hughi Maguire and Father Taaffe were
to =ee her s'xf‘e home when the nuos had

go, God

in God's

fear not when the |

embarked. “Silently the procession pass-
ed through the streets and reached the
quays. : Two boats would contain ‘the
roligious.

Mother Vicaress and soveral of the
nuns embarked in the first, and the boat
way pushed off. The Mother Abboss
and other religious stepped into the
othor. Sistor Glare of Josus was the
last, as Bride had drawn her into her
arms {or a parting embriuce.

Suddenly Bride felt herself wrenched
from Fveleen, lifted oft her feet. n hand
put over her mouth, and knew that she
was being carried awny.

She was half suffocated, but she re-
tained her senses to know that she was
borne by several persons along the quay.,
fn a few minutes she was setdown, and
she found she was abcut to be forced
into n boat.. IHer assnilants were hin-
dered for a moment by an attack:from
Iugh. “She could hear his voice; but
what could one man do against ten ?

Bride's -pature knew no fear. She
tore the covering from her head and
dashed into the melee.  The moonlight
fell fullupon her head and face.  The
talicst and most powerful of her abduct
ors fell buck a step, and with a terrible
oath, cried, ¥ Who art thou, girl?”

“Tt matters not to you she angwered,
coldly.

# Fool,” said the man, tulmntr furious-
Iy tow nda ono of his followers and
Stnl\lnrr him with the hilt-of his sword,
“you have played me falsely; this is no.
nun.’

And with an aspect of diabolical fury
he sprang into the. boat. Ilis compa-
nions followed him, dragging with them
their wounded and iusensible comrade.
The boat pushed - off, and Bride and
Hugh found themselves standing alone,
staring at each other as if awakened
from a dream.

] ride was the first to sperl

“ ugh, ure the nuns :\ic? "

“ Quite safe, thanks be to God, That
was-meant for one of them jt scems.”

# Even so,” said Bride, picking up her
mantle’; * for Eveleen, I doubt not.
Glory he to God, Hugh! I have not’
lived in -vain, as I have lived to, save
her.” :

“ Let -us go and find Father Taafte,”
rejoined ]Iun'h, “for I left-him in rrxeat
tnbulatlon about “you. I saw Sister




