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when Ahigelits hosts”

¢ world rejoices,

vo”chinting the
priisgs of the Redeem 15 when Cherubim,
and Seraphim, ré-ccho the glad hymns
of pPraise, owr own souls ' Seém purified
and elevated asit were, nbove the things
of carth, ahd we @o I spivit to the
homble cradle of Bethlchem, and kneel
down in adoration before that glorious
King, and there we forgive and Jorget
the. téinsgressions of the past, and we
offer that priceless jewel, more costly
than pearl or dinmond, or any treasure
éarth doth possess—"tis the fear of peni-
tence.

Fallen human nature can there find
hope and consolution, and redecm the
past. The Dbleeding and: broken hea
there finds balm to heal the wounds of
human woe. ‘The man of erime, the
calumniator, the wicked and jealous-
bearted, those who through seeret and
cunning wiles would injure the pure and
innocent, there find u fount to purify
them from the iniquities of the past,
and 1o fortify them against the. battles
of.the future. And when storms arise,
when the billows of passion seem to en-
circle us, and the ocecan of life is like. a
dark: and angyy sea, there is still one
star. of magnificent © beauty peering

mas night when all ¢

, ﬁhrgugb the dark clouds, that will guide

us to the. haven of rest.

- ““When marshalled on the nightly plain,

The glittering host bestud the sky;
One star alone, of all the train,

.- Can fix the sinnef’s wandering eye.

o Hark! hark! to God the dhorns breaks,

" “From every host, froin every gem :

- But one alone, the Saviour speaks,
It is the'star of Bethlehem.”

"CHRISTMAS DAY,

o Qur, qld friend. Tather Christmas
draws n'frh to.our doors once agnin.
His steps have not.faltered for all that
has happened.to stop. us by the way,
and, while we, almost unconscious of
the, flight of time, “have - spared no

_thought, from the worlk:. of the passing

ddy, the seasons. have run their mea-

-sured course, and -brought us, unmind-

ful of their pace, to, the. dawn of the

Great Anniversary., Before Tue Hanp
“again reaches. ity friends another Christ-
" tias Day.will have lapsed:into recorded:
o time—another " Fegtival, . the greatest’
/which the. Chyistian, celebrates; will: be

TN e

,,,,, the los-
3 eason sink’ deepinto the
Trish-heart; 'may the Llossings of pyuce,
of charity, and “of Tove—the  huppiness
which virtue aud innocenge coufgr—
glow  brightly "~ vound the Chistmas
hearth in the homes of the lrish race!
As time draws near the birth of
Christ, sounds of” joyful prepuration
rivg on the car. There is a special bap-
piness in the faces of the childien
trooping  through  the - streets, the
churches  erowd” with  penitents and
worshippers, the shops ave radinnt with
colour and light. T'he hardest heart
softens, the sternest fhce relaxes in pre-
sence of Christinas, it observauces, its
associntions, and its  momories.  The
custom which unites with Christmas the
Wessing of plenty, the plensures of
a wellspread bonrd, the exhilaration of
“all'good cheer™ runs no danger of per-
ishing amongst us. ¥ Usage und wont”
will have their due, and the long estub-
lished connection berween home com-
forts and Christmas tide' has little to
fear ‘from innovation. So may it be.
We have no wish to see thie genii of
plenty and merriment. banished - {rom
the Christmas board. ~ Butwe. dothink,.
nevertheless; thatin this thelr material
aspect, the observances of the season are
in some danger of being perverted by:
excess,. No one amongst us, we - teust,
desires to see the Birthday. of Qur
Saviour reduced, as we fear, it is else
where, to the level of a Pagan, anniver-
sary.” We have not yet: come to that,
and we do not fear that we cver . shall.
But it is impossible to deny that the ap:
proach. of Christmas is accepted by
many amongst ourselves as a sort of
justifiention for irregularities which at
other-times they would shrinle from. as
improper andidisgraceful. - What is the
contection between the nutivity of Quw
Lord and the orgies of Bucchus? or
how daes the message of peace and good
will invite the responses of inebrintion ?
the * blot on. Christmas”. is darker and
wider than is shown by a cursory glance.
We touch. n-social ‘sore, the evils of
which are.ovell -known to those. who
visit:the homes of the ‘poor, when . we
say that the Christmas revel is-pun-
chased in many. cases. at a. price: of
wretchedness and. misery, of nakedness;

numbored

and - hunger,. ‘of - fireless - henrths. ‘and
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