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ST. JOHN. N. B., -

EDITORL 1 L.

THE SAIMIATH AND THE LOuRDS DAY.

The first day of the week commmcinoraîtes
the resurrection of the world's Redeier, and
is hence the most precious day te the re-
deernei of the Lord. God proclaiied ut his
opon grave, "l Thon art mny Son, TmIG DA
have I begotten thee." Ps. il, 7; Acts xiii. 33;
IIeb. i. 5. The disciples mtubt havo had
some urgent reason for meeting on the day
their Lord arose, even when they did net
expect te sece lin. Ilad they met on the
seventh day they would baie no fear of mo
lestation; but on this day the doors vere
closed for fear of the Jews.

Jesus approved of their meeting and met
with them. The siglt and loving words of
their risen Lord so gladdened the hearts of
the disciples that they were begotten again
into a living hope by tus resurrction.-
(1 Peter i. 3.) Se that on the very day the
Lord was begotten fron the dead lis ten
apostles were begotten into living hope.
Thomas vas not with tirem» wlen Jezus
came; but on the next first day of the week
wlien Jesus met with them Thomas was
there and lue aise was begotten into a living
hope -(Johnl xx. 24)

The Holy Spirit honored the Lord's rising
day in coning froin lieaven and fillung the
apostles seo that they wou!d tell the assenbled
nations in their own languages the Wonder-
ful works of God, and se preach the gospel
as te lead three thousand seuls to Christ.
Froin that day forward his people were called
"the church," and the birthday of God's
Son proved te be aise the birthday of his
church.- (Acts ii ; Lev. xxiii. 15.)

It is no wonder then, that this was ever
after the meeting day of the church--a day
of worship and of joyful rcmeibrance of
their Saviour's death and resuirection.
There can be no surer sign of apostacy thian
a willful abandonment of such meeting.

Many are horrified te heur of the ton
conimandmnents beirg done away. They
regard it as the grossest infidelity and utter
disregard of God's authority ard law-a
rejection of the Old Testam(nt, etc. This
alarm arises mostly from a misconception of
what is meant by donc away, supposing it te
be a condemning or destroying of the ton
commîandments when it bas ie such mean-
ing. A young sailor on his first trip is on a
rocky coast at midnight. At 1 a. imi. lie
accidently hears the captain say, "In a few
heurs the stars will be done aw'ay." He
hears no explanation, and is in terrer at the
thought of being left in ut'er darkness on
that dangerous coast. But at 9 a. in. he tells
the captain of his terrer and of hie mistake.
"Now I sec how the stars which were so
helpftl anid se glorious at 1 a. m. arc donc
away andi have no glory. We cannot see a
star now iecause tbey are swallowed up in
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the groater and grander hglht ut the .uin." thy way, soul whutsoever thou hast and givo
In this wiay tic decUalue VI e iieunialnd- il tu the pour, and thou shalt have treasure
monts are done away. in leaven," etc. (Mark x, 17, 22).

In II Cor. iii, Pauîîl tells plainly that whit What this man lacked was not an obedience
was written on stonos had once been glorious, to any of the ton corimandments, but of
but now has no glory by reason of the glory obedience to the second of the two.
that excelleth. For if that which was done The priest and the Levite who passed by
awray was glorious, ucHr MOnE that which the Man who fell among the thieves withot
re'maine1h is glorious, showing that the light holping him did not break one of the ton
of the decalogue has been as comipletely commandments, but thoy broke the second
swallowed up in the glory of the gospel as of the two. Let him who disputes this tell
the star-ligh t was lost in the excelling light which one of the ten they broko. (Luke x.
of day. Yet in the face of ail this Adventists 3L 32).
deny that the decalogue has been donc away The Jows in Paul's day did not believe
and contend that its lighit is so perfect that that the glory of the decalogue was done
ne glory can excel it. Even in the Old aiway. They rend the Old Testament and
Testament are /wo comîmandments so m'icl Moseî' law to justtify and guide them to
greater than the ton that on them hang all heaven. But they saw thero no morcy for
the law and the prophets. The filst is, the transgressor. The man who was round
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy (od with ail gathering sticks on the Sabbath was taken
thy heart and soul and strength." 'l'ie out and 8toned by his brethren without pity
second, "l Thou shalt love thy neighbor as till he died. le would net feel the love of
thyself." These are unehangeable and Gou when dying, nor would they when thus
eternal, and cannot be done an.aay btoutug him. Thoso who read Mloses had

If the decalogue werc perfect it would i veiled hearts, kecping out the love of God.
perfectly desci ije the lite of the Son of God. In this law silone the terrible justice of God,
Ie kept that law, but ho did more. It is filling them with terrer, but no love te reach
true that lie had ne God but one. That he their hearts.
made ne graven image or likeness of any- But when tho reading turne te the Lord
thing inl heaven or earth, or bowed down te Jebu , the vei le takio avay. They sc tho
them, or worshiped them. IIe did net take strict justice of God as it shines ln Jesus
thei nameof God in vain, etc. Hte reniembered Christ who teck the siuner's place and died
and kept holy the Sabbath. He dd net tho just for the unjust te briug us te Qed.
steal or kill. Did net bear false witness us cross remeves tic veil ant thc love ef
against lits neighbor, etc. Hc honored lis Cut reues atd conquers the heart. The
father and mother, and did aIl that the gospel his reveuis a glery that ecipses the
decalogue conmanded ; but was this a per- law, and tle Lord'i day is much More
feet description of his wonderful lite ? IIow glorieus Uan tlî Sabbath.
would that description compare with that of To keep thc first day et the v eek as pri-
the New Testament? The peoples' testi- mituve Unrîstiaus did is ii mensely profitable
mony who saw what lhe didi vis, " Ie hath now. le tet their brethron around their
done ail things well." Afttr Piliate's earnest Lord's table te reniember h!s dying love, te
search te find a reason why he should crucify icarn lus vill and sing i praise, kindle
him, "I fInd in himn ne faudi" was his testi- afresu their love te Christ and te eue another
mony. That of bis inspired apostie wle wits and assiste thes tlreugli the week te houer
witih him day and nglht for years is, " Who tleir Lord.
did ne sin, neither was guile found in his la 1 Cor. xv., Paul telle wlat the gospel
mouth," etc. But better than ail is the te, vhat ut bat done for these believers, and
repeated testimony of God, "Thon art ny wtîat it would flnally do for tlîm, "If thcy
beloved Son in whon 1 ani KEIT IT IN MIND. To commeniorale is te cali

What does the decalogue say of Jesus' te remembraice by a solema net ( Webster) or
intense love of God? or his love for his about the saine te kccp in mmd. Now, enys
neighbor, even of his enemy? It lias ini Paul te Christians, Yen will o save Dow
no command te love any one. ant torever if you keep in mind the gospel.

Lot the reader place side by sidle the Wlien you take tlî Lord's Supper yen con-
decalogue and Jesus' sermon on the mount, memorate hie death for our sis. Vlîon yeu
and ask, Does one excel the other in glory? do it on hie rising day yeu commenierate hie
or are they equal? resurrecUon. Se that thint least grcatly

When the man came kneelinig te Jesus lîcîpet tlem te keep the gospel ii mmd and
and asked, "Good Master, what shall I do be savet, juet ns tle fourtl of July celebra-
that I may inherit eternal lite?" Jesus tiet helps the Anierican te kecp in mmd the
repeated a number of tho ten commandmeuts. nations indepeadce.
The man answered, "1 laster, ail theso have To tiose titt are witliut, it is aise a great
I observed from my youth." Jesus did net blessng-an enduring monument te the
deny that lie had done se, but lookei on ilm trutlî cf the gospel.
and loved him. Still these commantiments Jesue' deatî was publie. Ail rendors cf
were net enough. That law was net perfect histery are told that ho wvs crucifiet. Net
and made nothing perfect, but the brînging 80 wmth l resurreetion. Only a few saw
in of a better hope did. He said to the hlm. 111enemies said ho diet for blas-
Young man, ' Une thihg thon lackest; go peemy, for saying ho gas te Son et God,


