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MEN, WOMEN, AND THINOS IN CENERAL.

Froi tinie to timse influential voices are raised in England against the
insane jingo policy of attenipting to defvnd India against the Russi-ins at
Herat. To tic testinion>' I noted a fewv wceks ago <roni Col. Osborn 1 mnay
nov add-that of Major John Scott Napier, of the Gordon 1-ighilanders,
who scrved through two Afghanl campaigns. He describes the Afghans as
essentially treacherous towards Englistinien, and predicts îiat thiey would
theniselves endeavor to destro>' auy troops sent to aid thîem in maintaininir
theniselves against tic Russians. The M\arquis of Salisbury, if the cable
speaks correct>', at a public meeting a fev days ago, adînited that tie truc
scientific fronticr for India is the Indus. Meanwlîile the dispute wixlî
Russia is not osier, and a new but not unexpcctcd turn lias been given to
the nègotiations b>' the Russiai Governmenî's demnand that ]3ritain shah11
17ive security for the good behavior of thc Afghans. This rcqucst is niot ans
unreasonabîc one, in vicwv of the predatory and turbulent habits of these
moun!aineers, for if Russia is not to be allowed to punish thein for incur-
sions; into whîat is now lier territory, tien the Britishi Govermiiient mîust
undertake to d*scipline tîemi or pay for tic damage they inflict. l'le resuit
of such an arrý.ngcment Nvoulid be Uic cnforced subjugation of Aftrhanibtaîî
by Britain at an enormous cost, and the substitution of an cxposed and
untenable froutier for one tiat is a highly defensible natural barrier. Tinte
wvill soon more tian justify M\r. Gladstone for dcclining to figlît witl the
Czar about the Pcîîjdeh arair.

The young wvonîen who attend lectures in University College ]lave
donc better ait tic Cohlege exanlinations; tbans 1 vas xware of when I refer-
rcd to themn a short time ago. Ini addition to the MIental Scienîce uirize in
the second ycar, tlîcy have capturcd tie Histor>' and Mýf>dcrn Language
prizes in the third both of tic latter having been takçcn by, the young lady
who last ycar was a double schiolar in hier second y'car. One of tic Pecu.
liarities of the situation is that the I-iistory prize wvas awardcd on examina.
tion by the Presideîit hîîîîiself, who wvas so stalwart an opporicut of the
admission of womeil. To do Dr. WVilson justice lie was fui!>' equal ta the
occ-asion> and took the catrlicsît opportunity of cordially congratulatiiîg the
fair and youthful recipient.

Rccently a soî«wcli.it peculiar case caîie up1 for adjudication iii one
of our courts. A woiîaîi, whlo alleged îliat site lind becîî lesel ted Iby lier
husband, ciîtcrcd a suit for ahiniony, anîd was met b> tue îulea tuit site lîad
never beeîî lcgahly uîarried to lîim anid had lived with Iiiii for ycaîs as his
nîisticss. It %vas 1irovc on lier bl)eiali thînt lier alleged liushiid IlId
becu in tic habit of iîîtroducing lier to acquinitaiiccs as lus wvifé, of ad-
dressing lier publicly as lus wile, (if ad(dressiug lettàJrs to lier as luis wvife,
and of nllowiniglber to cal! liersé-lf 1w% lus naineî as bis wife. Th'bre being
no denial of thiese fiucts the Chiancellor ld tlîat a prima *facie' casc Ild
beeiî made onit for tic wvoîîîn, andi ordcred that site should bc nmantainied
at the defeîîd(atit's expelise petndiiig the finial ibsue of tlie suit.

Th'lis interini decisioii stiggests the idea îlîat if the law doca nal iu the
end niîake claini good, it sluould bc aîuieuided, so as to cover sucli cases.
An>' mi wl'o treats a womian as bis wifé, should becoine ipsi faci?
lier husband, %vleducir tlie) have ever bcen titited lby trnv cercniiotl or nuat,
and sliould be coiîipclled to accord lier a wifeý's statuis. So lonig as site re.
mains faithful to lîim, lic slild bu prevcntcd fronti marryiiîg any one
eIsc on pain of prosecutioli for bigamiy, anîd site should lie entiiled to ail1 the
privileges, un ic iiîatter of property, wliib the Iaw secuires 10 -Isly lawfuilly
îîarried wvoiiian. If tluis wcre the condition of the iiiarringe laî%', mîets would
be more catreful as to tie kind of relationîs into whiclî they eniter witli
wvoilier, and tic latter iwould be eîiabled mîore effectua)>' to proect ',lins-
selves.

By parity of reasoning 1 rnay go furtiier still, and point otut tliat this de-
cision of tlîe Chanccllor's, suggests au obvionis check on the practice of
sedutction. Aiiy wounan of good character, wlîo lias been scduced by nf
ma, slîould bc entîtled to claiîîî as aigailîst lini Uic privileges and status
of a wifé. Site should bc placed iii a position t0 sccure lier livinig at his
expense, and lie *hould, as in tlîe case above rcferred to, bc treâted as
guilty of bigaimy if lie deserts ber and marries nny other wvouianî. It might,
and probabl>' %ould, hiappens thuat nov and thien a miais iii scarcli of illicit
pleasure would cuiter mbt a liais.'n with an adventuress and bc comîpclled
to assumie tic burden of protecting and inaintuinting lier. Sucil an oc-
currence, however, would flot condemu ic hsystemi 1 advocate, for a mail
who voluntarily puts liiself iu such a position us eiititled to îîo syipatliy.

On the otiier bîand, as seduction wvould thens iîiiply muarriage, if the
seduicer wcere already a nîarried muans, he %vould ,become, by the act of sedu-
tion, guilty of bîgamny, and should be îiunisîued accordiîîgly. Thîis double-
barrelled reuncdy for this great social cvil, wvotld be far more effective than
any Iaw that inierely declares ceitain fornis of seduction to bc îîunisliable as
crimes. It ivoitd tenîd to prevent the wotild-be libertine front> inîdu)-ging in
lus nefarious pictices by eîîahling lits first victimi to take tic statius of bis
wife, and every subsequent onc 10 prosectute Iiinu as a biganîist or p>01>'
ganiiîst.

There are tliose wîuo still speakl lîarshly of MNr. Gladstone's present
policy of evactiating tic Soudan. For their hensera I describe a1 fewv senît-
ences frontî tic Suakiuii correspondence of the London La'icel:

IlF 1, iii tuo lxiiiful executiou of the dluty tnîoscd sin ione, lookc upoln tho
he.irt-reuudiuig suettes of carnage anud blood ntrewu arutitic , ms 1 rie Uni bodies of
duosu poor feiloira, wvith thir arins, legs, anud Jue;-ds poluuting iu aIl1 directiolis,
lying hiuddted together iu putrescenit Ileaps ; as I thiuuk of the lituudrede mnacl
-,vidqo>ws auudi tîzo thousands rcndercd fettlierless, or cuteniplatu tht, mcort's of
relatives wlio %nIi xuevcr wvelconie back the rotarnt or seu thu kmq face~ o! a brave
liusband, fathier, or loving friend auiuuuu ; as 1 se the scething end duv,'uriug
flanes wrapping round dhu poor, 3'et afier all purluuîs tht, h:uppiest of happy
uomies of thucso poor barbariaîs ; and a.- 1 vît'w the sinoko cof thrt desol:ctiunl
circlitig amu curling tipwards to tht, sky-I cati but think that if tholuce e God
iii Heavcsi go %ili sure1>' bring sonie, to book who hiave bouts f<>remuost in laissnt-
iuig ana urgin,,, on thia InIesL unholy of watrs."

Sp)eatkitig of a patient %vlîom lie sawv in tic hoc;pitil, a sucre lad of four.
teen, wduo with only a banincr in bis Iîand liad lîcaded a charge agaiuist thc
]lritish hunes until shor througl boilu thmghs, îlue mncdicml corresponident
says :-

IlVith tho maine determsiintion, luowever, :uud the t, a iencu as lie ex-
hibitedl during tho figlht. in the pirescoc of lis% c-tlitors Il(e bure Ilir pain auud
suffcringu noir, and tilt,>' inust harvo beon excruciating nt tintes. Alduolfgu the
bullet had pectratcd muid p.ussed through tîte fiesluiy puart &et the jusicturo of tluo
îniiddlc nni upper thzirds of both linibs, 1 iuur evoieiin luirti sit uais ; iot
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