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“"THe, Myktory “of the Present

- * Dispensation.
i Ne, L
: ‘?eﬁihp’é"én’é‘ifglj"lias‘bt;c;n:,said upon the

Tact -of - this ‘présent: dispensadon being un-
‘known"to’ flie sints‘of ‘former ages; we
certainly find 116 clear-acgount of it. in the
0ld Testament.. In. Psalm cx. we read,
« Tlie Lord sail unto my Lord, Sit thou at
wy right hand, until { make thy enemies
thy footstool.” " But we are not told how
long this session was to continue, nor what
was to be déing in the interim.  In Daniel
4% 20. we tead of Messiah being cut off,
and ~lin’v‘m§- nothing; - and of the prince
‘coming, %Ko shoyld set his'idols upon the
baltlementy ‘of the témple, which has yet
to take:place. ‘Bul we have no note of the
fime ‘which -bas to vlapse between these
tivo "circimsiantes; nor apy hint of an

jnteivening dispensation. I chapt. xi. 33,

swe read, “Yet they, shall Jall by the sword,
#hd by flame, "by captivity, and by spoil
wany days” But'we do not learn the
yumber of the days, ‘ror ste any notice of
4 ‘Gentile dispensation. For information
yéspecting this we foust ‘turn to the New
Testainent,

1. The first notice that.we have of this
dispensation, L think, is in Luke xix. 11 —
27, in the parable of the pounds. The
nobleman represents our Lord J sus Christ;
the servantg, his church; the pound, its
endowment with spiritual blessings; the
trading with the pound, the improvement
which.we -gre. required to make of these
blesstrigs; the citizens represent the Jews
o4 mankind in general, who spurn the
authority: of the Saviour during his absenee;
the nobleman’s return denoies the second
advent; when he will reward bis servants
and. destroy his foes. The parable of-the

talents is tod much in ke¢ping with the

abuve totequire remark. Iii the oae, our
Tord’s faithful servants are rewarded in
being made the shurers of bis joy; in the
other they are made rulers jn his kingdom.

9. Another notice. of this dispensation is
siven,in Acts Xv. 18—17, “ And after they.
had held their peace, James answered,

o

saying, Men and brethren, .hearken, unto:to them who :believe in- Him, By this
me: Simeon hath declared how God at the ;means they niaintain conflictwith the world,

first did visit the Gentiles, o take out of
them a people for his name:  Apd to this
agree the words of the prophets; asitis
wnitten, After this I will return, and-will
build ugain the tabernacle of David, which:
is fallen down; and I will build again the
ruins thereof, and T will set it up:"that the
residue of men might seek after the Lord,
even nll the Gentjles, upon whom my name
|is called, ssith the Luid, whodueth all these:
things.” t

Here wo have the hature .and order of
these dispensations distinctly pointed out.

1. A partial, elective one; in tnis God
visus the Gentiies, to-tuke out of them a
people for his name.

2. When this is done, he returns, visits,
andirestores Israel, and re-establishes the
throne of David. This-will be the time of
blessing to the Jews.

8. Theu comes the time of universal
mercy and grace, when art the Gentiles
shull seek the.Lord, and be called- by bis
name. Then the kingdom of our Lord will
be cstablished; and am‘knowledge of -the
Lord will fill the earth, as the waters cover
the sea.

Attention to the nature and order of the
Divine Dispensations, will go far to relieve
the mind of perplexity fespecting the ap-
parently antagoni-tic-prinatples of univer-
sality and limitation, both of whicly are es-
pecially prominent in the Holy Scriptures.
The person who anderstands these will feel
no embarrasment when he reads, That Jesus
j Crist tasted death for every man, and
(holding ay the same time the doetrine of
jelection by grace. With the late Rev.

Robert Hall, he can maintain the univer-
sality of the Redeemer’s atonement, in con-
{nexion with the Seriptural dnctrine of elec-
uon, because the latter is a separate
arrangement, for a peculiar purpose, and
for a limited time. lhe peculiar purpnse
is, to call out a people, who shall-be able
to suffer with Christ here, and then to reign
with [lim hereafter: and-the limited time
is, from the commencement of our Lord's
winistry, down to His second advent: as
an cloquent minister of the church. of Scot-
land expresses it, “ God has withdrawn His
Son, for a time, from the world, and yet
the church continues. A measure of the
grace’of the Spirit, which was given with-
out measure to Jesus of Nazareth, i3 given

the.flesh, and the: devil; and -honour and
please God. in a sinful and: ruined orld.
While the-Son of God ' .is absent from the
world, -Satan bas the field -to. himself;; and
yet..the belicver in Christ Jesus. is able to
maintain_conflice with liw, and- evercomo
by faith in.the.blood of:the Lamb: - 1
«The elect chureh is for the. présent:ths
subject 1o'which thisgracéisapplied. God'
is: taking from.aniong the:gentiles .a-people
for+Himself. But.the first-fruits-:aré gath>
cred in due time; then, the faystery-of elec-
tion shall cénse; all rule, and authority, and
power, but God’s, ¢hall bg put. Fomﬁ. At
{lis'second coming;, Christ, shall present.io
His Father, His, Chureh, -without spot, or
wrinkle, or any.such thing.  -And when the
espousals of ¢hespiritual. Bveto ber Lord
is celebrated, the:command to increase.and
wultiply, will be renewed; and souls yillhe
born of God in muliitudes. The dispensa-
tion of election will'be ¢nded,..and tiiat of
jumversality begun. And- then I, myself,
will become a Wesleyan Methodist, and
preach Christ -the Saviour of gll. And
then-I will proclaim the-merit of ‘His bldod,
and the benefit of His death to-all For
why toall?  Becuuse so the wisdom of thé
order of the dispensation will have it”" Ia
Rev. xxi. 10, the bride, the Lamb's wif¢, is
cleatly distinguished from the nations of
the saved, ver. 24, who walk in the light of
the city, and who do bring their tribute of
gloiy and honour intoit.  The former ret
presents those who réign with Christ; the
latter, “all people, nations, and languages,
which shall.serve Him. The diflerence,
therefore, between -the advocates of - parti-
cular and gencral redemption, so far asifjs
1justified by Scripture. is merely a'question
of time. The present is the time for taking
out from among all natiuns, & peculiar peo-
ple; but in the coming dispensation, of the
{ultiliing of the times, all persons, and thirgs,
in heaven and carth, will be gatbered” into
one fanuly ' Christ, and all ereation be
restored to its pristine state. '

8. A third notice of the peculiarity .of
the, preseut dispensation is given Gal. iv,
1—7; “Now1-say, That the heir,. as long
as he is a child, differeth nothing from a
servant, though he be lord of all; but is
under tutors and governors until the time
appuinted of the father.  Even 5o we; when
we were children, wore in bondage under




