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Rirst of all, we cousider the New Testan ent quite sufficient to originate &
eompiete Chu ch.  Shuuld w copy of this blessed book come among u people
hithero unacquainted with Christiau Chut .hes, aud by Goud's blessiug be re-
coived by them as frum Gud, they would tind in it sud cting on is iostrue-
1iuns gould vrganise, a compleely equi, ped Scriptural Church.  They learn
from it to believe in Jesur, to meet tuzether to edify one arother, to choose
out from among them men of honest and gond repert fur the hetier manage-
ment of cummun wterests, or buding some of thetr number gitied to edify the
rest, to select and set them over them in the Liord, in cuses of difliculty to con-
sult the brethren, and to admimster through their vecognised officers baptism
and the Lord's Supper, decently und in order. The sume book would instruct
them how to perpetunte and extend the Church, precisely us Timothy and
Titus in point of fact lubored, and as Churches are labouring in muny parts of
the world at this momeut. Mimisters so chosen aund eet apait oy prayer and
the luying on ot hunds are New Tesunnent ministers while they teuch New
'Testament doctrines.

This nrinciple disposes of the theory of apostolical succession, according to
which only those on whom have heen impused the hauds of men coming in
ditect und-unbroken succession from tne Apostles are to be regarded as true
ministers, and fitting chanuels for sacramemaul grace. Huad the Church held
fust the truth on all other poin's, this *f fond imagination’” might have done
little harm; but as it has been, it becomes productive of serious mischief. It
is nowhere recoguise or hinted at in.Secripture. If the heavenly fire could
run down to the lutest azes only through such & medium, it is incredible that
the Chuich should not huve hud instructivus on the subject.  Blessed be God,
we aie not depeudent on any such iniangible, invisible cable, buiied amid the
mi.e und dirt of the durk ures—ages at ouce of upustasy and tarbulence,
when ** there was sorrow on the ses, and it could not be quiet.”

It follows from this sufficiency of the New Testament to origivate a Church
~—or, if you do not see the sequence, it may be maintained as an independert
principle—that the Church kas & perfece right from Christ to pertorm ull Church
functions, Ir one sense she ig & voluntary suciety; in another she is authori-
tatively constituted under Christ, her head, and dependent on Him. An illus-
tration may bring this out more prominently thun a siatement. When an un-
happy criminal in the Corinthian Church brought disgrace on the Chrisiar
name, the apostie gave iustructions for his removal from the communion ofthe
Church. No permission was soaght from any power outside the Church,
No king, or mayistrate, or ruler of any kind is consulted. ¢ In the name of
tho Loid Je8us Christ'’ is as sufficient authurity as the name of the Queen ig
for dispeneing justice at the Four Courts.  Our highest civil and legat authori-
ties have no more thau written instrurtions from the Sovereign, and the Charch
of Christ bas tne same trom the Lord ana Head. ’

Now, if this could be done in Corinth in the first, the second, the third
century, or at this day, if such a Church flourished there (s unhuppily there
does not), why not in Idinburgh, or Dublin, or New Yurk ?

This principle, rightly understood, pot only sauctions the Chureh’s indepen-
dent action in all matters of discipline, but it disposes of scme practical ques-
tions of interest and difficulty.

Noue of us, for examule, being loyal subjects, would acknowledse the au-
thority of u foreign sovereign within these realms. We would not defer to Louis
Napaleon, or (whatever respect we had for his person or government) to the
Piesident of the United Siates. When we go into their dominions, we are
bound to respect their authority and obey their laws. If they offered us civil
houa 1 benefit, we shouid be savistied that our own Sovereign apyroved be-
fo - eceving i1, So it is in the atfars ot Christ’s kinrzdo.a.  We own 0o awg-
thurite 10 is but His.  We are jealous of dishouoring dim by the appearance



