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First of all, we conisider the New Testan ent quite sufficient Io originato a
compiete Chu ch. Sh.oiJ a copy of this bkssed book corne among a people
bithieno un.acquaintt d with Christian Chut hes, and by Guir's ble-siag, bu re-
coived by thein aî frum Gud, they aould fitid in it, and <-1ting on its instrue.
iouns could orgaise, a tiomple.ely equia ped Sý.ripturai Church. They learn
from it to believe in Jee.us. Io metet tugether to (diry one ar.other, to choose
out from among them men of honest and gond report fur the baetter manage-
ment t of* com.,n intetis, or tiidinig stnom'e of theur number gilfed to edify the
rest. to select and set them over them in the Lord, in cases of diflieulty to con.
suit the brethren, and to adminster through tiheir recognttised offivers baptism
and the Lord's Supper, decently and in order. The sane book would instruct
then how ta perprtuate and extend the Ciureh, ptecisely as Timothy and
Titus iii point of fact labored, and as Churches are labouring in many parts of
the world at this moment. Minsters so chosen and Eet apast îîy prayer and
the laying on ft bands are New Testament ministers while they teuch New
Testatuent doctrines.

Titis nriicipîle disposes of the theory of apostolical succession, according to
which only those on whom have been imposed the hands of men coming in
diieut aid.unbtiroken succession from tue Apostles are to be regarded as true
miniisters, and fiting chantnels fur sneramental grace. fld the Church held
fast the truth on ail other poin-s, this '' fond imagination" might have done
little harm; but as it has heen, it becomes productive of serious misebief. It
is nowiere recogniaeo or hinted at in.Seriptut e. If the heavernly fite could
rui downî tu the late.st aues only througi such a meditm, it is intcredible that
the Chut eh should not have hai inttru tions ot the subject. Blvssed be God,
we aie ntot depetident oit any buch iniangible, invisible cable, busied amid the
mi.e and dirt of the.dark azes-ages at ouce of oiustasy and turbulence,
when - there was corrow on the seoa, and it could not be quiet."

It follows from this sufliciency of the New Testament to originate a Church
-or, if you do not see the sequence, it may be maintained as an independert
principle-that the Church has a perfect right; from Christ to pertform ail Church
functions. Ir one sense she is a voluntary society; in another she is authori-
tatively constituted under Christ, ber head, and dependent on Him. An illus.
tration may bring this out more prominently than a statement. When an un-
happy crmninal in the Corinthian Church brought disgrace on the Christian
name, the apostle gave instructions for his removal from the communion ofthe
Church. No permission was sought from any power outside the Church.
No king, or magistrate, or ruler of any kind is consulted. '. la the name of
tho Lotd Jesus Christ" is as sufficient authurity as the laame of the Queen is
for dispensing justice at the Four Courts. Our highest civil and legal autihori.
ties have no more than written instruttion3 from the Sovereign. and the Charch
of Christ has tne same from the Lord ana Head.

Now, if this could be done in Corinth in the first, the second, the third
century, or at this day, if such a Churcli flourished there (as unhappily there
does not), why not in Edinburgh, or Dublin, or New Yurk ?

This principle, rightly understood, not only sanctions the Church's indepen-
dent action in ail matters of discipline, but it disposes ofeome practical ques-
tions of interest and diffieulty.

Nette of us, for examole, being loyal subjects, would acknowledge the au-
thority of a foreign sovereign within these realms. We would not defer to Louis
Nap-ileon, or (whatever respect we had for his person or government) to the
Piesident of the United States. When we go into their dominions, ve are
bound to respect their authority and obey their laws. If they offered us civil
hotim -r teî*efit, we shnuid be satisfied that our own Sovereign approved be-
ita ..evimg it. So it is in the afftirs o Christ's ktnedo.a. We own no au-
thoritv it àr but Bis. We are jealuus of dishonoring Min by the appearance


